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TEMPORARY NOTICE.

For information about the two paj-allel Texts printed here (tlie

one for the first, the other for the second time*), I beg to refer the

reader to the Preface to my Edition of the Eomance of Guy of

Warwick, from the Paper MS. Ff. 2, 38, in the University Library,

Cambridge (E. E. T. S., Extra Series xxv and xxvi, for 1875 and

1876), pp. V and vi. My warmest thanks are due to Dr. James
A. H. Murray, who, having collated Turnbull's Edition with the

Auchinleck MS. before me, was to be my co-editor throughout, but,

on account of his Dictionary work, was obliged to withdraw after

the first sheets were printed off*. His collation, however, which he

was so good as to send me, has been, and will continue to be, of

great use to me. I must also add that the side-notes in this first

Part are nearly all his.

I take this opportunity to repeat that I should be greatly obliged

for any information as to the whereabouts of a complete copy of

Copland's Guy (the British Museum one having lost its first twenty
leaves), as well as of Cawood's G^iy, and of a fragment ' printed in

a thinner letter than W. de Worde's' (cf. Warton, ed. Hazlitt,

II. 162).

J. Z.
Berlin, &'. TV., Klcinbeeroistr. 7

:

Fehr. 21, 1885.

* Cf, Tlie Romances of Sir Guy of Warwick and Renibrun his Son. Kow
first edited from the Auchinleck MS. Edinburgh : printed for the Abbotaford
Club. MDCCCXL. [The Editor was William B. D. D. Turnbull ]
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6tj 0f Mmimht

[The first leaf is wanting in the AucMnleclc MS., and the story is here

supplied from the French version, MS. Corpus Coll., Carnh.,

leaf 6, collated loith MS. Harleian 3775, leaf 15.]

P uis eel tens ke deus fu nez

e establi crestienetez,

i-i muitea, Har?. ^multz des^ aucntures soni auenues,

"Qai ^omit. ks^ a tuz liommes 118 soiit pas^ siies,

pur ceo deit I'em mult enqwere, 5

, e pener sei de bien fere,

*-*aprendrebon» e de ^bous prendre* esperimentz,

de faitz, de diz as aunciens

qiii deuant nus esteient.

auentm'es beles lur aueneient, 10

pur ceo qu'il amoient uejite,

tut dis fei e leaute.

De eus deit Turn bien souenir

e lur bons faitz dire e oir :

qwi mult out e ceo retient 15

souent rmHi sage deuient

;

^ceo est tenu^ a bele mestrie,

ki fait le sen e lest la folie.

'—6 j] ceo tent
ben.

^ feseit

iestelt

De un counte uoloms parler

qm m?/lt fait^ a preiser,

6 de un son senescal

qwi pruz erf^ e leal

;

e de son fiz, un damoisel

q?d rauli par ert gent e bel

;

e com il amat une puoele,

20

25



^uge 0f M9;TOfoik,

\Caim MS., 107, page 1.]

SYTB
the TYME fulT CRYST JB.ESV,

Thorough hys grace & ve?-tu,

Was in Jjis world bore

Of a mayd vfithowt here,

And ]je world crystendom

Among mankynd first becom,

Many adiierztures hath be wxoujt

\)at aS. men knoweth noujt.

Therfore men shuH herken blythe,

And it vndirstonde right swythe,

For they that were home or wee

Fayre aduenturis hadden they

;

For euere they louyd sothfastenesse,

Faith with trewthe and stedfastnesse.

Therfore schulde man with giadde chere

Lerne goodnesse, vndirstonde, and here :

Who myke it hereth and vndirstondeth it

By resoure he shulde bee wyse of witte

;

And y it holde a fayre mastrye,

To occupye wisedome and leue folye.

For why as of an Erie j shaH yow teHe,

How of hym it beefelle

;

And of hys stewarde, withoute lesynge,

And of the stewarde sone, a fayre yonge thynge,

That gentil was and fayre bee-seen,

And how he loued? a mayden sheen,

Many old

adventures,

1 unknown as yet.

15

are worth know-
ing.

20

25

I win t«Il of an

Earl,

and his steward,

and how the

steward's son

B 2

loved the Earl'B

daughter,



SIR ROHAUD AND [cORPUS MS.

la fylle au counte, ke niMlt ert bele.

*OBat

•tost

7 omit.

8 eel

c. 85. En engleten-e un coens esteit,

en "Warewik la cite maneit

riches ert e de grant Foer^,

queintes, sages, bon cheualer

;

riches ert de or e de argent,

de Dras, de seie, de vesselement,

i de fortz chasteul ^, de riche citez

;

par tut le rengne ert mult dotez.

n'i^ aueit ho?reme en tote la te?Te

qid uers li osaht* prendre guerre,

ke par force toht^ nel preist,

6 en la ^ chartre nel meist.

bons cheualers mult ama,

riches douns souent lur dona

;

pur ceo fu cremu e dote,

e par tut le rengne preise.

coens esteit de mult grant pris,

sires ert de tuit le pais

;

de oxeneford tut le honur

sue estoit a icel iour

;

de bukingham de'^ tut le counte

sire en teP tens esteit clame.

C. 51. li coens roaud out a nun,

Tciult par esteit noble barun.

vne fylle auoit^ sa mulier,

sa grant beaute ne puis conter :

40

45

00

55

60



CAIUS MS.] HIS LOVELY DAUGHTER,

The Erles doughter, that was so biyghte,

And how he spoused that swete wyghte,

And how that he reynbroun beegate

—

AH y kanne teH: yow that

—

30

And how he wente into wildernesse : [p. 2]

AH y canne teH yow as it ys.

A wyseman it \Tito vs seycP

That it wrote and in ryme it ley(J.

I wott it not any longer conceH, 35

But open the sentence as ye may fele,

IN Englondb an Erie was wonnynge

In Warrewyke Citee, ryght as I fynde :

Eyche he was and grete of myght,

Erie he was, and a fuH stronge knygnt, 40

Eiche of gold' and of syluer bothe,

Of clothes of golcJ and vesseH, withoute othe,

Of stronge castellis and riche Citees :

Thorugh aE Englond preisecJ he was.

In aH Englond ne was ther none 45

That durste in wrrath ayenste hym goon.

Good knyghtis he loued y-wys,

And freely he gaue them of hys,

Therfore welbelouyd' he was,

And grettly doubted in euery place, 50

Erie he was of grete price :

AH that contree tho was hys

;

Of oxenford« and aH that contrey

He was gouernoure at that day

;

Of Eokyngham, and of aH that shyre,

He was klepyd both lord and syre.

That Erie Eohaude hyght,

Baroure he was of grete myght.

A doughter he had of hys wyue,

Hyr grete beaute y can not dyscryue : 60

For the fairest men) chesen) hir y-wys. [p. 3]

That y you telle, sothe it is.

married her.

and went on his

wanderings.

The Karl owned
Warwick,

and was very rich

and powerful.

He was lord of

Oxford

5.5 and of Bucking-
bam.

He was called

Rohaud.

He had a daugh-
ter

who was very

beautiful.



1 omit.

' treitis

FELICE LA BELLE

pur la plus bele le unt clioisie.

ore est reisun ke rem uus die

vn petitet de sa grant ^ beaute :

le viz out blank e colore,

lunge, traitet^, e auenaunt;

bele buclie, e nes bien seaunt,

les euz uairs e le chief bloi
;

de H ueer uus seniblast poi

:

bien faite de cors, de bele estatwre,

tant par ad duce la reguardure.

[corpus MS.

65

70

corteise ert e enseignee,

» endootiiiiee de tuz artz ert enseignee^ : 80

ses mestres esteient venuz

«touiette 6touz de tulette^ tut^ blaunks chanuz,

qui la apernoient de astrenomie,

« arsmetrike de arsmetic", de Geumetrie.

mwlt par ert fere de corage :

pwr ceo ke ele fud tant sage,

c ti. dues e countes la reqweroient

;

7—7 mute; read de '^mttltz de'' terrcs Tpux li^ venoient,
multes

• i"y mes nul de eus avner ne uoleit,

pur ceo ke tant bele esteit.

95



CAIUS MS.] AND HEE ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

Of hir' beaute yet a litell wigfite :

Witfi a faire visage louely in sig&te,

Hir skynne was white of brigfite coloure

;

65

Bodied wele and of grete valour*

;

Large tresses, and wele bee-comyng*,

Browes bente and nose weU sittyng'

;

The mouthe so wele sittyng* ywys,

To kisse it ofte it was grete blys
; 70

With grey eyen and nekke white,

Hir to see it was grete delite.

Hir bodye watt sette and shaply

;

By thoo dales ther* was noon suche truely.

Gentil she was and as demure TS

As girfauk, or fawkoh) to lure,

That oute of muwe were drawe
;

So faire was noon, in sothe sawe.

She was therto curteys and free ywys,

And in the .vii. artes wett lerned, withoute niys. 80

AH the .vii. artis she kouthe weH,

Noon) better that euere man herde teH:.

Hir maisters were thider come

Oute of Tholouse aH and some

;

White and hoore aH they were, 85

Bisy they were that mayden to lere

;

And they hir lerned of astronomye,

Of Ars-meotrik, and of geometrye.

Of Sophestrie she was also witty.

Of Eethoric, and of other clergye
; 90

Lerned she was in musyke

;

[p. 4]

Of clergie was hir noon like.

She was a woman of grete corage,

Wise and faire and of gaye parage.

To haue hir to wif he did hir sende 95

Erles, Dukes, fro the worldes ends
;

And noon of theim haue she wolde,

For that she was so faire holde.

and accomplished.

site had famous
teachers from
Toulouse [French
text Toledo],

who taught her
all the seven arts.

Dukes and earls

wooed her in

v.'jin.



8 SYWARD, THE STEWARD, [aUCHINLECK MS.

felice fu la bele appellee :

pur sa beaute fu 'mult amee

;

100

de totes beautez fu ele la flur,

tant bele ne ert a icel iour.

ki totes ten'es dune serchast

^ ne vne tant bele n'i ^ trouast

:

qtd tote sa beaute countereit 105

trop grant demorance i freit.

c. S3, de la pucele lerrum ester,

*-"ciei 2e (jg2 senescal uodrum parler,

* Qi ke^ mult ert corteis e sage :

lio??ime fu de mult grant parage

;

110

*omit. ricbes ert e de m.ult^ grant ualur;

en icel tens ni out meillur,

s—sNiqj ^ne ke^ fubt tant des armes prise,

kar en mainte terre aueit este

pur sun pris enbaucier
j

115

e—sfeseit pur ceo "^fait iP mwlt a loer,

en Walingeford nez estoit,

tuit le pais a li apendoit

:

pur ceo fud il nobles e fier

;

'n' tant bon n'i ^ aueit de ca^ la mier, 120
* sa (= 9a)

ne ki seruist sun seiwgnur,

tuz iours a si grant bonur.

AUCHINLECK MS. His lord he serued treweliche
108r. col. 1.

c. 93. jjj ^i p[^g manschipeliche.

Jjer was non erl in Ingiond 125

Jjat to ^oines bim durst stond,

Bot, jif be wold be wijj hi^n at on,

He wald do nimen bim anon,

& wi]) streng])e him nim wolde,

Jjei be to Scotlond suwe bim scbolde. 130

His lordis bonour he held worjjschipliche,

& defended it wele & hardUicbe
;

1 MS. was per nasi kni[3]t in Inglonde

pat wij) wretjje durst bim atstonde.



CAIUS MS.] AND HIS WORTHINESS.

Felice .la bele hir name is

:

Moche she was belouid ywis

;

100

Of an faire she was the floure,

Noon so faire in halle nor boure

As she was ; who that soughte

So faire to fynde, for noughte he wroughte :

He that aH hir beaute -wT^ite wolde,

To longe tarying make he sholde.

NOWE WE shuH leue of hir here,

And telle you forthe of our" matiere.

Speke we schuU of the Stywarde :

WeH true he was, and highte Sywarde.

This Syward was slighe and wise,

Eiche of kynde, and of grete prise :

In his tyme noon better was,

Por of grete worship was noon) in his caas.

Of armes he had been) chief on grounde, 115

And therof preised in many a londe

;

For that he wolde preysed bee,

He did him bee knowen) in many a contree.

In "Walyngforde he was boru)e.

Afi that Contree to him was sworne. 120

A swiche noble man) he was, [p. 5]

On this half the see noon suche was,

That serued his lorde so triiely,

And in aH thinges so worshipfully.

Ther was noon Erie in aU that londe

That his lorde durste withstonde,

Bot he with loue it amended anoofie,

Hastely he^ wolde vpon him goone,

And with strengthe hym haue wolde,

Though he therfor* in to Scotlonde sholde. 130

AH his lordes londe well and truely

He maynteyned it fuH; worshipfully

;

That noon was so hardy a man.

That with wronge durste come than).

Her name was
Felice la Belle.

None BO fair.

105

The Earl's

.Steward.

IIU Syward by name.

was a man of

great valour.

a native of

Wallingford.

This steward

served his lord

faithfully; no

-,
i-fff

earl in England
lAO durst withstand

him.

IMS. we.

He defended his

lord's honour.

against every

knight.



Turnb. p. 2, 1. 19.

10 SYWARd's son, [aUCHINLKCK M3.

J)ei a man bar an hundred pounde,

Opon Mm, of gold y-grounde,

Jje[r] nas man in al Jjis londe

Jjat durst him do schame no schonde, 140

Jjat bireffc him worj) of a slo,

So gode pais per was fo.

c.^iio. }?illce steward hadde a sone

Trewe & wise atte frome

;

Al folk he dede him loue, 145

For Jiat noman schuld him schoue
;

& riche 3iftes ^iuen he wold,

For Jjat he schuld be fre yhold.

ferl Eohaud he serued Jjo,

As he schuld his kinde lorde do

;

150

Jjerl him loued swife dere,

Ouer al ofer fat jjer were.

Of his coupe serue he him dede,

He was preysed to hiin ire eue?ich stede :

Jjerl michel him worjjschipede, 155

& for his fader loue to him clepede.

c. 1*3. Gij of Warwike his name was,

In court non better beloued fe/' nas,

So he was among gret lordinges,

Litel & michel ire al pinges. 160

Gentil he was & of michel mi3t,

1 M3. bi9i3t Ouer al offir feirest bi si^t^

:

Al pai wonderd strongliche,

For his feirhed was so miche

;

So mani godenes in him were, 165

Al him preysed \)er y-fere,

Of bordis & turnament y-wis,

Kni3tes to hauen & holden of p?'/s.

MS. 108r. eol. 2. . „ „, iij
c. 130. Gil a forster lader hadde,

Turnb. p. 3, \. 42,

J)at him lerd & him radde 170



CAIUS MS.] GUY OF WARWICK. 11

Fastenned he had suche a pees, 135

That neuere sithe noon better was :

Though men) did here an hundred pounde,

Vpon) him, of penyes rounde,

There shulde not bee founde in ali the londe

A theef that him wolde hurte ne shonde, 140

Xor take fro him the worthe of a sloo :

So good pees there was thoo.

That same Stywarde had a sone

Wise and curteys at Frome •

AH men him did loue sothely, 1 45

Ther was noon) that him wolde shonye.

To AH men yiftes yiue he wolde^

Therfore so curteis he was holde.

The Erie Eohaud he serued thoo,

His kynde Lorde, so mote y goo. 150

The Erie him loued hertly and dere, [p. 6]

Ouer aH other that with him were.

Of his coupe he him serue Didde,

And pnuyest with him in. euery stede :

The Erie Eohaud mikel him worshipped,

And for his fader loue thoo farther^ him cleped,

Guye of Warrewik his name was,

In aH the courte noon more honoured nas :

Of knyghtes and of grete lordinges,

Of more and lasse, in aH thinges. 160

MikeH he was, and of grete mighte,

And fairest of all other be sighte :

AH him behelde wondirly,

His fairenesse was so grete truly

;

So many goodnesses in him were : 1 65

AH him preised that were there.

A man loaded

with gold was
safe from all

attack,

owing to tlie good

peace he enforced.

This steward had
a son, true and
wise.

beloved by all.

155 He served Earl

Rohaud, and was
his cup-bearer.

His name was
Guy of Warwicke.

He was gentle

and strong.

beautiful and

Guye a foster fader hadde,

That him lerned and also redde 170 Guy was taught



12 GUY OF WARWICK [aUCHINLECK MS.

Of wodes & riuer & ofer game :

Herhaud of Ardern was Ms name.

He was hende & wele y-taujt,

Gij to lern format he iiaii3t

;

Michel he coujje of hauk & hounde, 1 75

Of estriche faucou?is of gret mouwde.

c. 143. It was opon a Pentecost day yteld, 185

J?erl a gret fest held

At Warwike in fat cite,

Jjat Jjan was y-won to he.

Jjider cam men of miche mi3t,

Erls & harouns hofe apli^t, 190

Leuedis & maidens of gret moujzde,

fat in fe lond wer y-founde.

Eueriche maiden ches hir loue

Of kni3tes J»at wer pider y-come,

& euerich knijt his leman 195

Of fat gentil maiden -wiman
;

When fai were fro chirche y-come,

fer aHjt mani a nohle gome,

ferl to J>e mete was sett,

Gij stode forn him m pat flett, 200

fat was fe steward sone,

ferl to seme it was his wone,

Turnb. p. 4, 1. 71. To him he clepei Gij,

& him hete & comandi

fat he in to chau?nber went, 205

& grete wele fat maiilen gent,



CAIUS MS.] APPEARS BEFORE THE KING. 13

Of wode, of Eyuer, of ail game :

Heraude of Arderne was his name.

He was curteys, and weH: tauglite,

Guye he lerned and forgate him naughte

;

Mikeli he kouthe of haukes and houndes,

Of Ostours, of Faukons of grete moundes.

AH that wolde of him oughte crane,

With good wille they shulde it haue.

To parsons and to pouer knyghtes

Ofte he wolde yiue riche yiftes

;

And to other ofte yiue he wolde

Palfrey or stede, siluer and golde,

Euery man) after his good dede [p. 7]

Of Guye vnderfangeth his mede.

iN WiTsoNDAYE Called Pentecoste

The Erie helde a grete feste

In Warrewik, that good Citee,

As it euer was wonte to bee.

There were Erles, harons, and knyghtes,

And many a man of grete myghtes

;

Ladies and maydens of grete reno'W'B,

The grettest desired ther* to bee bowii).

Many a mayde there chese hir loue anone

Of knyghtes that thider were come.

And the knyghtes also theii-' temans there

Of the maidens that there were.

Whan) they fro chirche were come,

In to the halle they yode fuU sone.

Whan) the Erie to the mete sette was,

Guye stode before him in that plaas.

He that was Sywardes sone.

To whom the Erie grete loue had nome.

The Erie cleped to him Guye,

To him gan sey and commaunded on highe,

That he in to the chambre wente

And grete weH his doughter that was so gente

;

Sir Herfiaud of
Ardem.

175

180

185 On Pentecost day
the Earl held a

great feast.

190

to which came
earls and baroiig.

and ladies of

renown.

Every maiden
chose her love,

195 ^^'^ every kliight

his leman.

200 Quy stood before

the Earl to serve.

205 and was sent to

serve the Earl's

daughter.



14 GUY IS EMPLOYED [aUCHINLECK MS.

& pat he schuld jjat ich day

Serue wele Jjat feir may.

c i«». /~^ ij him answerd freliche :

VX ' Sir, ichil wel blejjeliche.' 210

In a kirtel of silk he gan hiw schrede,

Into chaumber wel sone he ^ede.

Jje kirtel bicom him swijjc wel,

To Amenden per on was neuer a del

;

)je maidens biheld him feir & wel, 215

For Jiat he was so gentil.

c. i©i. Gij on his knes sone liiw sett,

& on hir fader half he Mr grett,

& seyd he was fider sent

To serue hir to hir talent. 220
MS. 108v. col. 1.

.

c. i&Ti. Felice answerd fan to Gij

' Bieus amis, molt gramerci.'

& sejjfe sche asked him in fe plas

Whennes he cam, & what he was.

' Mi fader,' he seyd, ' hat Suward, 225

fat is Jji fader steAvard,

jjat wijj him me haj) y-held

& forjj y-broujt, God him for-jeld !

'

Tunib. p. 5, 1. 97. ' Artow,' sche seyd, ' Suward sone,

J?at of al godenes haf fe wone 1
' 230

Gij stode stille & seyd nou3t.

Wif fat was the wate?* forf brou3t

:

fai sett hem to mete anon,

Erl, baroun, sweyn & grom.

IT Gij was bisy fat ich day 235

To serue wele fat feir may.

fat day Gij dede his mijt

To serue fritti maidens bri^t

;

Al an-amourd on him fai were,

& loued Gij for his feir chare.
• 240

fer of no ^af he rijt nou3t,

Al anofer it was his fou3t

:



CAIUS MS.] TO WAIT ON FELIOB. 15

And that he shulde at mete that Dale

Bee willyng* to serue that faire maye.

' Sir,' seide Guy fuH freely,

' I doo youre heste full blithely.' 210

"With a silken) kirteH began him shrede, '

And in to the Chambre than he yede.

The kirteH so weH sitting^ it was, [p. 8]

It to amende noo nede it has
;

Guy was so weH shape and gentiUe, 215

The maiden)s him behelde with good wille.

On knees before Felice he him sette,

And oh) hir fader behalue he hir grette,

And seide how he was thider sentte

To serue hir to hir talentte. 220

Felice answerd ayene to Guye,

* Beaux amye, moult gramercye.'

And than she asked him in that place

"Where that he borrDe was.

And Guye seide, ' my fader is called Sywarde,

That is youre faders Stywarde

;

Many a daye he hath me with him holde,

And forthe me bredde, god him foryelde !

'

* Bee ye,' she seide, ' Sywardes sofie,

That aH goodnesse hath in wone ?

'

230

Guye stode stille and spake noughte.

"With that the water was forth broughte :

She did wesshe and wente to mete anone

And so did knyght, squier, and grome.

AH his mighte he did that dale

To serue weH that faire maye.

Wele to serue he did his myghte

Moo than thirty maidens brighte

;

That aH they anamoured were

On) Guye for his faire chere. 240

And he therof rekked noughte,

For vpon) another" was his thoughts :

Guy an-ayed him
blithely,

and repaired to

Felice,

who asked who
his father was.

225 He answered
' Syward, thy

father's steward.'

She praised

Syward.

235 Guy acquitted

himself so well

that thirty

maidens fell in

love with him.



16 GDT PALLS ILL OF LOVE [aUCHINLECK MS.

On Eelice jjat was so bri^t,

Gij hir loued wijj al his mi3t

;

So micliel sche was in his \)o\i^t, 245

fat neye he was to dejj y-brou3t,

He gan to "^epe & sore siche,

& biment him wel reweliche
;

& grete wonder he hadde y-wis 251

fat Felice so feir a creatour is.

Ac he no dar his loue kejje,

No sen hir wel vnnejje,

He is in so gret J)ou3t, 255

His cowseyl wil he schewe noujt.

Tnrnb. p*6 M23'
^^^ ^® maidens chaumber he is y-go,

At Felice he tok his leue fo,

& in his way he go]) apli3t.

Vnto his chamber he went ful ri3t, 260

& wepe & made grete wo,

For he loued fat maiden so.

His men axed him on hy,

Whi fat he was so sori 1

He hem answerd sone anon, 265

fat swiche iuel is comen him on
MS. io8v. col. 2. fat he wenef his Kif forgon,

Bote no tit him nexier non.

c. «o». In fe court biment was Gij
;

Mani man for him was sori, 270

For he was won to serue hem wel,

& 3if hem mani a iuwel.

Now is Gij in gret tempest,

Sorwe he makef wif fe mest

Of Felice fat feir may

;

275

For hir loue he eorwef ay.



CAIU3 MS.] FOR FELICE LA BELLE. 17

On) Felice witfi the nebbe so brigBte

He kaste his loue with aH: his mighte

;

That he ne wiste what to doo,

Hir loue werked him suche woo.

He wepte with mayne slilye,

And mowrned in hym self softelye,

That he euere shnlde see

Hir brighte rodye, hir faire blee.

Moche wonder he hath ywis,

That she so faire a creatiu"' is.

He durste not to hir his loue kithe,

[p. 9] But he cared only
for Felice,

245 '^hom he loved to

death.

250

But he dared not

to confess his

thoughts.

Bof to his chambre wente right swithe

:

Withoute any leue takyng of Felice thoo,

Oute of his chambre he did goo.

Wlien he toik

leave of Felice,

he went to his

chamber sick of
love.

260

Than asked of him his meyne,

Why that he so heuy wolde bee.

Guye answerd theim anone, 265

Seying* that sikenesse is come him vpon),

"Wherthurgh his lif he weneth to forgoo,

And neuere helth to haue of his woo.

IN
THE COURTB mikel bemened is Guy

:

For him was many a man) sory

;

270

For he was wonned to serue theim wele,

And to theim yiue many a ieowele,

Nowe is Guy in. grete tempeste,

Sorowe he maketh with the moste
;

For loue that he had to the maye 275

His sorowe encressed nyghte and daie.

Nowe is Guye so euyH bee stadde,

Hym self he helde for a man madde.
WARWICK.

They asked him
why he grieved 80.

He was lamented
in the Court.

Ever he sorrowed
for Felice.



18 GUY CURSES THE DAY [aUCHINLBCK MS.

& grete wonder lie haj? y-wis

J3at him so hard bifallen is

;

280

He acursed fe time pat [he] hir say,

Felice wif hir ey^en gray,

Hir gray ey^en, hir nehbis schene :

' For hir mi liif is miche in wene.

Turnb.i>.7. 1.149. To hir ichil tellen al mi ])ou3t, 285

Whi pat icham in sorwe l3roii3t.

Tide me gode oper qued,

Y nil it hele for no nede,

Ri3t to hir that y ne go

& schewe hir of mi miche wo. 290

^ Ac now to hir schewen y nille

;

Alias, wreche, hou may i duelle %

295

For mi lordes douhter sche is,

& ich his nori, forsope y-wis
;

))erfore ich au3t him trewepe here,

& neuer more him to dere. 300

3 if ich hir loued, & it wist he,

& he mi3t oiier-take nie,

He wald anon mine heued of smite,

Oper heye hong, for that wite,

Oper hewe me wip swerdes kene, 305

3if ich hadde don him pat tene.

AUas, wreche, what may y do 1

Y loue ping y no may com to !

'

C.19J, IF Now is Gij in sorwe yhrou3t j

Of hia liif nis him nou3t. 310

He went and trent his bed opon,

So man pat is v:o bigon
;



GAIUS MS.] THAT HE SAW FELICE. 19

For the sorowe that bim befallen is, [p. 10]

Ofte he bemeneth him self y-wis : 280
' In wicked peyne sey y may,

That y ne may beholde hir eyen) gray,

Hir graye eyen), hir nebbe so shene
;

For hix my lif is in a wene.

To hir y shali telle my thoughte, 285
For whom y am in this sorowe broughte.

What so eiiere come to me good or ylle,

I woE it noo lenger concele for to spille.

Bot streight to hir woU y goo,

And in hir mercy y shali me doo
; 290

And if she woH, she may me slee.

And hir wille doo with me.

Yf I my sorowe hir doo not telle,

Alias, wrecche, how shall y dueUe 1

Alias, wrecche, that me is woo ! 295
Ine Avote what y may doo :

For my lordys Doughter she is.

And y his norry ywis

;

Therfor^ the more beholding< to him y bee,

And neuere noo-wher" his harme to see. 300
If y hir loued and wite might he,

And therwith he may take me,

Brenne he me wolde, or the hede of smyte,

Or higfie hange for that dispite.

Or aH to-hewe with swerdes kene, 305
And y him did suche a tene.

Alias, y wrecche ! what may y doo ?

I loue hir that is my foo.'

ISTowe is Guye in so moche sorowe broughte, [p. 11]

That of his ILf he rekketh noughte
; 310

Not he wotetB what he may doo.

For the grete sorowe that cometh him to.

He wende, he trende his bedde vpon,

As man) that is woo bee goon)

;

c 2

Guy cursed tlie

time he saw
Felice.

He would go and
tell her all

:

but he feared her
father, who was
hia lord.

and might doom
him to destruction
for his presump-
tion.

He threw himeelf
on his bed.



20 GUY PRESENTS HIS SUIT [aUCHINLECK MS.

He no may sitt no stonde, 315

No vnnefe drawen his onde

;

Tm-nb. p. 8, 1. 175. Eest, HO take slepeinge,

Mete ete, no drinke dringe
;

MS. io9r. col. 1. Xo may Mm noman comforti,

Bot euer his song is wo & wi. 320

In so gret fou^t was he fo,

& so gret sorwe toke him to,

Letter hi7n wer walk & wende,

& dye in trewe loue hende.

II Jpiis [Gij] lay in grete tnrment 325

Til fat fe fest was al to-went.

Swiche an inel is on him fast,

J3at he no may it of him cast

;

He no wil noman his care schewe.

His sorwes ben euer aliche newe, 330

Jjat he no may his loue haue,

Grete strengfe him do]? wijj-drawe.

J?er-fore he seyd, ' ichil hir schewe,

My peyne is euer aliche newe
;

Of al mi sorwe nis hir nou^t, 335

Ich wold ich were to dejj y-brou^t.

Bitide me iuel oJ)er gode,

Ichil it held in mi mode ;

& jif sclie wU, sche may me spille,

Ac for al pat leten y nille.' 340

c. ai5. 1^1'ow is Gij to court y-go,

If^'

illegible in X 1 As^ man ]3at is ful of wo,

Tm-nb. p. 9, 1.201. & on his kucs he him dede

Bifor Felice in pat stede,

& to hir he spac wel euen 345

WiJ) a wel queynt steuen,

& seyd, ' Felice pe feir, merci !

For godes loue & our leuedi,

J5at y pe no linde mi dedliche fo,

For godes loue herken me to ! 350



GAIL'S US.] TO FELICE LA. BELLE.

He ne may sitte, nor lie may stonde,

]^or vnnethe vnto him drawe his honde,

Ke reste take of any slepinge,

JSTor ete mete, nor drinke drinke

;

Nov may noo man) him comforte,

Bot euere is songe is woo with disporte.

21

315

320

No one could

comfort Guy.

Thus lyueth Guy in grete turmente

Tili the feest was ouer wente

;

Afterward he bethoughte is

That he doth as the man wyse,

That he shall loue hot strengthe haue

Him self whan him luste to witB-drawe.

Than) thinketh he, good it is hir to shewe
The peynes that for hir greueth me newe :

And she of my sorowe knoweth noughte,

To ende y wolde my Hf were broughte.

Bee-tide me yuel either goode,

I woH not lyue in this mode

;

Bot y shaH to hir goo,

And in hir mercy y shaH me doo.

Yf that she woH, she may me spiUe

;

Bot for aH that y ne leue wille.

GUTE IS to courte come.

As man that is in sorowe nome.

On knees before Felice he hjm didde.

And sorowfully seide in that stede,

AH with quakyng steuene

;

Thus he seide, and spake fuH euene :

' FeHce the faire, for goddis loue, mercy !

On me haue reuthe for oui'' lady,

That y ne fynde the my fuH foo.

For loue y you praye, herken) me to.

325 So he lay in

torment till the

feast was over.

330

At last he resolve(1

to speak to Felice,

335

340

betide him what
might.

He came to court

[p. 12] and fell on his

knees before

Felice,

345

beseeching her
favour.

360



22 guy's suit is scornfully [auchinleck MB.

No longer liele y nille,

Al that sojje tellen y wille.

355

}3ou art jje jjing fat y most 3erne,

Fro Jje no may mine hert teme

;

Opon al oper y loue jje,

Y no may it lete ded to be. 360

Vnder heuen no fing nis,

Noifer gode no qued y-wis,

1 80 MS.; read!*. Jpat y for fe don yi nolde,

To lete Jjat liif don y wolde.

}3ou art mi Hif, mi ded y-Avis, 365

Wijjouten fe liatie y no blis

;

MS. io9r. col. 2. Y loue j)Q and tow nou3t me,

Y dye for pe loue of J>e.

Bot fion hane merci on me,

For sorwe icMl me self sle, 370

For wistestow fe heuinisse,

\)e sorwe and pe sorinisse,

Tuiiib.p.10,1.227. )jat me is on nijt and day

(Bi trewe loue siggen ich it may)

—

& tow it mi3t wij) ey3en se, 375

)jou wost haue merci on me.'

c. »i».
I .lelice J?e feir answerd po,

__ * Artow })is, Gij, so mot Jjou go,

pe steward sone Suward,

Ich wene pou art a fole musard ! 380

When Jjou of loue me hast bisaujt,

Al to fole-hardy fou art y-tau3t.

Wele pon boldest me for a fole

;

J?ou art y-tau3t to a lijjer scole,

& icham J)i lordes doubter biname
;

385

J?an dostow him -wel michel schame,



CAIUS MS.] REJECTED BY FELICE 23

Hense forewarde y woH not hele

The grete loue, that me doth fele :

Shewe y muste the peyne and sorowe

That y haue for you eiiyne and morowe.

Ye bee that thynge for whom) y xaoume, 355

Fro you ne may my herte tourne :

Ouere att thinge y muste you loue,

Whether it tourne benethe or aboue,

Bot that y shaH lone you aye,

Whiles that y lyue maye. 360

Vnder heuen) noo thinge is,

Were it good or yuel ywis.

That y for the doo it [ne] wolde.

My lif to lese though y shulde.

Ye bee my lif and my detB y-wis :

Withoute you loste is aH: my blis.

Wen more y loue you than me :

Deye y shaH for loue of you pardee,

Bot thou haue mercy on) me,

Myself y shaH for sorowe slee.

Yf ye wiste the heuynesse,

The grete peyne, and the sorowfulnesse,

That y haue for you nyghte and daye [p. 1 3]

(With true loue y it saye)

—

And you it might witterly see, 375

I trowe ye wolde haue mercy on me.'

Felice to him answerde thoo,

* Telle me, Guye, if ye bee so

The Stywa^d^s sone that highte Sywarde,

I holde you for a fole musarde. 380

!N"owe thou me haste of loue besoughte.

To fole-hardy thou art in thoughte.

Or thou me takest for a fole.

Thou art taughte of wikked scole,

Whiles y am thy lordes Doughter by name
;

Me thinketh thou doost him mikel shame,

There was
nothing he

would not do
for Felice.

365

tcol. 8J

Unless 8lie would

nfr\ have mercy
" ' ^ he would slay

himself.

Felice called Guy
foolhardy,

385 aspiring to the

love of his lord's

daughter.



24 FELICE ORDERS HIM TO BE GONE. [aUCHINLECK MS.

When ]jou of loue bi-sechist me

jjat y schold fi leman be.

No fond y neuer man me so missede,

JSTo me so of loue bede, 390

IToyfer kni3t no baroun,

Bot Jjou fat art a garsoun,

& art mi man, & man schalt be.

Yuel were mi fairhed sett on fe,

& y swiche a grome toke, 395

& so mani grete lordinges for-soke.

Erls, donkes of fe best

In J)is world, & Jje richest,

Turnb.p.11,1.253. Me haue desired apKjt,

J3at neuer of me hadde si^t. 400

}5at wer gret deshonour to me !

Al to lof mi liif me schuld be.

Al to fole-hardi ]jou were.

When Jjou me of loue bisou^test here.

c. 994L. Bi mi trewjje y schal fe swere, 405

Schal y mi fader fe tiding here,

}5ou worpest to-hewen, o])er for-do,

(Bi Jje be warned ofer mo)

Ojjer wijj wilde hors to-drawe,

For ]ji foly, & fat wer lawe, 410

MS. 1097. col. 1. & ofer schul be warned bi fi dede,

& her lordinges fe more drede.

Go hefen,' sche seyd, ' & vp arise,

& cum nam-more in mi pztrpris !

'

c. a35. H Wei sorwefuliche went Gij 415

In to his chaumber al dreri

:

Gij in to his chaumber gan to gon,

& schett him fer in anon.

Jjer in he made sorwe anou^,

& his clones al to-drouj. 420

Vnder heuen nas \iat it ne mijt haue rewjje

Of his sorwenes & of his trewpe.



CAIUS MS.] GUY SORROWFULLY OBEYS. 25

Whan thou of loue besechest nie,

And that y shulde thy lemmaii) bee.

Ne fonde y neuere man) that so nioche mysseide,

E"or that so folisshe of loue me preide, 390

Neither knyghte, Erie, ne baron)
;

Bot thou art bot a garsoo),

That art my man), and shuldest bee.

EuyH were my beaute besette on the,

Yf y a grome loued and toke, 39!

And so many faire knyght^'s forsoke.

Erles, Dukes, of aU the beste,

And of aH the worlde the richeste

Ouere aH men) desired me a pligBte,

Suche as on me neuere had sighte
;

400

Dispreised to moche y shuld bee

To leue aH theim and take the !

AU to grete hardiship thou thoughtest, [p. 14]

Whan thou of loue me besoughtest.

By my moder soule y the swere,

And y to my fader this tyding^ bere,

To slee the or the vtterly fordoo,

(By the shuH bee warned other moo)

Or with wilde hors aH to-drawe,

For thy folie that were the lawe.

Goo hense swithe ! vp arise.

And come nomore here in this wise !

'

FuH soROWFULLY thense gooth Guy

Hom)e to his Inne aH sory :

In to his Chambre he is goon),

And beshette him therin aH aloou).

There he made sorowe and sorowe enough

:

His clothes he rende, his heer he drougB. 420

' Should I take

you, a mere
garsoun.

forsaking earls,

dukes, and
lords ?

That were

dishonour

!

405 If I should tell

my father

you would be

hewn in pieces

410 for your folly.

Go hence,

and come no
more !

'

415 Guy went
sorrowfully home.

shut himself in,

and rent his

clothes.



26 Felice's refusal drives [auchinleck ms.

Of loue he "bi-ment strongliche

For whom fat he loued so miche :

Tarnb.p.12,1.279. * Louo/ hs seyd, ' slake now mi sore 425

Jjat is dedeliche, as y seyd ore.

Loue of jjis jongling

Makejj me iuel fonding.

Loue, bring me of ])is wodenisae,

& bring me in to sum lisse, 430

For to reste me afrowe,

Jjat y mijt meseluen knowe.

Sore me menej), for me smert,

Miche care is in mine hert,

Michel ich am y-cast of mi^t 435

Al to fer wif vnrijt.

Loue me do]) to grounde falle,

)pat y ne may stond stef wijj alls.

Loue doJ> min clojjes done,

& after me clepe]) ' wreche ' sone. 440

Hou schal y Hue 1 hou schal y fare ?

Hou long schal y linen in care 1

Leuest fing me were to dye,

& ich wist bi wiche weye.

De]j,' he seyd, ' wher artow so long ? 445

|?ou makest me y may noujt stond.

}3ou makest me out of fe way to gon
;

Whi ne comestow to feche me anon ?

Worjji ich were ded to be

:

Y loue J)ing jjat louejj noujt me. 450

Turnb.p.13,1.305. Hcrkeue]) now hou seijj Jje wise :

Y schal 30U schewe bi fis asise.

For a fole he schal him held

Jjat takef more pan he may weld.'

MS. io9v. col. 2. To a fenestre pan Gij is go, 455

c. aeo. Biheld pe castel, pe tour also.

' Tour,' he seyd, ' feir artow bisett

!

In pe is pat maiden bischett



CAIUS MS.] GUY TO DESPAIR.

Of loue he benienetfi him strongely,

For whom he hath sorowe gretly

;

27

Pitifully Guy
moaned

:

' Love drives me
mad;

* Loue, a-slake me of this wodenesse,

And respite graiinte me more or lesse,

That y might reste me a throwe,

Wherthurgh my sorowe may ouere blows.

To farre y am kaste in vnmyghte,

My herte is heuy, and noo-thing* lighte.

430

I do not know
myselfj

1 cannot stand

upright.

What shaH y doo 1 how shaH y fare 1

I may not lyue longe in this kare.

Alias, deth ! what art thou 1

Vnnethe may y stonde now :

Deth ! come forth, and take me anoou)

;

For loste been) my wittes euerych oon).

Dede y deserue for to bee, [p. 15]

Whan y muste loue that hateth me.

And herken) nowe what seith the wise,

That sheweth ensample of good assise :

For a fole he seith y him holde,

That taketh a more burden) than he may welde
;

So fare y nowe, weleawaye !

I loue the loue that y ne haue maye.'

To a wyndowe Guy yede thoo,

For to beholde the casteH and the toure also

:

* toure, thou art fuH faire sette !

In the is that maide beshctte,

445 Death ! why
dost thou avoid

me?"

450

455 Guy from his

window
beheld the castle,



28 GUY GOES DISTRACTKD [aUCHINLECK MS.

Jjat Hue]) fer in ioie & blis,

& ichir loue for sofe y-wis. 460

Tour, wlieii wer thou ouer-frowe,

And wijj jje winde al to-blowe !

Jjat y nii3t hir wijJ ey3en se

Jjat y loue more fan me !

'

He ginnej) to wepe & sore siclie, 465

His care liim newej) euenliche

;

C. «»». Adoun lie fel and swoune bigan,

(More sorwe made neuer man)

& cursed fe time fat he was bore,

For now he hajj his witt forlore. 470

' Loue,' he seyd, ' acursed Jjou be !

To michel mi3t it is in fe

J?at y ne may me fro fe were

;

Loue, merci, fatow me no dere !

Leuer me were forto dye 475

Jjan long to liuen here m eyje.

Turnb.p.u.i.ssi. Alias, Felice, fat ich stounde,

J?i loue me haf so ybounde !

& fat y serued fe fat day,

Acursed be fat time, seyen y may ! 480

'No bid ichaue non ofer mede,

Bot slake mi sorwe, ichaue nede.

Y loue fe & tow noujt me.

Euen dole may it nou^t be

;

For of mi sorwe no hastow nou^t. 485

Alias ! to grounde icham ybroujt

!

j3ou hast fe gode, & y fe quede :

Y brenne so spark on glede.

Seffe fou me lokedest first to,

)?ou me woundest wif a flo. 490

Schal y dye for fat sijt 1

Merci, Felice, fat swete wijt

!

Mine hert is ful of venim spilt.

Of blis no worf it neuer filt.'



CAID8 MS.] ON ACCOUNT OF HIS LOVE. 29

That lyuetB in ioye and in blisse :

Hir loue me woundetB. withoute mysse. 460

toure, why ne were thou ouerethrawe,

And vpon) the grounde aH to-drawe !

Than might y my lemman see,

That y loue more than me !

'

He gynnetS him bethinke and sore sighe,

His sorowe enneweth euere gretly
;

To grounde he felle, and swowne beganne :

More sorowe had neuere manne.

The tyme he cursed that he was borne

;

For loue he hath his witte lorne. 470

* loue,' he seide, ' cursed thou bee

!

So nioche mighte is in) the.

465 which redoubled

his woe.

Guy cursed the

day of his biv*

and wished for

death.

Alias, Felice ! that same stounde,

That euere thy loue hath me so stronge bounde !

And that y the serue shulde that daye,

Alias the while ! nowe y sey maye.

Shall y not haue noon) other mede,

To a-slake my sorowe y had nede.

I loue the and thou noughte me.

Eeuenly deled ne that may^ bee :

Of aH my sorowe thou hast noughte.

Alias ! to grounde y am broughte !

Thou hast the good and y the quede :

I brenne as doth the sparke on glede.

Thou art to lither a woman),

That for a lokyng the vpon)

A man) shuld dye for that sighte :

Mercy, Felice, thou swete wighte !

Myn) herte is with venym) spilde

;

With blisse nomore it is like bee filde.'

480 He cursed the

time he saw

[p. 16] Felice;

485

[1 read ne may
that]

be burned as a

firebrand.

490



30 THE EARL SENDS LEECHES, [aUCHINLECK MS.

Swiche liif ladde Gij sikerKche 495

Al that seuennijt holeliche.

His fader was for him sori,

Sahin his moder biment Gij,

MS. uor. col. 1. jjerl for him sori was,

jjer liked non in that plas : 600

Litel & michel, al & some,

Biment Gij att[e] frome.

c. a^a. "l^erl dede jje leches of-sende
urn .p. ,

. . g Qf Gyes iuel to wite fat ende.P pe leches hen to him y-go : 505

Gij fai finde blaike and hlo
;

Hij asked him where his iuel stode.

He seyd for hete he brand nere wode :

* So hot ich am, & bren[n]inge,

Mi sorwe is eue?' cominge, 510

J3at al mi limes it haj? to-ti3t

;

Swiche liif y lede day & nijt.

After pe hete me comejj a chele

J3at me greuejj wij? vn-skele,

J5at y wex cold as ise, 515

So vn-kinde iuel it is,

)3at al mine limes it wil to-te
;

& sejjjie me comef swouninges fre,

For anguis swoune it me doj)

Tviis or friis, y say for so]?. 520

Swiche liif y lede ni3t & day :

E"on ojjer wise y no can 30U say.'

c. s©5. ^ jjan seyd fat on, *a feuer it is.*

' 3a,' quod Gij, * a lifer y-wis.'

JDe leches gon, & lete Gij one, 525

)?at makef wel michel mone.

' God,' quod Gij, ' what schal y do ?

Hou long schal y liuen in wo 1

Turnb.p.16,1.383. ]?at y no mi3t ded be,

c. »S5. When y no may hir wif eyjen se, 530



CAIUS MS.] WHO FIND THAT GUY HAS A FEVER.

Suche lif had Guy sikirly

AH that weke hoolly.

For him his fader was weH sory,

Sabyne his moder bemeneth Guy,

The Erie for him sory was,

That it liked noon) in that place : 600
LiteH and moche, att and some,

Guy hemeneth at Erome,

THE Erlb did for leches sende

To wite of Guyes euyl an ende.

The leches to him) been) goo : 505
Guy they fonde as blak as sloo

;

Than they asked how it witB him stode.

' Eor hete,' he seide, ' y breide nygfie wode :

So mikeH hete is in me,

That longe y ne may on) lyue bee. 510
Hotter y am thanne fire brennyng*, [p. 17]

Sorowe and woo is my menyng^

;

AH my body it hath vnright :

Suche lif y lede daye and nyght.

After that hete cometh a chele 515
That sore me greueth withoute hele

;

Than wexe y colder than the yys :

Suche maner myn) yuel is.

31

495 So Guy went on
for a week.

His father,

Saljin hia mother,

and the Earl, all

bemoaned him.

The Earl sent

physicians to

discover the

nature of his

illness.

Guy pretended he
had an inter-

mittent fever.

This is my Hf nyghte and dale :

No more y kan) therof you saie.'

THANNE seide that oon), ' a feuer" it is.'

' Ye,' quoth Guy, ' the leuer me y-wis.'

The leches goth, and Guy leue allone,

That rewthfully maketh his mone.

' JSTow god,' quoth Guy, ' what shaH y doo ?

How longe shaH laste me this woo ?

Why ne may y dede bee,

Whan y ne may Mr* mery yen) see,

620

The physicians

assented,

525 and left him.

Guy recommenced
his lament.

530



32 GUY RESOLVES TO VENTURE ON [aUCHINLECK MS.

|pat haj) al mine hert & Jjoujt

!

& y no misgilt hir neuer nou^t,

Bot on jjat ichir loue wel,

& euer more loue schel

!

3if ich it hir schewe, sclie wil telle 535

Hir fader, & lie me wil quelle.

J)ei he it wist, siker apli3t,

More fan me sle don he no mi3t.

3if he me SI0U3, it were schonde,

Schuld y fan for dejj wonde

;

540

To hir for sofe ichil go

& schewe hir of mi michel wo.

MS. iior. col. 2. Vnder heuen [n]is so strong fing

So is loue and wowing.

Now,' he seyd, 'what for fan] 545

j)ei ich hir loue, blame me noman

;

To warant ichil drawe atte frome

J?at loue dof me fider come,

& fat loue dof me go to f

e

Jpat y no may wif-hold me.' 550

C, ao3. "VXTith fis Gij arisen is,

T T & to fe gate gof y-wis.

'God,' quod Gij, 'y do foliliche :

Y sle me seluen sikerliche

;

Tunib.p.17,1.409. Mine owhen [def] y go now secheinde. 555

God,' he seyd, ' be mine helpinde !

'

Adoun he fel a-swounie

;

& when he gan to dawei,

' To fe court,' he seyd, ' ichil go,

Be it for wele or for wo : 560

To fe court ichU, what so bitide,

J?ei gret strengfe me do abide.'

c. »»5. Now is Gij to court y-comen

As man fat is wif sorwe y-nome,

& in to an erber he is y-go, 565

Felice findef fer in fo

;



CAIUS MS.] ANOTHER APPEAL TO FELICE.

That hatR aH myn) hertz's thoughte 1

And y neuere amysse did hir noughte,

Bot ooiily that y loue hir vreit,

And euere while y lyue shaH:.

Yf y hir beseche, she "woU it telle

Hir fader, and than) he woH me quelle.

And though he it wiste right nowe, a plighte,

Nomore than slee me doo he mighte.

33

535

'If her father

knew,
he could only

slay me.

Bot y shaH goo and speke hir* too, 541

And shewe hir* my grete woo.

Vnder" heuen) is not so harde thing*

As is loue in wowyng*.'

Yet seide he after thanne, [p. 18] 545

* Though she me hlame, noo force y kanne

;

Bot to hir y shaH sey so,

That loue me did thider goo.'

I will go to her

agaib

Guy with that arisen is,

And to the Courte he wente ywis.

551 Guy went off.

After a swoon,

Nowe is Guy to Courte coffie,

As man) that was with woo nome

;

In to an herhei* he is goo,

Felice he fonde therin thoo
;

WARWICK.

565 he found Felice

in a garden.



34 FELICE AGAIN AT FIRST [aUCHINLECK MS.

At Mr fet he lum leyd,

Al wepeand to hir he seycl,

c. 3®4. ' Felice, now ich am comen to Jje,

& jif foil wiltj fou mi3t m[e] sle, 570

For now icham wij3-in thi loke,

& pine hest ichaue to-broke.

For ich would Jiatow seye

Jje sorwe pat y for jpe di-eye :

])e strong pine & pe wo 575

Y dreye for pe euer-mo.

Mine hert schal bilene wip pe

:

Wiltow, niltow, it schaP so be,

paA^ mi bodi ferli^ may,

Bot pat wille it lastep ay. 580
Tunib. p. 18,1.435. Jjer while y line, lone y pe wille,

& bot jif y do, ichil me spille

;

For me no schal it to-deled be

)5er while pat liif it lastep in me

;

])e to lone no mi3tow me forbede, 585

In wo & sorwe pou dost me fede.

Deaf iiov. coi.i] Whan it worp pi fader y-teld

)?atow hast mine hert in weld,

& he wite that y lone pe,

Ichot for sope he wil me sle

;

590

& pat schal turn me al to blis

When y schal dye for sope y-wis.

Henne forward ne reche y me

Of mi liif, whare it be,

IS'o of mi dep neuer pe mo 695

No reche y neuer where y go.'

C. SIS'. He ferd as he wer mat,

Adoun he fel aswoune wip pat j

Felice stode & loked him to

& biheld his strong wo

;

600

' MS. itscJial. ^ read \>at me 1 ^ read fersi 1



CAIUS MS.] REPELS guy's approaches. 35

At hir fete he him leyde,

And thaa) ali wepyng to hu-* he seide :

' Y am come mercy to aske of the

;

Yf thoTi -woli thou maist slee me

;

Thy com?naTindeme?it y wote weH y haue broke
'Now that y am come before thy loke.

And leef me were surely

The sorowe that y haue suffred by and by,

Stronge peyiie sorowe and woo
That y for the haue endured eueremoo.

Myn herte shaH y leue with the :

WoH thou or not, so shaH it bee

;

My body farther" goo ne may,

And my wille lasteth ay.

While y lyue, the lone y wille,

Wliethei^ y saue my self or spille
;

Thurgh me demed it shaH not bee

Whiles that lif is within) me.

The to loue thou may not forbede,

Witfi sorowe and woo thou dost me fede.

570

' I have broken
thy best and
come.

575

680

585 Thou canst not
forbid me to love
thee.

Fro hense foreward it rekketh not me
Of my lif how so it bee,

Ne of my deth neuere the moo
I ne rekke how that it goo,

For of this lif y am chekmate,'

A-downe he felle swounyng^ with that

;

Felice loked vpon) him thoo.

And behelde his grete woo

;

Euthe she had in hu- herte

Of his sorowe and his smerte.

[p. 19]

600

I reck nought of
life or death.'

595

He avvooned, and
Felice bade a
maiden lift him
up.



36 ONE OF HER MAIDENS PITIES GUY, [aUCHINLECK MS.

F'

To a mayde sclie seyd jjo :

* Take him vp in jjine armes to,

1 MS. onpe & lay him soft on jje^ grounde

'

; 605

& sche dede so in fat stounde.

|3at mayden 3ede to him wepeiude,

& Gij "wel sore biminde :

Turnb.p.19,1.461. ' Bi god^ of heuen,' sche seyd,

c. 33©. & ich wer as feir a mayd, 610

& as riche kinges douhter were

As ani in fis warld here,

& he of mi lone vnder-nome were.

As he is of jjine in strong manere,

& he wald me so o loue jerne, 615

Me fenke y no my^t it him nou^t werue.'

lehce the feir answerd fo :

' Damisel,' sche seyd, ' whi seistow so 1

j5ou art to blame, al-so y se,

JsTo-fing fer-mid no paistow me. 620

Oft Jjou hast y-herd in speche

)3at we no schal no man biseche,

Ac men schul biseche wimen

In the feirest maner J>at fai can,

& fond to speden 3if fai may 625

iTAs.Mni^tes BoJ)e bi^ni3tes and bi day.'

Of his swouning he vpros Jjo ;

j)e maiden him tok in armes to,

Felice seyd to Gij, ' Jjou dost folie,

)3atow wilt for mi loue dye

;

630

Schal y do mi fader of-sende 1

I schal him telle word & ende,

[leafuov. col. 2] jjat tow dost me litel worfschipe,

When fou me desirest to schenschipe ;

Tumb.p.20,1.487. In his court he schal deme fe, 635

& al to-lime, to queme me.'

IF Gij answerd anon fer-to,

' God jeue ])at it wer y-do.



CAIUS MS.] AND TAKES HIS PARI WITH FBLICB. 37

To a maide she seide thoo :

* Take him vp in thyi]) armes twoo,

And ley him) vp fro the grounde,

Tin him bee past that bitter stounde.'

605

' By god of heuen/ that maide seide,

* Though y were of the worlde the fairest maide, 610

And the Eichest Kjngis Doughter were

That in this worlde crowne dooth here,

And he of my lone desirous were.

As he is of thine in stronge manere,

Ne wolde y him my loue werne, 615

And he me wolde therof lerne,

Felice the faire answerd therto :

* Avoide, dameseH, why seist thou so 1

So thou shuld not rede me

;

Thou art to blame forsothe y telle the. 620

Thou hast ofte herde this speche,

That we ne shuld noman beseche,

But they shuld beseche women

On the fairest manere that they kau),

And assaye yf they spade may [p. 20]

Either by nyghte or by day.'

Guy of swounyng' awaked thoo

;

The maide helde him in hir armes twoo.

UTE,' QUOTH Felice, ' thou doost folic :

"VVoH thou for my loue dye 1 630

After my fader y woU sende,

And telle him euery worde to the ende,

That thou him doost grete disworship

Whan thou desirest my shenship
;

In this Courte he shall dampne the 635

Highe to hange, to please me.

Guye answerd anone right thoo :

* I^ow god wolde it might bee so,

'G'

The maiden pitied

him.

She said, were she

the fairest on
earth, she could

not refuse him.

Felice reproved

her for her

sympathy with
Guy.

625

Guy recovered

consciousness.

Felice pointed out

how angry her

father would be.



38 FELICE IS MOVED AT LAST, AND WILL [aUCHINLECK MS.

i MS. pouhaddeat J)at of mi dejj J)ou baddest ' wite !

Of mi liif is me bot lite

;

640

Eedi icb am it to vnder-fong,

Be it wij5 ri^t, be it wi|) "wrong.'

G

C. 341. ^ Felice badde of bim gret rewjje :

' Gij,' quod [scbe], * jjou louest me in trewfe

;

Al to micbel J)ou art afoild,

Now J)i blod it is acoild. 650

Ac tbing j grant pe

;

More no mijtow asky me :

)?er nis leuedi, no maiden non,

In J)is cuntre so wide so man may gon,

& tow louedest hir astow dost me 655

Jpat scbe no wold grant bir loue to fe,'

ij seyd to Felice, ' now lete fis be

;

Now me fenke J)ou scornnest me,

Ifis me nou^t iuel auoiij y-di3t,

"When ))ou wUt of me no-wi^t ? 660

2 MS. afo!e 'Now a fole^ icb-il be

& mi witt cbau?2ge for j^e !

'

c, 35.1». ' Gij,' seyd Felice, 'now vnder-stond :

For now nil y no))ing wond ;

Tunib.p.21,1.513. & J)ei y Say fe al mi wille, 665

No bold it for non vn-skille :

No grome louen y no may

Fort be be kni3t forsoj) to say,

Feir & beld to tellen by,

S[t]rong in armes & bardi

;

670

& wben J)ou bast armes vnder-fong,

^ icbaue it vnder-stonde,

)?an schaltow baue J>e loue of me,

3if |)nw be swicbe as y telle ]?e.'



CAIUS MS.] LOVE GUY WHEN HE IS A PROVED KNIGHT. 39

That of my detS ttou migBt bee the wite

!

Therof y shulde Lee "wonder lighte !

I am aH redy it to fonge,

Bee it with right or with wronge
;

For suche a drinke me is yiue,

That y ne kepe noo lenger lyue

;

Myn) hede y shall fayne for the leye,

I rekke not what any man seye.'

Felice had of him grete ruthe :

' Guye,' she seide, ' thou louest in trathe

;

To moche thou art thurgh loue assaiUed,

That thy wittes been) gretly dismaied.

So moche y shall nowe doo for the

That more thou maist not bidde me :

Ther nys Lady nor man) noon),
[p. 211

So wide as me might in this Contree goon),

And thou loued loir as thou doost me,

But she wolde gmunte to loue the,'

'Felice; quoth Guy, 'lete that bee,

For thou doost bot scorne me,'

Guy wished he

- . - was put to deatli

640 for his love.

645

Felice began to
pity him.

650

655

She granted that

his love would
prevail with any
maiden.

Guy begged lier

not to mock him.

'Guy,' quoth Felice, 'nowe vnderstonde

My wiUe y haue to the in this stounde

;

And take it not for noon) vnskille

Though y sey to the my wille.

I woH loue noo knaue in wone

Before that he bee knyght bee-come,

Faire and hende and gretly sette by,

Of armes good and hardy;

665 Felice nndertooli

if Guy were a

knight

670

Thanne shaH thou haue the loue of me,

Yf thou wolbee as y telle the.'

he should have
her love.



40 GUY ASKS THE EARL TO KNIGHT HIM : [aUCHINLECK MS.

c. 365. "TTTlien Gij herd Jiat tiding, 675

T For ioie Ms hert gan to spring

;

At liir he tok leue anon,

In-to the castel he gan to gon
;

Al so swife as he it mi^t do,

In-to the court he gan to go

:

680

[leaf iiir. col. 1] Of eu6rich day him jjought ten

1 gadded over the Eort he seve his^ lemen.
line.

-^

c. 3»s. & when he feld him hole & fere,

He went to court wi]) glad chere ;

Michel ioie wijj him fai made, 685

& alle fai wer blife & glade.

To perl pan went Gij,

& gret pat kni^t hardi, 690

& seyd, ' sir, pine armes ich ax

;

3if ich am per to y-wax,

Turab. p. 22,1.539. Ich am redi hem to fong,

& pe to serue wip-outen wrong.'

}?erl answerd, & seyd po, 695

c. 3S4. * Blepeliche, Gij, seppe pou wilt so.'

IT J?erl dede anon apa?'aile

Gyes dobing Avip-outen feyle

;

Wei richelich he dubbed Gij,

& wip him felawes tventi, 700

}jat al baroxins sones were

(For Gyes loue he dubbed hem pere),

}?at wip perl Eohaud hadde ben long,

In his seruise armes to vnder-fong.

It
was at pe holy trinite, 705

Jjerl dubbed sir Gij pe fre,

& wip him tventi god gomis,

Knijtes and riche baroim sonis.

Of cloth of Tars & riche cendel

Was he[r] dobbeing euerich a del; 710



CAIUS MS.] HE IS DUBBED WITH GREAT CEREMONY. 41

680

Ihannb Guy herde that tyding*,

For ioye Ms lierte beganne to spryng*
j

His loue to hir anone lie kaste than),

And in-to the CasteH: forthwith he cam)

;

As sone as he might it doo,

To the higfie palais he gan) goo :

Of oon) daie hym thoughte ten,

That he ne might see his lemmarD.

Whan) he him felte hole and suer,

To Courte he gooth with gladde cher*

;

FuH gladde chere they him made,

And thanked god, and were right glade

That Guy was to Coiirte come : [p. 22]

Gladde they were aH and some.

Before the Erie tho come Guy,

To him he kneled as to his lorde mighti

;

* Sir,' quoth Guy, ' armes y aske the,

Yf y Lee worthy accepte to bee

;

Yf it bee thy wille that y theim fonge,

And serue the lorde withoute wronge.'

THE Erle Eohaud answerd thoo,

' Blithely, Guy, sithe thou wolt so.'

The Erie dooth than) apparaille

Guyes dobbing) withoute faille

;

He dud him dobbe richely,

And with him of his felawes twenty

That aH good barons sofies were,

(For Guyes loue he dobbed theim aH there)

That with the Erie Eohaud had bee longe

In seruice, armes for to fonge.

It was at the fest of the holy Trinyte,

That the Erie dobbed Guy so free,

And other twenty for his loue,

Good knyght/s [and] barons sofies, aboue.

Of riche Clothes and sendaH

"Was their' dobbyng, thurgh-oute aH; 710

675 On hearing thi s,

Guy's heartleaped
for joy.

He soon felt liale,

and repaired

gladly to court.

685

He begged the

-_- Earl to dub him
OUO a knight.

695 The Earl

promised he
would,

and dubbed Guy

'7Af»
^^^^ twenty

iV\} other young men.

705 The ceremony
took place at the

Holy Trinity.



42 GUT NOW PRESENTS HIMSELF TO FELICE, [aUCHINLBCK MS.

j)G panis al of few & griis,

J3e mantels weren of micliel priis,

Wij) riche armour & gode stedes,

J?e best Jjat wer in lond at nedis.

Alder-best was Gij y-di3t, 715

jjei be wer an emperour sone, apli^t

:

So ricbelicbe dobbed was be,

Nas no swicbe in J)is cuntre

;

Turnb.p.23,1.565. Wijj licbe stedes wele erninde,

Palfreys, coursours wele bereinde. 720

No was jjer noifer sweyn no knaue,

J?at oujt faUed fat be scbuld baue.

^ ISTow is sir Gij dobbed to kni^t

;

Feir be was and micbel of mijt,

c. 4«©. To Felice went sir Gij, 725

& gret bir wel curteyslie,

Peafiiir. col. 2] & seyd, * icbaiie don astow seydest me to,

For jjB icbaue suflfred micbe wo :

Arme for fe icbaue vnder-fong,

]pe to se me ]50U3t long.

jDou art me bofe leue & dere,

Icb am y-comen fi wiUe to bere,'

^ ' Gij,' seyd Felice, ' beye jje nou3t

:

736

3ete bastow no fing of armes y-wroujt.

No artow fe better neuer a del

jpan J)0u wer ere, y say Jje wel,

Bot on Jjatow [bast] newe dobing,

& art cleped knijt wijj-outen lesing 3 740



CAIUS MS.] BUT SHE SATS HE HAS DONE NOTHING YET. 43

Of riche jJanys of faire grys,

And witli manteliis riche of pris

;

Of good armes and stoute stedes,

Of aH the londe the beste at nedes.

Ouere theim aU was Guy best dighte, 715

Though he an Emperoum soiie had bee righte :

'

Ther* might noon) better dighte bee : [p. 23]

"With aH kynnes armes dobbed was he.

They were richly

arrayed,

but Guy most
richly of all.

Ther* ne was squier neither knaue

That failled oughte hot he shuld haue.

'How is Guy dobbed knyght,

Curteis and hende, and of grete myght.

Than to Felice he ganne goo,

"With grete loue he resouned hir thoo :

' "WeU thou wotest, lemman), that it is so,

For the that y haue suffred grete woo

In aH my body, y the plighte,

Thou hast made me passing^ lighte.

Armes y haue for the fonge,

The to see me thoughte longe

;

Now y am at thy wille come.

As to hir' that y loue most in wone.

Than seide Felice, ' ne haste the notight

:

Yet hast thou noo things of armes wroughte.

Noo better thou art neuere a dele

Than thou were before, y preoue it wele,

Bot oonly that thou hast newe dobbyng*.

And knyght art cleped withoute lesyng^.

Bot whan y may wite and see

That thou hast in torment^s bee,

And that thou hast knyghtes nome,

Castell^s and Toures oue?'ecome,

And thurgh aH the londe and Contree

Thy knyghthode fuH good knowen) bee,

725 Thereafter, Guy
presented himself

to Felice,

730

and claimed her

love.

735 But she told him,

740

he had done
nothing yet

:

745



44 GUT STAKTS IN SEARCH OF ADVENTURES [aUOHINLBCK MS.

Bot it be Jjurch J)i mi^t,

j)ou no mijt chalang loue fsurcli ri^t.*

c. 4*5. "VTThen Gij herd FeKce so speke,

T T He tok his leue and gan out reke

;

750

At hir leue he tok anon,

& to his fader he gan to gon,

Tuinb.p.24,1.591. & sejd, 'fader, vnder-stond me:

Tcham news dobhed as ^e may se,

Ouer pe se ichil now fare 755

To win priis & los fare.'

His fader him answerd sone,

c. 4*5. * Sone, god leue fe wele to done I

& als michel as J»e nede be,

Sone, schaltow haue wijj fe.' 760

IT Suward cleped Herhaud to him,

& seyd, ' Herhaud, frende min,

Wi]) Gi mi sone schaltow wende

;

765

In gode stede mot je lende.

)?ou schalt kepe mi sone Gij,

For he is mi sone & tow mi norri.

Loke, Herhaud, fat tow him kepe

;

& fine felawes fat ben 3epe,

Bofe Torold & sir Vrri,

On 30U y trust sikerli

;

& wif Herhaud schul je go 775

To kepe mi sone from care & wo.*

& hii answerd sone anon,

* Hastiliche, sir, wil we wif him gon.'

}5ai weren bofe strong kni^tes,

faltered to fl^itte, -Q^i^ ^nd hardi in ich fijtes.i 7R0

c. 485. Gij tok wif him what he wold

Bofe of siluer & of gold.



CAIU8 MS. WITH HERHAULD, TOROLD, AND URRY. 45

And that it bee for thy myghte,

And than thou may aske me loue with righte.

WHANNB Gut herde Felice so speke, [p. 24]

His leue he toke and ganne onte reke

;

Of Felice he toke his leue anone,

And to his Fader he gan) gone.

* Sir/ he seide, ' vnderstonde me :

I am) nowe dobbed as ye may see

;

Ouer see y woH fare

To take lawes and pris there.'

Syward his fader answerd his sone,

' God graunte the weH ayene to come !

Siluer and golde take enowe,

As moche as nedeth for thy prowe

;

At thy wille take with the

Hors and barneys and good mayne.'

Sywarde clepeth heraude to him,

And seide, ' heraude, frende myn,

With my sone thou shalt wende

In good stede with him to lende.

Thou shalt kepe my sone Guy

That is yonge knyght and thy nory,

For he is bot a yongelyng*

;

I you beteche bothe to heuen King*,

And the heraude for to kepe
;

And thy felawes aH by hepe,

That is Tureld and Vrry,

In you y truste sikirly

;

To-gider with heraude they shuH goo,

To kepe my sones body fro woo.'

' Sir,' quoth they euerychori), [p. 25]

' FuH gladly we woU with him goori).'

Knyghtes they were fuH: good, y plights,

Of aH the contree the best in fighte.

Guy toke of siluer and golde

As moche as he haue wolde.

he must prove his

valour.

750

755

Gtiy then asked

his father's leave

to fare over sea.

760

765

His father gave

him three

knignts,

Herhaud,

770

Torold, and Urri,

as companions.

775

780



40 THEY LAND IN NORMANDY AND AT ROUEN. [aUCHINLECK MS.

[leaf uiv. col. 1] To be se bai ben now y-come,
Tunib.p.25,1.617.

c. 50®. & seyled ouer atte frome.

J?ai conien in-to Normondye, 785

Kniglit-scliippe fai seclien on heye

;

In Eon Gij take]? liis herberwe

"Wij5 fe richest man of f)e borwe

;

Mete & drink J)ai hadde anou^,

Ifas fer non fat it wi]5-drou3. 790

Sir Gij bis ost cleped him to,

& him bi-gan to frein Jjo,

& asked him wher pe turnament schuld be, 795

So mani scheldes fan seye he.

c. sii. His ost seyd, ' sir, wite 36 nou3t

Of pis turnament pat is bipou^t ?

'

' 'No,' seyd Gij, ' bi mine wite,

Y no herd Jjer-of neuer ^ete.' 800

His ost him answerd snelle,

' Of pat turnament y schal 30U telle :

It schal be for a maiden of pr/s,

Jjemperours doubter sche is

;

A turnament he hap don grede, 805

A swipe michel & vn-rede.

c. 531. ]3er nis no knijt in Speyne,

Al to pe se of Breteyne,

J?at ou3t y-told wip be,

Jjer men schal his mi3t se. 810

Tu.-nb.p.26.i.643. He pat best dop pat day,

]3er he schal winne pat play.

Of euerich londe pider com kni3tes,

JOat strong ben & bold in fi3tes

;

For who that is gode & snelle, 815

As ichaue herd oper men telle,

Who pat per be of mest mi3t,

Grete worpschipe he winnep, apli3t.



CAIUS MS.] GUY HEARS OP A GREAT TOURNAMENT. 47

To the see they been come,

And ouere they saille at Frome

;

Come they "been in-to Normandye,

Knyghthode shewyng^ by and by.

At 1 taketh Guy herborougB

With the richest of that borowgh

;

Of the best they had enough,

Ne was ther noon) that it with-drough

;

For they had enough euere^ see,

Golde and sHuer grete plentee.

GUTE HIS hoste cleped him to

;

Tidinges he asked of him thoo

Where that any torment shuld bee,

So many sheldes ledde sawe he.

* Sir,' quoth his hoste, ' ne wote ye nought

Of a torment that is bethought ?

'

* Noo,' quoth Guy, ' by lesu swete,

Therof ne herde y neuere yette.'

' Sii^,' quoth his hoste, ' and ye woU duelle,

AH that y wote y shaH you telle :

A maide brighte and of grete pris,

(Of Almaigne the EmperoMrs Doughter she is)

A turnement she hath doo cryde,

I herde neuere noon) suche on this side
;

For there nys knyghte in aU Spaigne, [p. 26]

Anone to the see of Britaigne,

That of armes aughtis named bee,

Bot there his might men) shall see.

Of euery londe thider come knyghtes,

Proude and bolde, and stronge in fightes,

With them he
departed over sea,

785 '^^^ arrived

in Normandy,
at Rouen.

[' Blank space

in MS.]

790

[" read otiere ?]

Guy questioned

bis host.

795

and learned that

there was to be a
tournament,

800

in honour of the

Emperor's
daughter.

805

810

The winner of the

tournament was
to have

And they that been) of most mighte,

Grete worship they shall wynne, aplighte.



48 THE TOURNAMENT FOR THE EMPEROR's DAUGHTER. [aUCHINLECK MS.

For J>e maiden y spac of er,

Is femperours douhter Reyner

;

820

He schal bring to Jje turment fat day

(Wele is him J)at it winne may)

c. 53». A ger-fauk fat is milke white

(To him nis nowhare his liche),

& a stede of gret bounte 825

(He no schuld be ^onen for a cuntre).

& tvai gi'ehoundes fat white ben

(Swiche no haf men nowhare y-sen).

rieafiiiv.coi.2] & who SO winnej) fe turnament al

Bi aifer half, fe priis have schal, 830

j)e gerfauk & fe gode stede

Bofe he schal haue to mede,

& fe tvay grehoundes fat gode bef

He schal haue fat fer best def

,

& fe maiden fat is so fre, 835

Bot he haue a fairer in his cuwtre.'
Tnmb.p.27,1.669. _^ ^ ,

c. a-fto. IT When sir Gij herd fat tiding,

> Glad he was wif-outew lesing

;

Sir Gij seyd to his fere,

* In gode time come we here : 840

To morwe, so sone so it is day,

We wil wenden in our way.'

Sir [Gij] his ost a palfrey jaf fo.

For fe tiding he teld him to.

Anon amorwe wel erliche 845

J)ai don hem i?i her wai sikerliche.

Of rideing wil fai neuer stent

To fai com to fe turnament. 850

& when fai wer fider y-come,

J?ai seye fer mani dou^ti gome

:

Bi feldes & bi riuers ridinde

Mani a kni^t fai seye cominde.



CAIUS MS.] GUY GOBS TO THE TOURNAMENT. 49

For that niaide y spake of eer,

Is the Emperoiirs doughter Eejmer

;

To that tM?Tiement he woii bringe that daye

(WeU may him bee that it -wynne maye)

A Girfauk ali swanne white

(Of his better y herde neuere yette)

And an hors of grete bountee

(It is worthe aii a contree)

And twoo Greyhoiindes that good bee

(Theii' better did ye neuere see)

;

And he that the tui'nem.ent oue^'e-cometh aH

On euery behahie, the pris he haue shall,

The White Girfauk and the stede

Bothe he shaH haue to his mede

And the Greyhoundes that so good beth,

AH shaH he haue that best doeth

;

And that maide that is so free,

Bot he haue a lemman) that fairer bee.'

Whan Guy herde this tyding*,

WeU gladde he was withoute lesyng*

;

Than) seide Guy to his feere,

* In good tyme come we here.

To morowe as sone as it is daye,

We woR doo vs on oure weye.'

Guy to his hoste a palfrey yaf

For the tiding?'^ that he him tolde hath,

On the morowe fuH tymely ,

On their' wey thei dresse theim sikirly,

Guy and his feres goode

Barons aH of kynde blode.

Of riding* doth they neuere stent

Tin they come to that turnement.

Whan thei thider were come

And^ sawe there many a semely mafi.

Bothe by Eyuers and by feldes riding^

Many knyghtes they sawe comyng*
WARWICK.

820

a milk-white

falcon.

825 a steed,

2 wliite ffrey-

liouuds.

830

835 and the maiden
herself.

Guy determined
to be present,

840

[p. 27]

845

and presented his

host with a
palfrey for his

tidings.

Next morning
they made theii-

way

850 to the place of the

tomnament.

1 read thei



50 GUY ENCOUNTERS GAYER. [aUCHINLECK MS.

' read honed ?

C. 3>'SO,

Turnb. p. 28,

1. 695.

& when Jjai were J)ider y-come,

To fe turnament fai went al & some

;

Out of \>e rengge jjai gun hem di^t,

j)e barouns fat were of miche mijt.

j)an oxed anon sir Gij

To fe barouns fat oned^ hi7n bi

:

' What is he, fat ich kni3t,

)5at out of fe renge haj» him di^t,

Wif fo armes brijt & schene ?

'

Hii answerd anon :
' y wene,

It is a kni^t of miche priis,

Douhti he is bi Seyn Deniis

;

Out of fe rengge he hajj him di3t,

3if he mijt finden ani kni3t

Jpat wij) Mm wald iusti

;

)5er-to he makef him redi.'

Ojaines sir Gij fer come Gayer,

To iuste wif him he drouj him ner
;

He rode to him as a gode knijt,

He semed a man^ of miche mi3t.

855

860

865

870

MS. ii2r. col. 1. Gaier smot sir Gij bifore

^ MS. pescheid & purch fe scheld^ him haf i-bore;

pe launce brak, fat was wele "wrou3t,

})e hauberk was gode & failed nou3t.

Gij afterward Gaier smot,

To gronnde he feld him fot hot,

j)e. stede toke bi the reyn,

& lepe vp wif gret meyn.

c. 58S. ISTow ginnef fe turnamint

:

Ich smit on ofer wel gode dint

;

]5ai smiten togider for sof , y pli3t,

Eueriche to nim ofer dede his mi^t.

"Wel mani kni3tes Gij wan fat day.

Of fe maistri he wan fat play
;

880

885

890



CAIUS MS.] GUY THROWS GAYER. 51

And wlian) thei thider aH were come, 855

To ioustes they wente thau fuH soiie

;

Oute of the thrange they gan theim dighte,

The Barons ail of grete miglite.

Than) asked sir Guy

Of a lorde that stode him by : 860

' Who is nowe that same Knyght

That oute of the rows dooth him dight 1
'

' I shaH: telle the ; as y wene,

That same with the armes shene

A Knyght he is of grete pris, 865

And y the swere by seynt Denys,

For to iouste he is dighte,

And he may fynde any knygfite

That ayenst him darre iousty :

Therto he maketh him redy.' 870

WHANNE GuYE sawe comyng* was Gayer, [p. 28]

Eedy to iouste he drawetH him nei*

;

Oute of the Eowe he dooth him hye,

WeH he sembled as a knyghte hardye.

They smytteii than to geders thoo, 875

FuH harde strokes they yiuen bothe two.

Gaer smote Guy before,

Thurghoute the shelde his launce he bore

;

The launce to-brake, that was so weH -wrought

:

The hauberkis were good and failled nought. 880

And Guy to Gaer thoo he smote,

That to grounde he felled him fote bote

;

That hors he taketh by the Eeyne

And forthe he wendetB with meyne.

Tho beganne that turnement

:

885

Eche Knyght on other smote good dent

;

Harde they smyte, y the plighte,

Eche to take other they doo their mighte.

So many knyghtis Guy toke that daye

And thurgh his strength ouerecome that playe, 890
£ 2

Guy asked the

name of

a knight

who rode out to

meet him.

It was Gayer

:

they encounter.

Guy throws him,

and routs all

whom he meets.



52 GUY THROWS DUKE OTOUS OF PAVIA [aUOHINLECK MS.

So mani helmes lie to-drof,

Jpat mani man wonderd per-of

:

Tumb. p. 29, gat he neuer so wel no so fast,
1. 721. '

Jpat he no feld him sone on hast.

jpe douke Oius of Pauie 895

To Gij he hadde envie

;

Wijj him he wald iusti,

It turned him to vilani.

Jpe douke come prikia?id on his stede

J5at certeyne was, and gode at nede, 900

& sir Gij on anofer al-so

;

Gode kni3tes jjai weren bo.

c. 603. Gij J)urch Jje scholder him smot,

& feld him to grourede fot hot,

^ pe douke Eeyner seye jjat cas 905

Of Sessoine : wel modi he was.

He come als swife as he mijt driue,

Gij to smite he heyed hliue,

& seyd to him :
' in iuel stounde

3af jjou t>e douke Otous wounde. 910

To wrojjer hele iuste fou wif him.

He is mi germain cosyn :

Icham J)e douke Eeyner fat to fe speke '^

Icham y-comen him to awreke :

Turn fe and iuste wif me.' 915

' Blejjsliche,' quod Gij, ' bi my leute.'

c. 611^. /~^ ij him turned & gan to smite
;

\^ He nold spare him bot lite

;

Turni.. p. 30, He smot be douke on be scheld,
1.717.

}5at it fleye in fe feld, 920

MS. ii2r. col. 2, & bar J)e douke Eeyner saunfeil

Ouer & oue[r] his hors tayl.

J5e stede bi fe reyn he hajj y-nome,

Ojain to fe douke he is y-come.

' Here is Jjine hors, y 3iue it te

;

925

When ichaue nede, aquite it me !

*



CAIUS MS.] AND DUKE BEYNER OP SAXONY. 53

That euery man "wondred therof :

So many helmes he there aH: to-drof.

That daye satte noman there so faste,

Eot that he felled him at the laste.

And the Duke Otes of Pauye

A-t Guy he had grete enuye

;

For pride he wolde with him iousty,

And therof hym befelle grete vilanye.

895 He overthrowi

Otous, duke of

Paria,

Thurgh the shurlder Guy him smote,

To grounde he felle, god it wote.

The Duke Eeyner sawe that caas, [p. 29]

And therfore he fuH angry was.

Toward Guy he ganne dryue,

Him to smyte he hieth bylyue

And seide to Guy :
' in euyl stounde

Thou gaue Duke Otes a greuous wounde. 910

In euyl tyme thou iousted with him.

He is my nyghe germayne Cousyn :

I am the Duke Eeyner that to the speke

;

I am come him on the to awreke.'

' I graunte,' quoth Guy, 'so mote y thee. 915

Withdrawe the anone and iouste with me.'

Guy to him heganne to smyte

And did him not spare hot a lite

;

An highe he smote him in the shelde.

That downe he felled him in the feelde. 920

905 ^f"^ Duke R«yiier

of Saxony,

The hors by reyne he hath nome,

And to the Duke thermth he is come.

* Nowe here thy hors y take the

;

Yf y haue nede, yelde it me.'

925 whose horse he
retui'us to him.



54 HERHAUD, TOROLD, AND URUI [aUCHINLECK MS.

I MS. jpiname

Tuvnb. p. 31,

1. 773.

& wele he 3alt him his while,

As gode kni3t wi]7-outen gile

;

I schal 30U tel fair & wel

Hou he it 3aid him eueridel.

c. ea*. When pe douk Otus y-seye pis,

To-^aines Gij he come, y-wis :

' Sir kni3t,' he seyd, ' y prey fe,

Tel me pi name^ and whenne tow be.'

IT Sir Gij answerd wel freliche,

' Y schal Jje tel ful blejjeliche :

Gij of Warwike men clepep me

;

Ich was y-born in pat ciTntre.'

J?e douk Lowayn cam wip pis,

A gode spere in his hond, y-wis ;

To Gij he smot wip gret hete,

& Gij 03ain to him smite :

To-gider so hard gun pai driue,

)3at her speres gan al to-riue.

Jjai smiten togider hard & wel

Wip her swerdes of grou?iden stiel

Jjurch scheld & hauberk also :

Strong fi3t was bi-tven hem to.

Wip that come Herhaud priking

;

jJe douk he met coming,

& of his hors him hap y-feld

E,i3t long stre3t in pe feld.

Wip pat come pe douke Gaudiner,

& mett wip sir Torold per
j

Sir Torold smot him on pe scheld,

Jpat he feld him in the feld
;

He semed kni3t gode & hardi.

c. ©48. Wip pat come prikeiiig sir Urri

;

}?an gan pe fi3t to ben aferd

;

Of swiche ne haue 3e nou3t y-hord,

ISTo ich it nou3t telle no mijt,

For long dueling, y 30U pli3l

,

930

935

940

945

950

955

960



CAIUS MS.] DISTINGUISH THEMSBLVKS ALSO. 65

And he fuH weH quytte his while,

As a good knyght sliiild Avithoute gile

;

Sone ye may here euery dele

How he him it yelde swithe wele. 930

Whan the Duke Otes herde this,

Ayenst Guy he come, ywis :

' Sir Knyght, telle thou me

Of whennes thou art and what thy name bee.'

And Guy answerd than boldely, 935

' I telle the nowe full truely :

Guy of Warrewik men clepe me
; [p. 30]

I was borne in that Contree.'

The Duke of Louayne cometh with this Guy fougiit also

with the duke of

And a good spere in his hande, ywis
;

940 Louvani,

To Guy he smote with grete hete,

And he to him and wolde not lete :

With grete dyntes they to-geder dryueth,

That their launces aH: to-slyuereth.

They smyte to-geder harde and wele 945

With their swerdes of good Steele.

They thirle armes and sheldes also :

Stronge fighte ther' is betwene theim two.

HANNB Heraude of Ardern forth gan spraige, whom Herhaud

And the Duke he mette in his comynge : 950

Farre of his hors he hath him felled

AH longestreight in the felde.

To the Duke Gaudemei'^ than he smote, Torow fougiit

with Gaudiiier.

And of his hors he felled him fote bote :

Well he dooth as knyght hardy.

With that cometh to him vrry. urri dis-

rrt 1 rt 1- • J- 1
tinguished

Tbanne beganne that nghte witn swerde

:

wmseif also.

Of suche ye ne haue hot seelde herde. 960 displayed.

T



66 GUY IS DECLARED [aUCHINLBCK MS.

No no clerk vnder sonne,

MS. H2v. col. 1. Jjat J3e sojie 30U telle conne

;

Bot al J3e folk of J5at cuntre 965

Seyd fat Gij fe best ini3t be.

& Jjat ojjer day y-same

Sir Gij wan pat ich game

;

& per-fore, on euerich a side,

On bim was leyd al pe pride. 970

Turnb.p.32, So opon be bridde day
1.799.

c. 6©o. Jje kni^tes tok her leue and went oway.

H WiJ3 fis come pe douk prikeing,

A gode kni^t and wele doing.

' Lordinges,' he seyd, ' berkenep to me

:

975

Ichil 30U telle hou it schal be

;

& who so per-ojain sey ou^t,

Of bateyl no parf him feyl noujt.'

Jjai seyden al comnliche,

j)e dome was 3ouen sikerliche
;

980

pG gerfauk and pe gode stede,

Jpe grehoundes schul haue to mede

Gij of Warwike, pe noble knijt,

For best nov doand in pis fi3t.

j)ns pe knijtes ben departed y-wis

;

Sir Gij to jn y-comen is,

& dede him vnarmi :

Of turnament he was weri.

c. ©i». ^ Wip pat come a seriant prikeinde, 995

Gentil he was & wele spekeinde

;

To sir Gyes in he is y-come,

& him he gret atte frome :



CAIUS MS.] TO HAVE WON THE PRIZE, 57

Bot the folke sey of that contree

That Guye euer the beste is he.

And on moroTve for the same

The pris he had of that game.

Guy is praised on euery side,

And on him is tow7'ned aH the pride.

And, tho come the thirde daye,

That euerj man shtdde wende his weye,

There come the Dnke Eeyner priking*,

That good knyght was and weH: doyng*.

* Lordynges,' he seide, ' vnderstonde me,

Yf y myssey, that it may amended bee.

966

but by none more
than Guy.

970

On the third day

[p. 31]

975

Guy was declared

to have won the

prize.

This Girfauk and this stede,

Thise Greyhoundes shatt haue to mede

He that theim beste hath gete

Is Guy of "Warrewik, take ye kepe.

And that therto withseith augfit, 985

Of bataille ne may he faille naught.'

Ail they seide comenly,

* Thy dome we graunte, sikiiiy.'

Than they cryde as was the lawe

That Guy the presentej shuld haue by sothe sawe, 990

Whan they were aU went,

Guy to his Inne is come, verament,

And did him vnarme lightly

;

For of the twrnement he was wery.

With this Cometh a sergeant ridyng^ 995 a serjeant

Slie and wise and wele speking'

;

To Guyes Inne he is come,

And to Guy he wente right sone.



68 A SERJEANT BRINGS THE PRIZE [aUCHINLECK. MS.

* Thou art y-cliesen chef & pr/s

Of al Jjis cuntre for sope y-wis
;

For J30U hast y-won Jjis turnamewt,

Y make ])e here pis present

Turub. p. 33, Frajn be maiden Blancheflour, 1005
1.825. .IT

Jjat IS mi lordes douhter femperour

:

Jje gerfauk & pe stede also,

& \)Q tvay grehoundes ]3er-to
;

& ^ete hir loue wi]) pan,

Bot Jiou haue a fairer leman. 1010

Sche Jjat is pe tour wip-inne,

To day pou mi3t hir loue winne.'

c. ©91. 'a ^Tel curteysliche answerd sir Gij :

T T ' Sir,' he seyd, ' gramerci

;

Ich vnder-fong jjis present, 1015

& ponke hir pat it hider sent

;

MS. ii2v. col. 2. Hir druerie ich vnder-fong,

Hir kni3t to [be] wipouten wrong.

Leue fere,' he seyd, ' herken to nie,

What pat y schal telle pe : 1020

)?is armes ichil the jiue,

& make riche while pou line
;

& al pine feren pat be wip pe

Eiche 3iftes schullew haiiere of me,

& do ich-il 30U grete honour 1025

For pat maidens loue Blauncheflour,'

c. tfoa. ' Gramerci, sir Gij,' seyd he

;

• Ms.yjjoKjt. 'For armes come y nou3t^ to pe,

Ac to pe maiden ichil wende,

& tel hir hope ord & ende, 1 030

Tun.b. p. 34, Blauncheflour, pat swete thing,
1.S51. ...

Ichil hir tel gode tiding.

c. aoo. l^e seriant gop & lete Gij pare,

J" ]?at liuep in ioie and nou3t in care,



CAIUS MS.] TO GUY'S LODGING. 59

Carteisly Guy lie grelLe :

' Sir Guy/ he seide, 'god tlie kepe : 1000

Thou art holde the best in this borough

And in aR this londe thurgh and thorough.

Thou hast wonne the turnement,

Therfore y bringe to the this present

In the Maidens behalue Blanchefloure, 1005

My lordes doughter the Emperoure :

This white Girfauk, the stede also, [p. 32]

Thise -white Greyhoundes, that good bee bothe two.

Hir loue the she graunteth with aU than,

Bot if thou haue a fairer lemman), 1010

Than she that is the toure withynne :

This daie thou may hir loue wynne.'

Full curteisly answerd Guy : Guy

' Of thise presenter moult graunt mercy,

And thanke hir that theim hider sent

:

1015

FuH gladly y resceiue hir present,

Hir knyght to bee withoute wronge :

I shaH hir due]y vnderfonge.

My leue frende, nowe vnderstonde me :

Thou shaH doo as y sey the. 1020

Thise armes y shaH the nowe yiue

And make the riche while thou lyue

;

And aH thy felawes that bee with the

Eiche yiftes they shuH haue of me,

And doo you y shaH grete honoui''

For the Maidens loue Blanchefloui-'.'

' Grant mercy, sir Guy,' seide he

;

* For armes y come not to the,

And right to the maide y shaH wende

And telle hir worde and ende, 1030

To Blancheflour', that swete things,

And telle hir of the good tyding*.'

rriHE YONGE man gooth and Guy lefte there,

JL That is in ioje and not in kare.

brought it to

Guy's lodging

with Blanuhe-

flower's love.

offered rich

presents

1025 tothemessongers,

but they declined

them.



60 GUI SENDS HIS PRIZE TO EARL ROHAUT. [aUCHINLECK M3.

Tvay swaines Gij clepejj liim to, 1035

Anon lie seyd to hem bo :

' This present 36 schnllen vnderfong,

& wende Jjer-wijj into Inglond,

& present per-wiji hi mi word

Eohaut, mi kinde lord.' 1040

c. SIS. & when fai herd what he hem hete,

In her way fai dede hem skete,

& went ]3e[r]wiJ) ia-to Inglond,

& perl Eohaut per pai fond.

\)G gerfauk and pe gode stede, 1045

1 MS. originally )je tvai grehoundes wijj hem^ ^ede

;

Jperl fai made Iper-wilp present,

J?at sir Gij wan in turnament.

& anon pai him teld

Gij was pe hest in pe feld, 1050

& pat he was hest y-teld bi

Of al pe knijtes of Normandi.

him,

c. »3af. }3erl per-of wel glad he was,

& ponked god of pat gras

;

& Felice pe feir dede al-so,

When pe tiding come hir to
;

1060

Turnb. p. 35, And al his frendes eld and aing
1.877.

a rf expunged after Glad Were of pat^ tiding.

c. '?43. Nov Gij wendep in-to fer lond.

More of auentours for to fond

;

MS. 1131-. col. 1. Forp he went in-to Speyne,^ 1065

S„r'""' & after in-to Almeyne.

Jjer nas noiper turnament no burdis,

}pat Gij per-of no wan pe priis.

He was out al pat 3er

In mani londes fer & ner, 1070



CAIUS MS.] gut's friends ARE GLAD OP HIS RENOWN. 61

1045 tliejerfalcon,

tlie steed,

and two
greyhounds.

1050

Two sweynes Guy cleped him to, 1035

To theim he seide and bade also, Guy sent ins prize

That they with that present^ shuld fonde [p, 33]

Assone as they might in-to Englonde

And presente therwith in his worde

The Erie Eouhaude, his kynde lorde, 1040 to Eari Rohaut,

Whan they herde what Guy theim bade,

FuH redy thei made theim with hert glade.

They wente than in-to Englonde :

At Warrewik the Erie there they fonde.

The M^hite Girfauk and the stede,

The two Greyhoundes that by theim yede,

To the Erie they made their present

;

And that Guy it wanne at the turnement

Ail they haue the Erie telde^

And that he was the best in the felde.

And that he was nioste sette by

Of aH the knyghtfs in iN'ormandy,

And that the Emperrom' doughter with aH thaii)

Hadde him chose to hir lemman).

WHANNE the Erie herde this,

Fuil gladde he was therof*, ywis,

That Guy so moche preised was.

His fader thanked god of that cas :

Felice the faire did also.

Whan) the tidinges were tolde hir to. 1060

AH his frendes olde and yinge

Were fuli gladde of that tidinge. .

Tho wente Guy in-to farrer londe

Turnementzs and ioustes for to fonde.

In Almaigne and in) Lombardie, 1065

In Fraunce and in ISTormandie.

Ther* was noo twrnement, ywis, [p. 34]

Bot he was therat and had the pris.

He was oute more than a yere :

Thurgh aH londes men preised him there 1070

1055

The Earl,

Felice,

and all his

friends were glad.

After Guy had
thus won renown

in many lands,



62 guy's return to England. [auchinlbck ms.

And best is teld vnder suime,

& mest I'rendes ha]) y-wonne.

Jjan seyd Herhaud to sir Gij 1075

(His maister lie was & kni3t hardi)

:

' In-to Inglond we scliul nov go,

So wele so we may it do,

For we han ouer al y-be,

J3e pn's y-wonne in eueyich cuntre.' 1080

Gij seyd, ' maister, y grant wel

;

At Jji wil be it eueridel.'

' l^ow we han ben her & tar,

pe pris y-wonne euer ay-war

;

c\ 950. To king Afelston fou schalt aqueynt fe 1085

Of Inglond fat is so fre,

& wi]) Jje barouns also,

So wele pou may it nov do.

Tiirnb. p. 86, ^ Gil seyd, ' tomorwe, when it is daVf

Wende we wil m our way.

& when Tpe day is y-come.

In her way fai ben y-nome

;

Ouer se J»ai gan wende 1095

c. los. In Inglond fai gun lende.

Anon fai com to king Athelston,

Wel fair he hem vnder-fenge anon
;

WiJ) erls & barouns aqueynt him dede

Jpat riche ^iftes him bede. 1100

"ov is Gij to Warwike fare
;

)3erl Rohaut he fint ]jare.

He welcomed him. & his fere,

For he was him leue & dere,

& kist him wel sweteliche, 1105

& of his present fonked him miche.

N'



CAIUS MS.] GUY WKLCOMBD BY KING ATHELSTAK. 63

And helde him the best vnder soniie.

Many a good frende he had there wonne.

To 1 ayene he is come

And with his good hooste his Inne nome.

I
IB,' QUOTH heraude to Guy

(His maister he was, a Knyght hardy),

' To Englonde nowe woH we goo :

With worship we may it nowe doo

;

For we haue ou^re aH bee

And the pris wonne in euery contree.

[} Blank space

left in MS.2

1075 Ilerhaud advised

him

to return home.

1080

Guy consented,

To the kyngf thou shaH acqueynte the 1085

Of Englond, that is so free.

And to the Barons also

Wei bee-knowen thou shalt the doo.'

' Maister,' he seith, ' y g?'aunte wele,

After the that it bee euery dele

;

1090

And to-morowe whan it is daye,

We woU forthe on oure weye.'

Guy aroosse on morowe thoo,

And to the see they been goo :

Assone as they might, to shippe they wente, 1095

And in-to Englond they come in the lente.

To kyng' AthelstoiD Guy is come,

And with him he is aqueynted fuH sone.

With the Erles and Barons also,

And fuH riche yiftes they gaue him tho. 1100

To Warrewik than he is fare : [p. 35]

The Erie Eohaude he fonde there,

That faire vnderfonge him and his feere

;

For he was him bothe leef and dere.

He kissed him fuH swetely 1105

And of his present* thanked him hertly.

and next morning
tliey set off.

In England King
Athelstan

welcomed liira,

so did Earl

Rohaiit,



64 GUY REMINDS FELICE OF HER PROMISE. [aUCHINLECK SIS.

To liis leman he is y-come,

& euen forf hir-self sche hajj him nome.

Glad was his fader for him,

Sabin his moder & al his kin,

& al fe folk of fat cuntre

Blijje "were fai mi^t him se.

«.««». IT To Felice fan sir Gij is go; 1115

Sweteliche he seyd hir to :

* Leman,' he seyd, * wele fou he,

Mi liif ichaue for loue of J)e

;

Turnb. p. 37, Ded ich Were 2if bou nere,
1.927. ' ^ '

Mi bodi destrud and leyd on here. 1120

When J)ou fi wille hadde seyd to me,

Armes y fenge for loue of [fe] ;

& when ich hadde armes take,

j3ou seyd fou noldest me for-sake.

MS. 113r. col. 2.

)jou noldest }»i loue werne to me

;

& nov ich am her comen to J)e :

Dere leman, y prey fe

j)i wille Jiatow tel to me.' 1130

c V93. .lelice answerd swife an heye,

JL ' ISTo rape J?e noujt so, sir Gij
;

3ete nartow nou^t y-preysed so,

jjat me ne may finde o]>er mo
;

Orped jjou art and of grete mi3t, 1135

Gode kni3t & ardi in fi3t

:

& ^if ich Jje hadde mi loue y-^eue,

To welden it while fat y Hue,

Sleufe fe schuld ouercome :

iN'amore wostow of armes loue, 1140

No comen in turnament no in fijt.

So amerous fou were anon ri^t.



CAIUS MS.] FELICE STILL REFUSES TO MARRY GUY. 65

To his lemmaii he is weH-come,

And him to kisse she maketh hir bowne.

The Erie proferd him siluer and golde,

And noothing* therof take he wolde. 1110

FuH gladde is his fader of him

And his moder and aH his kynne,

And aH the folke of that Contree

Were gladde him for to see.

ON A DAYE he is to Felice goo,

And fuH louyngly he seith hir too :

* I am come as thou may see.

My lif y haue, lemmaii, thurgh thee :

Ne were tliou, lemmaii, dede y were,

My body destroied and leide on here. 1120

Armes y toke for lone of the,

Thoo thy wille thou tolde me,

That, whan y had amies take,

Thou woldest not than me for-sake.

And thou hast herde me preised bee 1 1 25

In many astraunge contree :

Thy loue shuld not me bee werned,

For y haue it, me thinketh, ayerned.

Sweting, nowe y am come to the,

Thy wille therof thou telle me.' 1130

FELICE answerd swithe oii highe, [p. 36]

And iaped not with sir Guye :

' Yet art thou not preised so,

Bot y kanne fynde suche other moo.

Stronge thou art and of grete mighte, 1135

Good and hardy and kene in fighte :

And if y the had my loue yiue.

And wille it the whiles y liue,

Sleuthe wolde the so ouerecome.

That thou woldest nomore armes doon), 1140

N"e come in twrnement nor in fighte.

So amerous thou wolde bee anone righte.

WARWICK. p

Felice,

and his fattier

and mottier.

1115 Gny visited

Felice,

and reminded her

of her promise.

Rut Feliee

protested

that she would
not ntiarry him.



66 GUY TAKES LEAVE OP FELICE [aUCHINLECK MS.

Y schuld misdo, so fenkejj me,

& miclie agilt 03aines te,

& ich pi manscliip scliuld sclione, 1145

1* over an Wit^ me euer more to woiie.
erasure.

c. SOI. Gij,' quod Felice, ' forhele y nille,
Tumb.p.3&,1.955.

Ac al J)e sojie icliil pe telle

:

j5ou art me leiiest of o])er alle,

For jji ' leman ' icliil the caUe
j

1150

Ac mi loue no schaltow haue

For nojjing fatow may craue,

Er pou perles holden be

& best doand in fis cuntre,

)2at nowhar bi lond no w[e]ter 1155

IsTo be founde ])i beter

;

& when J)ou art hold best doinde

In armes pat animan mai finde,

J5at vnder heuen pi beter no be.

Mi lone ichil pan grau?jti pe.' 1160

c. ©31. ^"^Then Gij herd Felice speke so, 1165
SIS. llSv. col. 1. \l\/ ^^r ^ 1 r. 4. -1 i.

Y Y Wei depe he gan to sike po :

' ISTow ichot, pou scornest me :

Swiche answer ichaue of pe,

}3at y schuld be pe best y-teld,

]5at be fi3tand wip spere & scheld. 1170

Swiche no mi3t y neuer werpe

2 on jphevpeon To be pe best on pis erpe^ ;

ail erasure.

Into oper cuntres ichil go,

For pi loue to wirche me wo.

For dout of dep nil y nou3t fle : 1175

3if y dye, it is for pe.'

c. @3i. Sir Gij of hir toke his leue,
Turn!). ;>. 39,1.931. „,.,,. .. ,& kist hir -wip wepeand eye.



CAIUS MS.] TO GO ABROAD AGAIN. 67

I shuld niisdoo, as thinketli nie, thousu

And gretly offende ayenst the.

Guy,' quot!i she, * concele y nelle, he was so dear

to lier,

Bot aH the sothe y shaH the telle :

Thou art me leeuest of other alle,

And my lemman) y shali the calle

;

1150

Bot my lotie thou shalt not haue

For noo thing' that thou kan craue,

Vnto tyme thou so perilous holde bee tmiiewas
thought

And best* doyng* m euery Contree,

That neither"' by londe nor by water 1155

Bee founde in any Avise thy better

;

And whan thou art holde best doynge the best knight

under heaven.

In armes that man may fynde,

That vnder heuen) thy better ne bee,

My loue than y shaH g?*aunte the, 1160

For to doo with me thi wille

Eerly and late, loude and stille.

In other wise, how so it goo, [p. 37]

My loue ne shaH thou haue elh's neue?*e the moo.'

'hanne Guy herde Felice speke so, 1165

FuH: depe he ganne sighe tho : Guy feit inclined

to despair,
' K'ow wote y well, thou skornest me,

Whan y suche answer haue of the,

That y shuld the best bee in felde

In fighting' with spere and shelde

;

1170

And so good might y neuere worthe

To bee the best vpon the erthe
;

And in-to straunge londe wende y shaH, but determined !o

1-1 ,1 1 , 1 n go abroad asra in

i or thy loue to werke woo owere ail. to risk new i>eriis.

For doubte of deth y woli not flee : 1175

If y dye, it is for the.'

Guy of hir toke his leeue on hie, He took leava

And kissed hir with weping yie.

p2



68 EARL ROHAUT DOES NOT SUCCEED [aUCHINLECK MS.

Unto his in he go]) snelle

;

}3er nil he no lenger duelle, 1180

To ]jeii he wil gon,

& tak his leue sone anon.

c 835. /^ ij him com to court pore,

\^ & ali^t atte halle dore
;

& to ferl he went Jjo, 1185

& schewed him wat he wald do.

* Sir erl/ quod Gij, ' y bid pe,

Leue to wende ^i£ Jjou me.

Oner pe se ichil now wende
;

God to gode hauen me sende ! 1190

Time it is fat ich fond

To winne priis in vncouJ>e lond

;

Al J)e glader ^e mow be

3 if we of armes preised be.

& 3if J3ou hast folk of grete mi3t, 1 195

It is te gret worjjschip, j pli3t,

For al Jie more men schal pe dout

Wip-in ]>i lond & eke wijj-out.'

c. 84«. IT ' Sir Gij,' quod Jjerl po,

' Faile]) pe out pat y mai do ? 1200

Gold oper siluer, oper heye stede 1

To passe pe se hastow no nede.

Tuinb. p. 40, Sir Gil,' he sevd, ' lete ben al pis,
1. 1007.

"

Anouj pe worp pat pe nede is

;

& to pleyn vnder pe linde, 1205

pe hert to chacen and pe hinde :

Of al pinges pou schalt haue plente.

Bileue at hom, sir Gi, wip me.

iis. ii3v. col. 2. We schul wende hope y-fere

To play bi wode & bi riuer

;

1210

Al bi times pou mi3t wende

;

- \>emie muei ^ate uo hastow bcu here a monep to pende^.'
over the line.

^ ' Miche pank, sir,' quod Gij pa

;

' For sope so no may [y] nou3t do.'



CAIUS MS.] IN DISSUADING GUT FROM GOING. 69

To liis Inne he gootii, as y you telle,

And there he doth not longe duelle.

To the Erie he gan) goon)

To take of him his leeue anoon).

Nowe is Guy to Courte come

To take his leeue att and some.

To the Erie Rohaude he yede thoo,

And tolde him) what he wolde doo.

* Sir Erie,' quoth Guy, * y pray the,

Leeue to wende that thou yiue me.

God to good hauen) me sende :

Oner the see y shaH wende.

Tyme it is that y fonde

To Wynne pris in straunge londe

;

For aR the gladder ye may bee [p. 38]

That men) of armes doo preise me

;

For if ye haue folke of grete migfite.

It is to you worship, y you plighte

;

For the more men woH the doubte

"Within thy londe and withoute.'

' CI IE Guy,' quoth the Erie tho,

KJ ' FaUleth the aught that y may doo,

Golde or sUuer or highe stede.

To passe the see yf thou haue nede 1

Sir Guy, lete bee aH: this,

And thou shalt haue aH that nedefuH is.

To chase the herte and the hynde,

And to pley viider the wode lynde :

Of aH thinge thou shalt haue plentee.

And abide at home, y bidde the.

"We shuH wende bothe in feere

And pleye vs in wode and by Eyueer.

AH by tymes thou may ouere wende :

Thou hast not soiorwned a moneth to the ende.'

' Mikel thanke,' quoth Guy tho
;

* For sothe so may it not goo.'

1180

1185 and of Earl

Hohaut,

asking his leave

again.

1190

1195

1200

The Eai-l tried

hard

1205 to persuade Guy
to remain at

home,

1210

but unsuccess-

fully.



70 GUY BIDS FAREWELL [aUCHINLBOK MS.

His leue he toke wijj-outen more; 1215

J3erl it of-])ou3t swife sore,

c. s©3. He goj) liim to his fader J)o,

Jjat for his wending was ful wo :

' Gon, fader,' quod he, ' ich-ille

;

For noting leten y nille
;

1220

3if me leue, icham al ^are

Ouer J)e se for to fare,

To winne p?7's and los al-so,

So 3ong man schal in ^oujje do.

Long to hileuen in fis cunt[r]e 1225

Nis it noujt worj) for me

;

For jong man Jjat is mi^ti

In his ^oujie schal fondi,

Turnb. p. 41, So jjat men may him in erfe preyse,

And in eld Hue in mii'fe & ayse. 1230

J?er-whiles icham 3ong & li3t,

Los ichil winne hi mi mi^t.'

c. s«9. ' "I" eue sone,' he seyd, ' leue jjat foujt

:

§ J Bi mi wil schaltow wende nou3t.

j)0VL schalt bileue here wi]) me

;

1235

Al fe blij)er we wille be.'

' Leue sone,' his moder him sede,

' ]?ou do bi ]ji faders rede :

Soiourne wi]? ous to 3er mo,

Y rede fe, sone, fat it be so, 1240

Anofer 3er fou nii3t oue?' fare.

Bot pou bileue, y dye for care,

For we ne haue sonis no mo :

3 if we Jje schul now for-go.

Glad no worJ) we neuer mo^ 1245

» ofoavaiibut For sorwe schul ous' selue slo.'

illegible. «r ^•. n •» • i i

IF Gij answerd wif» fat speche,

' Fader, god y fe biteche,

Si mi leue moder al-so
;

For hastiliclie ichil nov go.' 1250



OAIDS MS.] TO HIS FATHER AND MOTHER. 71

His leeue he toke withoute more
;

1215

The erle it forthouglite fuH sore.

He gootS him to his fader thoo,

That for his goyng^ was fuH woo :

' Fader,' quoth Guy, ' goo y wille :

For noo thing* y woU lette hy skille

;

1220

Yiue me leeue, y woH not spare He bade faioweii

also to his

Ouer the See for to fare, parents.

To Wynne pris and losse also, [p. 39]

As a yonge man in his youghte shuld doo.

To abide longe in this contree 1225

It is not worthe noo thing* to me

;

For a yonge man that is mighti

In his youthe shuld make bowne and redy,

So that in age he may bee preised,

And so to honour" to bee arreised. 1230

Whiles that y am yonge and lights,

My name y shaH encrese by my mighte.'

EEF SONS,' he seide, ' lete bee that thoughte

:

His father.

Yet shaH thou wende noughte.

Thou shalt abide here with me

;

1235

AH the gladder y may bee.*

* Leef sone,' his moder him seide, ana mother, both

' Doo by thy faders rede :

Abide with vs here to yere mo,

I rede the, sone, thou so doo. 1240

Another yere thou may ouere fare.

And hot thou doo thus, y dye for care, tried to dissuade

For we ne haue soiies moo :

And yf we shuld nowe the forgoo,

Gladde ne shuld we neuere bee, 1245

Bot for sorowe oure self slee.'

Guy answerd with that speche, without success.

' Fader, god y you beteche,

And my moder y doo also
;

For hastely y woH goo.' 1250



1. 1059.

72 GUY, ALTHOUGH GENERALLY LOVED^ [AUCHINLECK MS.

c. S99. /^ ij forf go]), & fai bileue fare,

\_^ Jjat for hyra liadde miche care.

MS. ii4r. col. 1. To J)e se lie is y-come,

Gode winde he hajj atte frome.

,^^,-o'^'*^'
T-comen he is in-to I^formuiidye, 1255

Kiii3tschip he schewed on hye.

|?ennes he went in-to Speyne

;

Nis turnament non iw-to Almeyne,

)3at Gij no hajj Jier-at y-be,

& michel y-preised so is he. 1260

jjenues to Lombardye he went

;

Jjer ben pe iustes & fe turnament,

/ J3er he dede him preyse miche,

J5e Lombardes him loued inliche

;

He was large, curteys, & fre : 1265

c 018. Of miche mijt so was he.

/~\i an vnsele y may 30U telle.

i MS. astouTide \_/ & ^e wil a stounde^ duelle :

As he cam fram a turnament

]?at was biside Bonevent, 1270

In Jje bodi woii?ided he was :

2 TheseoonUeof )pat sore him greued^ no wonder it nas.

line. IF jjan bithon3t him Jje douk Otoun,^
* MS. oftoun. . . . p n 1

pat vnwrast was, & leloun,

J5at he wald ben awreke ]jat day 1275

Of Gij of "Warwike, jif he may

;

For he bim wounded in a turname?zt,

As ichaue herd telle verrament
;

)3er-fore Gij him was swij^e loj),

& wel depe he swore his op 1280

Turnb. p. 43, Jjat he of him awreke wald be

Er pan he wende out of pat cuntre.

€. 033f. \]^Then pe douke Otws y-seye pat cas,

T T )jat Gij so sore wounded was,

)5erl Lambard he cleped to him 1285

(A kni3t he was stout & grim),

J. 1085.



CAIUS MS.] IS HATED BY DUKE OTOUN. 73

Gny gootfi forth and theim lefte tliere,

That for him in grete sorowe were.

To the see he is come, [p. 40]

Good wynde he hath nome.

Come he is in-to JS'orraandye, 1255

Knyghthode he secheth fuH hastily.

Fro thense he wente him in-to Ispaigne

And so fro thense in-to Almaigne.

At euery turnement Guy hath bee,

And moche preised ouere att is he. 1260

Fro thense to lomhardie he is wente :

Ther^ were ioustes and twjTiemente,

There they did him prcise myche,

The lombardes "him loued in-liche
;

For he was curteys, large and free, 1265

And of moche might and grete bountee.

NOWE OP a strannge case y shall you telle,

Ye that woH a while duelle.

That Guy befeH comyng* fro a turnement

That was withoute Boneuent

:

1270

In the body he wounded was :

Sore it him greued, noo wonder nas.

That aspied weH the Diike Otoun),

That was mtruste and feloun),

That he wolde bee a-wreke that dale 1275

On Guy of "Warrewik, if he maye

;

For he him wounded at a towmement,

As y before tolde ve^Taiment

;

Therfoi' Guy was yet^ him lothe,

And fuH depe he swore his othe 1280

That he wolde on him wroken) bee

Or he wente oute of that contree.

Whanne Duke Otes wiste that caas, [p. 41]

That Guy so sore wounded was,

Than the Erie Lambard he clepid him to, 1285

That good knyght was, and bade him goo

Guy crossed the

Bea again,

showed his

prowess in

Normanrly,

Spain,

Germany,

and Lombardy,

winning much
love and praise.

But at a tourna-

ment near

Benevento,

Gay was
wounded.

Duke Otoun,

who hated Guy,

1 wag struck out

after yet.

s;iw Iiis oliance

and ealleil Earl

Lambard



74 EARL LAMBARD AND 15 KNIGHTS [aUCHIN^LEOK MS.

1 looks like & fiftene^ kni3tes in Ms compeynie,
Jl'itene

pat were strong men and liardie.

On a dern stede he dede he??i hide,

)3er as Gij schuld cum ride

;

c. ©3.». ' Lordinges,' fan seyd jje douk Otoun,'
*o/ioure MS.

s TT J j. i j.Under-stond to mi resoun :

Mine men 3e be]j & to me swore,

Omage 3e schul me Jier-fore.

Mine hest ^e schul ful-fille,

}?at ich 30U bid, wi]) gode wUle,

MS. iiiv.coi. 2. Me to wreken je schul go

Of a treytour fat is mi fo,

j5at is y-comen vp mi lend

(Wer he J»enke]j to briwg me an bond),

Gij of Warwike fafc wounded is

Wif a swerd furch fe bodi y-wis.

On fe halidom ^e schul me sweri

:

In fe forest of Pleyns fat is so miri,

}?er^ je schul 30U al hide,

J3er Gij of Warwike schal cum ride :

His bodi oHue 36 schul me bring,

And slen his feren eld & 3ing.

Y schal him in mi prisouw do

;

Out no comejj he neuer mo.

tiuct, but perfectly ^\^ sorwe and wo^ he schal her ende :

certain. •' '

c. 95©. Jjennes no schal he neuer wende.'

* ^ ir,' fai seyd, ' we schul go,

V^ & al fine hest we schul do.'

jjai dede hem arme swife wel

Bofe in iren & in stiel

;

Vnto fe pas fai wente?z snelle,

& fer fai houed swife stille.

As Gij schuld cuni sone.

No wist he nou3t of fat tresone,

No of fat sorwe neuer the mo,

jpat him was comand to ;

3 & ]per MS.

Turnb. p. 44,

1. 1111.

* and wo indis-

1290

1295

1300

1305

1310

1315

1320



CAmS MS.] ARE SENT TO LIE IN AMBUSH FOR GUY. 75

Wits .XV. knygfetes stalworthe,

That eueriofi was his amies worthe.

In a priue stede he did him hyde,

Ther* Giiye of Warrewik shuld come ride.

' Lordinges,' seide the Duke Otouii),

' Vnderstonde, sires^ to my Eeesoun)

:

My men) ye bee aR to me swore,

Holde ye shuH with me therfore.

Myii heste doo ye shaH,

That y to you now telle woH.

Me to awreke ye shuH goo

On a traytoM?" that is my foo,

That is come in-to my londe

(Werre he me tliinketh to werke wit6 houde),

Guy of Warrewik that wounded is

With a swerde thurgh the body ywis.

On the halidome ye shuR swere

That in the forest that is fuR neere,

There ye shutt you aH hnyde :

As Guy of Warrewik shaH come ride,

His body on lyue ye shaH" me briuge,

Slee his felawes olde and yinge.

I shaH him doo in my prison)

;

jSTe shafl he neuere come to Eaumpson).

With sorowe and woo he shaH; ende :

Ne shaH he neue/e thense wende.'

• Sir,' quoth they, ' we woH goo,

AH thy co??^maundement for to doo.'

They doo theim arme swithe wele

Bothe in yren and in stele.

To their" place they wende snelle.

And houed there softe and stille.

As Guy of Warrewik shuld come

Kot knowyng* of that wicked treason),

^e of the sorowe neuere the moo,

That him was comyng^ to
;

and 13 knights.

1290

1295

1300

1305

1310

to lie in ambnsh

for Gwy,

sliiy bis followers,

and tring Guv
aiive.

[p. 42]

1315

They lay in

ambush

1320 forthe uii3u.-pect"

ing Guy.



76 GUY WOUNDED AS HS IS [aUCHIKLECK MS,

Turnb. p. 45,

I. 1137.

For al his felawes pat gode were,

Al he for-les hem Jjere

;

& his owhen liif he hadde for-lore,

1^0 hadde goddes help ben bifore,

iJurch Jje traitours pat were her fon,

c. 9©4. jjat kept hem fere for to slon.

Now comej) Gij soft rideing

Opon a mulet ambling.

His wounde him greue]) swijje sore,

& smart him euer fe lenger fe more.

In pais he wende for to wende,

Ac fe traitours Lombardes vnhende,

J?e helmes fai seyen brijt schine,

J3e stedes nyen, and togider whine.

* God,' quod Gij, * we ben y-nome !

Al we be ded jjurch tresone.'

Sir Gij of Jjat mulet ali3t,

& asked his stede, his armes bri^t,

& seyd to his felawes snelle,

* Dere we schul our dej) ^ selle.

Our dej) is now al bispeke,

Bot we ous manliche a^vreke
;

Ich kepe him selue, sejjfe it so is^

& ichil, while y Hue, y-wis :

So dere so y may, ich wUle

To fe treytours mi liif selle.'

C. 985. IT ' Sir,' seyd Herhaud
J)0,

* For godes loue hennes Jjou go.

For Jjine loue we schul her dye,

& defende fis pas, y seye

:

Leuer ous were her-on be ded,

J?an J)ou wer ded in our ferred.'

IT J)an answerd Gij anon ri3t,

As gode knijt & ful of mijt

:

MS. ' ^if ^e dye, ichil^ al-so
;

Nil ich neuer fram ^ou go !

'

MS. 114v. col. 1.

1 looks like ded
with the second d
erased.

1325

1330

1335

1340

1345

1350

1355



CAIU3 MS.] I^EPUSBS TO LEAVE HIS TAKn. 77

For aH his felawes that good were,

Euerychoou) he loste than there,

And his owne lif had forlore, 1325

Ne were godd^'s helpe before,

Thurgh the traitoM?*s that were his fooii),

That kepte him for to slee anoon),

!N"ow Cometh Guy softe riding"

Vpon) a liteH mule ambling*. 1330

His wounde greued him fuH sore,

And euere the lenger smerted the more.

In pees he wened for to wende,

As the traitours were redy him to shende.

The helmes they sawe brighte shyne, 1335

And anone after befelle theim pyne.

LLAS,' QCOTH Guy, ' y am nome !

AH we been) dede thurgS treasoufie.'

Guy of that Mule alighte,

And on his stede lepte, and gan) his armes righte, 1340

And seide to his felawes aH:

:

' FuH deere oure liff^s we selle shaH:.

Oure deth is here as nowe, y speke, [p. 43]

Bot we manly vs awreke.

Eche helpe him self, nowe it thus is, 1345

And y shaH doo what y may ywis :

As dere as y may, y wolle

To the traitowrs lombardes my lif selle.'

Than seide heraude thoo :

* For godd/s loue hense thou goo. 1350

For thy loue we woH; dye.

Or defende this passage trulye.'

'A'

who came riding

on a mule.

suffering ranch

from his wound.

Seeing tlieir

liostile array.

lie suspected

treason.

armed litmself.

and exhorted his

companions

to sell tlieir lives

dearly.

Herhaud conjured

him to consult liis

own safety and
leave them,

Than Guy answerd anone right,

As a good knyght of mikeH might

,

' Yf ye deye, y shaH also

;

I woH neuere fro you goo.'

1355

but Guy would
not tlinch



78

Turnb. p. 46,

1. 1163.

GUY AND HIS FELLOWS [aUCHINLECK M«.

C. 1015.

Turnb. p. 47,

1. 1189.

MS. 114v. col. 2.

' JJ expunged
before »e.

ij? jjat come a Lombard ride,

A modi man & ful of pride.

' GijV quod he, ' ^eld jje anon !

3e ben ded now euerichon
;

To pe douke we ban tvewpe pli3t

To bring him fi bodi jjis ni3t.'

With fat ich word wel smert

Gij him smot vn-to Jje hert

;

'No spard he for no drede,

|?at ded he feld him i?z fe mede.
* Bi fe trewfe y schal mi lema?i 3eld,

To day no schaltow fi trewj?e held !

'

Anofer Lombard he smot anon,

Jjurch Jje bodi pe swerd gan gon :

'No Jjou, treytour, no schalt me lede

To fe douke that is ful of qued
;

To his presouw no wovp y for pe brou3t.'

Herhaud smot anoper and spared nou3t

]?ui'ch pe bodi his swerd glod,

Ded he fel wijj-outen abod.

IT J3an com Torald, a gode kni3t,

Swi))e gode & hardi in ^t

;

Wi]) a Lombard jjer he mett,

& so wele his strok he sett

J?at his heued fram pe bodi flei

;

He 3ede him laweliche neye.

Wijj jjat come Urri prikeinde

(A better kni3t no mi3t man finde)^

A Lombard he smot ]?o,

Jjat Jjurch his bodi pe swerd gan go

;

So he smot him, for soj? to say,

}3at ded he feld him in pe way.

SeJ)]3e he seyd, ' jjurch no toun

Schal 3e ous lede to no prisoun.

Than mi3t men se^ fi3t aginne,

Heuedes cleue vnto pe chinne.

1360

13G5

1370

1375

1380

1385

1390



CAIUS MS.] KILL SEVERAL LOMBARDS. 79

A Lombard who
called upon

Guy to Euriender,

was instantly

siain by him.

iiiid so waa

.another.

WITH THAT come a Lombard ride,

As a man of grete pride. 1360

* Guy,' quotB he, * yelde the anone,

Or ye bee dede euerychone.

To the Duke Otes y haue the pligh'je,

Thy body to bringe him anone righte.'

The Lombard was hote withoute lette, 1365

And Guy him hath with harme grette

;

He ne spared for noo drede.

That deed he felled him in the mede,

*By the trouth,' quoth Guy, ' that y shaH;my le7?iman yelde,

Thou shalt not thy trouth to the Duke holde.' 1370

To another lombarde he smote anone,

That thurgh the body his swerde gan goone :

' 'Nor thou, tvaitour, thou ne shaU me lede

To thy Duke that is so fuH: of quede,

ISTor to his prisouu) for the bee broughte.' [p. 44] 1375

Heraude smote to another and spared noughte,

That thurgh the swerde glode :

Deed he felled him withoute bode.

Than) come Toraude, a good knyghte :

Swithe good he was in fighte. 1380

With a lombarde he so mette.

And so weH; he his stroke besette,

That the heed fro the body fleighe :

He smote his shuldres alowe so neighe.

With that come Yrry priking 1385 anduin

(A better knyght might noman fynde),

To a lombarde he smote so.

That thurgh the body his swerde gan goo :

So he smote him, the sothe to sey,

Thdt deed he felled him in the wey

;

1390

And than) he seide :
' thou ne Otoun)

Ke shaH: vs bringe in-to jour prisonl'

There might men) see fighte begynne,

Hedes clouen downe to the cLynne.

Hevhnu'l,

Torakl,

all slew their

men.

Fierce was tho

figlit.



80 URRl AND TORALD [aUCHINLECK MS.

Euerich fat day fat Gij oftoke, 1395

Sone anon his liif forsoke.

Sum he smot opon fe hode,

At pe girdel fe swerd astode

;

And sum he smot Jjurch J)e side,

}3at mi^t he neuer go no ride. 1 400

Was fer non that mi3t astond

Dint fat come of Gyes hond.

So mi^ti strokes j)er wer 3iuen,

1 ns.aito Jjat strong schaftes al to-driuen ;^

"No was fer non in fat ferrede 1405

Jjat of his liif him mi^t adrede.

c. i«33. IT Wif fat come ride ferl Lambard,

A sterne kni^t and a Lombard

;

Vrri anon he SI0U3 far,

It ofou^t Gij f he was war
;

1410

Tunib. p. 4s, Wif berl Lambard he wald iusti,
1. 1215.

& awreke fe gode V rri.

Wif swiche hete he smot him to,

His armour no was him worf a slo
;

}?urch out his hert fe lau«ce he bar, 1415

Adoun he feld hiin ded rijt far.

Wif fat him come forf Hougoim,

))at was fe doukes neve Otoun :

A kni3t he was of gret mi3t,

Swife gode & hardi in fi3t, 1 420

2 tor!'7!-d lis. Torald^ he haf aqueld
;

Herhaud anon fat biheld.

ifiei-herhatici^s. When Herhaud^ y-seye fis,

J?at he doun fel & ded he is.

For his def he was sori : 1425

Him to awreke he haf gret hy.

I^euer 3ete so sori he no was,

To-ward Hugoun he made a ras,

MS. ii5r. col. 1. AIs a lyoun he heyed him fast,

)jat his prey wold haue on liast. 1430



OAIUS MS. ARE SLAIN AND REVENGED. 81

AH tliat Guy witii his swerde toke, 1395

Sone anone his lif forsoke.

Some lie smote vpon) the liode,

That at the girdelstede the swerde abode

;

Some he smote thurgh the side,

That they ne might neue?'e more goo nor ryde, 1400

"Was there noon) tliat might stonde

The dynte that come oute of his honde.

So mighti strokes thei'' were yiue,

That the stronge shaftes aH to-dryne.

There was noon) in that stede [p. 45] 1405

Bot of his lif he was adredde.

With that corae ride the Erie Lambard,

A sterne knyght and a Lombard

;

Vrry he hath sleyne there,

That forthoughte Guy whan he therof was ware : 1410

With the Erie lambard he did iousty,

To awreke the deth of good Yrry.

With suche an hete he smote him to,

That aH his armes auailled him not a sloo

;

Thurgh his herte the launce ho bare, 1415

And adown) he felled him dede there.

With that Cometh forth hugon),

He was the Dukes Meue Otoun)

:

Knyght he was of grete mighte,

Swithe hardy and good in fighte. 1420

Toraude there he hath felled,

And to deth stiked him thurgh his sheelde.

And whan) heraude saw that cas,

That Toraulde so foule sleyne was,

For his deth he was sorye : 1425

Him to awreke he doth him hye.

!N"eue?'e so sory he was,

Toward hugon) he made a chas.

Guy's dints were

heavy.

But Earl

Lambard

slew Urri,

but was at once

slain by Guy.

Hugoun, nephew
of otoun.

slew Torald,

but wa9 in

revenge

WARWICK.

^
CO



82 GAUTER STRIKES DOWN HERHAUD, [aUCHINLECK MS.

)5iirch J)e body he him smot

Wijj gret strengjie, god ytot,

Jjat biforn J)e Lombardes alle

Of his hors ded he gan falle.

c.a.®53. ^ When dan Gauter fat y-seye, 1435

To Herhaud he stert wel an heye,

Tunib. p. 49, And wit) his swerd he smot hiin so
1. 12il.

•"

J)at his hauberk rent ato ;

Jjurch his bodi fat swerd ^ede,

Al fai wende fat he wer ded. 1440

^ When Gij seye Herhatid y-feld,

To-hewen his hauberk & his scheld

(& of his hors feld he was,

As ded man lay on fe gras
;

He seye fe blod fat cam him fro), 1445

Wonder him foujt, & seyd fo ;

* ]5ou lording, to fe y sigge,

His def fon schalt wel sore abigge !

So mot ich euer word speke.

Mi maisters def ichil awreke, 1450

& for a couward ich held fe :

J?ou slou^ him, & lete me be.

Bi him fat made sonne & mono,

1 MS. Sonne. j)o\x schalt it wite swife sone,^

])Sit tow schalt it bi3elp nou3t 1455

])ai he is to def y-brou3t.'

^ Gij wif spors smot fe stede,

As a man fat hadde nede,

J?at lire vnder fe fet aros

;

Nas fer non fat him agros. 1460

Wif al his mi3t he smot him to,

Wel euen he clef his scheld fo,

Taino. I). 50, burch his bodi fe swerd he friste :

1. 12G7.

Jpo at arst fi3t him liste.

In fe sond he feld him doun, 1465

& bede him Cristes malisoiin,



CAIUS MS.] BUT IS HIMSELF SLAIN BY GUY.

Thurgli the body he him smote

With so grete strength, god it wote,

That there before the Lombardes ali

Of his hors he did him dede faH.

Whan) Danz Gauter that sighe

(A knyght he was of herte highe),

Ouere thwert^ he smote to Heraude so

That aH his hauberk he rende thoo

;

Thurgh heraudes body the swerde yede,

Att they wende he had bee dede.

Whan Guy sawe heraude felde,

To-hewe his hauberk and his shelde

(And of his hors felled he was

As a dede man vpofi the gras),

And sawe the blode that ranne him fro,

Wonder he thoughte, and seide thoo :

* Thou lordyng^, to the y seye.

His deth thou shalt fuH dere abeye !

83

Binitten dovi n by
Herhaud.

[p. 46]

1435 Don Gauter

' MS. thewert.

1440

struck down
Herhaud.

Guy seeing this

disaster

1445

swore revenge.

And by him that made sofie and mone,

Thou shalt wite swithe sone

That thou shalt it forgete nought

That thou him hast to deth biouglit.'

Guy with spores smote his stede,

As a man) that had grete nede.

Than with ali his mighte he smote him to,

FuH euen he karffe his herte in two.

And ther" in grene he felled him downe,

And bade him Cristes malesoune,

1455

fought like a

madman.

and slew Don
Gauter.

1465

G 2



84. GUy REFUSES [aUCHINLEOK MS.

1 MS. repeats

is gij, but the

second u gij is

uiiderdotted.

MS. 11.M-. col. 2.

* MS. alto liewe.

Tunib. p. r,\,

1. 129.S.

C lOSO.

For fat he wald Herhaud slen,

And lete him oliues ben.

% ISTow is Gij ^ Avel hard bifalle,

Y-lorn he ha|) his felawes alle
;

1470

So sori he is, he not what to do,

He no haj) no wijt to bimen him to.

Bot ])re Lombard[es] oliue \er nere,

Opon Gij hastiliche fai were

;

J5e tvay ben hole & sonnde, 1475

})e Jjridde hadde jjurch fe bodi a wou?ide.

If Gij j)at on wifi his swerd raujt,

His heued of fleye wij; fat drau^t.

J?an com prikeing dan Gwissard,

A duhtti knijt and no couward. 1480

^ ' Gij,' quod he, ' jeld now fe !

It no may no nofer be :

On fe erfe life fi scheld to-dreued,

iNoujt pece is wif of e?* bileued,

& fine helme is al to-hewe,- 1485

}5ine hauberk to-rent fat was newe

;

& wovinded fon art, fon mi^t well se,

Long mi^t tow noujt oliues be.

To day ichil ^eld fe to fe douk Otoun,

& he fe schal do in his prisoun. 1490

I
an seyd Gij, ' Gwichard, y nille :

To 3eld me to fe is nou3t mi wUle,

)3er-whiles ichaue mi swerd y-grou?zde,

& mi bodi wifouten wounde.'

Gwichard sniot Gij wif michel mi^t 1495

Opon fe helme fat schon so bri^t,

]5at a quarter out fleye
;

)je knijt was bofe queynt & sleye.

Opon his scholder fat swerd glod,

Of his hauberk it tok a pece brod j
1500

God saued Gij fat he nas dad,

!No for fat dint hadde no qued.

V
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1470

1480

For that he did heraude slee,

And lete him on lyue bee.

NOWB IS Guy fuH harde befalle,

Loste he hath his felawes alle

;

So sory he is, he ne wote what to doo,

And hei woteth to whom he may bemene hym to.

Bot three of the Lombardes on lyue thei-* were,

That vpon) Guy thoughte grete deere.

Tweyn) of theim were hoole and sounde, [p, 47] 1475

The thridde thurgh the body had a wounde.

Guy with his swerde that oon raughte,

That his hede fleighe of with a dimighte.

With that come priking" Dan Guychard,

He was a fuH proude Lombarde.

' Guy,' he seide, ' yelde the to me !

Thou seest it woU noon) other bee.

Att thy men fro the been) refte :

Sauf thy self is noon) lefte,

And thyn) helme is aH to-hewe,

Thyn) hauberk to-tore that was newe

;

Wounded thou art, weH y see.

That longe thou maist not alyue bee.

This daie y shaH the bringe to Duke Otouii),

And he the shaH: doo in his prisoun).' 1490
Than seide Guy, ' Guychard, y nelle

Yelde me to Otes by my wille.

While y haue my swerde grounde

And my body stiflfe to sitte astounde.'

Guychard smote Guy with grete mighte

Vpon) his helme that shone brighte,

That a quarter awey fleighe

;

The knyght was stronge, hardy, and sleighe.

Vpon the shoulder the swerde glode,

Of the hauberk he toke an handbrode
; 1500

God saued Guy that he was not dede,

Ne for that stroke had noo quede.

Three Lombajcls
attacK l;iin at

once.

Don Gwichard

suuinioiied him
tij aurrender.

1485

and on his refusal

1495 dealt him a

terrible blow.

God saved Guy
then

!



86 GUY WOUNDS GWICHARD, [aUCHINLECK MS.

c 1103. \ mThen Gij seye him so smite,^
i 'The i or smite W -n- , i -j.

added over the f " He was wrojj, 36 may wele wite ;

Gwichard he "wald fond to smite 1505

WiJ) his swerd pat wold wele bite

;

To him he smot swi]5e smart

* MS. nevpe pe. Jjurch Jje bodl ful ney Jje^ hert

:

j)at gode swerd Jjurchim frang,

Gwichard wald abide nonjt lang; 1510

He turned his stede & gan to fle,

& Gij after him, bi mi leute.

Gode was j>e hors fat Gwichard rod on,

& so fast his stede gan gon,

Turnb.p. 52, Jjat Gij mi^t him nouat atake, 1515
1.1319.

. n T 1

per-fore he gan sorwe make.

MS. nsv. col. 1, Gwichard fleye in his way

Toward Pani, so swi]?e he may.

c. 1115. J3e donk Otous fram hunting com,

& with him erles mani on
;

1520

A kni3t he seye cum prikeing,

His armes to-rent, his woundes bledeing.

)je douk Otous duelled ajsrowe,

What he hadde Gwichard y-knowe :

Wele he semed man aferd, 1525

J3at hard tiding hadde y-herd.

Wi|> ])at is Gwichard to him come

;

j)e douke him oxed atte frome,

' Gwichard, who haf wret))ed Tpe,

& where hastow i?^ bateyle be ? 1530

IT Where is Gij I is he nome ?

Lines or dej3[es] do him come.'

c. 1129. * IchU 3on sigge sikerly

So michel so y wot of Gij :

At a ford we him mett, 1535

& strongliche we him bisett,

Bot his bodi no nom we nou3t,

Ac al to de}j we ben y-brou3t
;



CAIUS MS.] WHO FLIES TOWARD PAVIA. 87

To Guychard he fondeth to smyte,

And his swerde woH aughte byte.

He routed

Gvv'ichard,

wounde-l him
sore,

and S'=nt Iiim

flying

To him he striketh swithe smerte [p. 48]

Thiirgh the body weH nyghe the herte :

That good swerde in he thurste,

Guychard to abide noo lenger had luste, 1510

Bot toztmed his hors and gan) to flee,

And Guy after him faste rode he.

Good was that hors that Guychard rode on),

Guy wente ayene and lete him goon)

:

For that he ne might him ouere-take, 1515

FuH grete sorowe Guy gan) make.

GUYCHARD fleying* toke his wey

Toward Pauy, as swithe as he may.

The Duke Otes fro huntyng^ come,

And with him Barons and knyghtis many ooile. 1520

A knyght he sawe come priking*

With armes rende, his woundes bledyng*.

The Duke Otes duelled athrowe,

TyH Guychard he might knowe :

Him thoughte he semed a man aferde, 1525

Or that harde tidynges had herde.

With that is Guychard to theim come

;

The Duke him asked full sone, and askea

* Sey, Guychard, who hath wrathed the ?

Where hast thou in bataiUe bee ? 1530

Where is Guy? ishenomel it Guy werf taken

Quykke or dede lete him to me come.'

' I shall you telle sikirly

As moche as y wote of Guy

:

At a Forde we him mette, 1535

And strongly we him) besette.

And his body ne toke we nought

:

[p. 49]

Att we been to deth brought

;

toward Pavia.

Duke Otous,

returning from
hunting-,

recognized

Gwichard,

tiwichard related

tlieir disasters.



88 DUKE OTOUN IS VERY SORRY. [aUCHINLBCK MS,

Tnrnb. p. 58,

1. 1315.

MS. For sorw*

' MS. oliiie.

C. 1143.

Bot icham passed as 36 may se.'

* Mi nevou 'Hongou.n, whar is he ?

'

Quod Jje douk Otous, ' tel me rajje.'

' Sir, in Jje sond he lijje, & fat is scape.'

' & Jjerl Lamhard, pat gode knijt ?

'

* Ded he life in pat fi3t.'

When douk Otus herd pat,

Sori he was & no-ping glad

:

J)at he hap his folk for-lore,

Sorweful man he was perfore.

!N'ey3e his hert brast for mode,

& for sorAve^ 3ede ner wode,

When he wist his folk y-slawe,

& puich him hrou3t liue^ dawe.

"TVTow hap Gij miche sorwe made,

1540

For his felawes he is vnglade.

* Alias,' quod Gii, ' felawes dere !

So wele doand kni3tes 3e were.

Al to iuel it fel to me,

Felice, po y was sent to seme pe

;

For pi loue, Felice, the feir may,

J?e flour of kni3tes is sleyn pis day.

MS. ii5v. col. 2. Ac for pou art a wiman,

Y no can nou3t blame pe for pan

;

For pe last no worp y nou3t

Jjat wimen han to gronde y-brou3t.

Ac alle oper may bi me,

3if pai wil, y-warned be.

Alias, Herhaud, mi dere frende.

What pou were curteys & hende !

Who schal me now help hi G.^t 1

Neuer no was no better knijt.

In ich fi3t wele halp thou me,

Ful iuel ichaue y-3olden it pe

;

For me pou hast pi liif forgon,

Of pe no tit me ueuer help non.

Tnmb. p. 54,

1. 1871.

1545

1550

1555

1560

1565

1570



OAIUa MS.] GUY LAMENTS FOR HIS FELLOWS. 89

Bot y am eskaped as ye may see.'

'My Nieueu hugoii), where is he's' 1540

Quotfi. the Duke Otes, ' telle thou me.'

' In the playne he lieth sleyn) pa?"dee.'

* And the Erie Lamhard, the good knyght 1

'

'Deed he lieth in that fighte.'

WHANNE the Duke Otes herde that,

Full sory he was for that myshap,

For his folke were so sleyne,

And thurgh Guy broughte fro lif to peyne.

For sorowe he waxe aU-moste wode,

His herte to-berste weH nyghe for mode. 1650

1545 The Duke was
very sorry.

NOWE Guy maketh sorcwe pitously,

And for his felawes wepetB. gretly.

' Alias,' quoth Guy, ' felawes dere,

So weH doyng^ knyght^6' as ye were.

Guy lamented
for his fellows,

1555

For thy loue, Felice, faire may,

Floure of knyght^s is sleyn) this day. 1560

who died for

Felice's sake.

Nowe all other may by me,

Yf they woH, warned bee.

Alias, heraude, my dere frende.

That were so curteys and so hende,

Who shaH: me helpe now in fighte 1

In the worlde nas a better knyghte.

In euery place fuH weH thou holpe me,

Euyl y haue it acquytte the
;

For me thou hast thy lif forgoon).

Of the nomore helpe shaH y haue nooii).

But he was not
the last,

brought to harm
through a
woman.

1665

1570



90 A HERMIT PROMISES [aUCHINLECK MS,

How mai ich. now fraru pe wendel 1575

That y no mai dye j)e liende !

Acursed be fie Lombardes ichonj

That slowen pe, and lete me gon !

& J»at J)ai hadde y-slawe me,

& leten Jje oliue be ! 1580

Wharto lete fai me alon 1
'

j)ns sir Gij biment his mone.

c. 111®. ^ * Alias ! alias ! Eohaut, mi lord,

|5at y no hadde leued fi word !

Jjan hadde y nou^t y-passed Jje se, 1585

Ich hadde bileued at horn wif J)e ;

}3us yuel nere me nou^t bifalle,

Y no hadde nou3t lorn min felawes alle,

"Who so nil nou^t do bi his faders red,

Oft-sifes it fallej) him quad
;

1590

For often ichane herd it say,

ly illegible in MS. & y^ me Self it sigge may,

Tumb. p. 55, " Who tat nil nou2t leue his fader,
1. 1897.

He schel leue his steffader.
'

What for liis wou/ides fat strong bledejj, 1595

"Wliat for his sorwe fat he ledej),

c. 1195. Al for sorwe & for wo

Adoun he fel aswon fo.

When he of swoning vp stod.

His feren he biheld wij) drery mod
;

1600

jjan he lepe opon his stede,

To an ermitage he wold ride.

'Ermite,' quod he, ' com wi]? me
;

)3is hors of priis :;iue y fe

;

MS. ii6r. col. 1. To bodis fou schalt i?i erjje graue, 1605

J)at in fis forest ben y-slawe.'

• Blefeliche, sir,' fan seyd he

;

'Wende bifore, y folwe fe.'

\)e bodis him schewef sir Gij,

Bofe Toraud & sir Urry. 1610



CAT us MS.] TO BURY TOEALD AND URRT. 91

A-cursed bee tliise Lombardes echoone, [p. 50]

That slowe the, and lete me gooii)e.'

He wished the

Lombards had
slain himself too.

He repented not

having hearkened

to Earl Rohaut

and hig father.

What for his "wouudes that greuously bledeth, 1595

And what for sorowe that he fredeth,

Thus for sorowe and for woo

Adowne he felle in swonnyng* thoo.

Whan he of his swonnyng* was aAvaked,

Vp he stode, his sorowe not slaked. 1 600

Than he worthe vpon) his stede,

And to an hermytage he gan) him spede.

' Heremyte,' quoth Guy, ' come with me,

And this hors of pris y yiue to the.

Twoo bodies thou shalt in erthe graue, 1605

That in this forest their dethes haue.'

* Blithely, sir,' seide than he

;

* Wende forthe, y shaH folowe the.'

Than the bodies him shewed Guy

Of Toraulde and i of good Vny

.

1610

He swooned
away for woe.

Then he rode to a

hermit's cell,

who promised to

bury

Toraud and Urry.

1 and added over

the line.



92 GUY TAKES HERHAUDS [aUCHINLECK MS.

Seffe he lepe opon his stede,

Herhaud he wil vnp him lede

;

& so he dede sikeiiiche,

& sejjfe he was heled softliche,

Ac no for J>an Gij wend wele fere 1615

}?at Herhaud to de]j y-wou?ided were.

c. laid. IF ]^ow is Gij fennes y-fare

;

For his felawes he haf gret care.

Tarnb. p. 56, Herhaudes bodi wib him he bar,
1. 1423.

*

For he nold it noujt lete ]3ar. 1620

He went hi?n to an abhay

}5at was bisiden on the way.

"Wi]) fe gode abbot ])er he matt,

& pitouseHche he him gret

:

' Sir abbot, he pe haue & weld, 1625

]?at made man wex i?i-to eld !

1 The first i in & for be loue of be trinite,^
trinite added over

the Une. Icli J»e bidde, par charite,

J?at Jjou fis bodi vnder-fo,

& feir biry fou it do. 1630

Ful wele y schal 3eld it Jje,

& y mot haue hele, & lines be.'

* Who artow 1
' seyd fe abbot, ' telle it me.'

' Blefeliche/ seyd Gij, ' bi mi leute :

c 1237. A kni^t icham of fer cuntre

;

1635

At a pas asailed wer we

Wijj strong feues & mani outlawe,

bat mine feren haue y-slawe
;

& ich me-self am iuel y-wounde,

2 MS. originally Y wcuc y liue no^ stounde; 1640

Ac ;if y hue, y ^eld it J?e,

}je trauail fat tow dost for me.'

Jjabbot answerd ]jo :

' Al J>i wille it schal be do.'

Turnh. p. 57, "l^Tow go]) Gij sore dcsiuaid, 1645

X 1 His wow?zdes him han iuel afreyd.



CAIUS MS.] BODY TO AN ABBEY. 93

Sithe he toke another stede,

And Heraude with him he dooth lede,

And rode him forthe aH softely :

For him he wepeth fuU hertly,

For he wende in sothe there

That heraude to deth wounded were.

NowE IS Guy forthe fare,

And for his felawes maketh grete kare.

Heraudes body with him he dooth here

Forto burye it eHzs-where.

He wente him to an Abbey

That was thei^ beside the highe wey.

The Abbot Guy there he mette, [p. 51]

And full pitously he him grette :

' Sir Abbot,' he seide, ' god the blisse

That man) made for his owne, ywis :

AH for loue of the Trynyte

I the beseche, for sainte Charite,

That thou tliis body here, loo.

In a faire buriel thou hit doo.

FuH weH y shaH it yelde the.

And yf y any while lyuyng* bee.'

' What art thou 1 ' quoth the Abbot, ' telle me.'

' Blithely, sir' : y sey the,

I am a knyght of farre Contree
;

At a passage assailled were we

Of stronge theeSis and outelawes,

That my felawes haue broughte to deth/5 dawes
;

And y meself haue many a wounde,

That y wene y shaH lyue noo stounde
;

And if y lyue, y shaH yelde it the,

The trauaille that thou doost for me.'

To Guy answerd the Abbot tho :

'AH thy wille, sir, shalbee doo.'

Nowe gooth Guy sore dismaide,

His woundes haue him sore affraide.

Herliaud's body
Ouy would take

with liimself.

1615

1G20

He came to an
abbey,

1625 and besgod the

abbot

1630 to bury Herhnud
decently.

1635

On healing liis

tale,

1640

the abbot agreed.

1 645 Ctuy passed on in

woe



94 HERHAUD IS RESTORED TO LIFE. [aUOHINLECK MS.

To an ermite he is y-go,

J5at he was ere aqueynted to

;

MS. ii6r. col. 2. His woundes ])er hele he dede

Wijjouten noise in that stede, 1650

1 MS. ofioun. Miche he him dradde J)e douk Otoun,'^

So ful he "was of tresoun.

c. 1353> ^ ]3abot of whom ich er of teld,

On Herhaud he hadde gret rewjje to biheld

;

He dede beren his body 1655

Into a chamber to vnarmy.

A monk of Jie house biheld him,

Bodi & heued & ich a lim.

Jpilke monk sorgien was,

J5e vertu he knewe of mani a gras
;

1660

J?e wounde he biheld stedefastliche,

)pat in his body was so griseliche.

Bi the wounde he seye y-wis

Jjat to fie de]) wounded he nis,

& seye J»at he hym hele mijt

;

1665

& so he dede ful wele, y pli^t.

)i J)e mone]) ende at eue

Gij was al hole & toke his leue

From Jie gode ermite, he went his way

c. is'ya. Toward Poile, also fe way lay. 1670

Tumb. p. 58, To Jje king he is icome

J?at him bede mani warisone,

& miche tresour of siluer & of gold

;

Ac Gij ferof non haue no wold.

At ich plas & turnament 1676

c. ifsgA. Gij hadde fe priis verrament.

Was per non in al pat lond,

j)at his dent mi3t astond.

J5er-fore men loued hiw swipe miche,

& vnder-fenge him blepeliche ;
1680

Alle gode men he was leue & dere,

&; wip hem alle pleye-fere.



CAIUS MS.] GUY PASSES INTO APULIA. 95

To an heremyte lie is goo, *« » i^er^i't.

That he "was acqueynted witli or thoo j

His woundes hele there he dedde ^i''' ^^eaicd his

wounds.

"Withoute noyse in that stede
;

1650

For moche he dredde the Duke Otoun),

FuH of hatrede and of* treasouii).

NowB THE Abbot of worn y you telle, [p. 52]

Of heraude hath grete reuthe -with-alt

;

As for Herhaud,

He lete here his bodye 1655

In-to a Chambre to vnarme lightly

;

And whan they had vnarmed him

A monke behelde euery hnnme. "^ mo"i' saw tiiat

his wounds were

The same monke a phisician) was, not mortal,

The mighte he knewe of many a gras. 1G60

The woundes he behelde stedefastly.

That in the body were so grisel3^

By the woundes he sawe ywis

That he to deth ne wounded is,

And that [he] him hele might

:

1665 and succeeded in
'- -' •-> ' restoring him to

And SO he dooth sothely aplight. "fe-

In the meane tyme, ye may me leue,

Guy was heled and toke his leue Guv, now cured

also, passed into

Of the good heremyte and wente his wey Apulia,

Toward Poyle right as he may. 1670

To the king* of Poyle he was welcome, '^'^"se king
" "^ welcomed him

And that he knewe full sone. greatly.

Of sUuer he bade him and of golde.

And Guy therof nought take wolde.

At euery place in turnement 1676

Guy had the pris verament.

Was ther noon) in aH the londe.

That Guyes dyntes might withstonde.

Therfor' men loued him swithe,

And ynderfange him fuH blithe
;

1680

With aH good men) he was leef and dere,

And therwith-aH their' pleyfere.



96 GUY IS RESOLVKD [auCHINLBCK MS.

Atte king lie toke leue po
;

Into Sessoyne he is ygo.

^ Now he is comen to jje douk Reyner, 1685

)3at him loued and held dere

;

He him vnder-feng wij? worjjscliipe,

& dede him miche manschipe.

So long in fat cuntre bileued he is,

Jjat oner alle ope?- he is praised y-wis. 1690

Gij him bifou^t \>o

)3at he hadde Iper y-nou3 ydo :

MS. ii6v, col. 1. Into Inglond he wald wende,

For to speke wi]) his frende

;

For it was ago fif 3er 1695

c. 1390. )5at he was last fer

;

Turnb. p. 59, In lasse while tan bat was
1. 1501. ^ '

Might falle mani wonder cas.

jjurch cuntres has he hadde y-went,

Quens and cnntas him haj» of-sent, 1700

Ac non of hem he nold sikerliche

Bot Felice pat he loued so miche.

What for his mi^t and his godenisse,

For his nortour and his largesse,

J3er nis kni^t Jjat so miche preysed be 1705

Unto Antiage, j^at riche cite.

^ Gij him spedde ni3t & day

;

Into Inglond he toke \q way.

Of Gij ichil lete now,

And more after y schal tel 30U

;

1710

Of Herhaud ichil telle astounde

Jjat wele is heled of his wounde.

When he feld him hole & fere,

Of pabot he tok his leue ])er
3

His lord Gij he go]) secheing 1715

Ni3t & day, him for to finde :

Toward Inglond he tok his way,

Crist him saue, so wele he may

!



CAIUS MS.] TO RETURN TO ENGLAND. 97

At the king! he toke his leeue thoo

;

[p. 53] TUence he passed

into Saxony,
In-to Cessoigne he is goo.

He is come to the Duke Eeyner, 1685 and was weii

received by Dulce

That him loued and had fuH: deer*

;

nejnei-.

And he him fange fuH worshipfully,

And did him honour* fuH manly.

So longe in the Contree ther* his duelling^ is,

That oue?-e aE: other he hereth the pris. 1690

Guy him Lethoughte thoo once move

That he had enough thei'' doo :

To Englonde he thoughte to wende, he resolved to

return to

For to speke with, his frende

;

England.

For it was agoo .v. yere 1695

That he was laste there
;

In lasse stounde than that was

Befalleth many a wonder cas.

Thurgh the contrees as he hath wente,

Quenes and Contasses for him hath sente, 1700

And noou) he wolde sikirly

Bot FeKce that he loued so hertly.

"What for his mikeli goodnesse,

A.nd for his might and large prowesse,

Ther* nys knyght that so moche preised bee 1705 No knight was so

.

'
praised as lie.

Anone to Antioche, that good Citee.

Guy him spedde nyghte and daie.

Toward Englond he toke his weye.

OFF Guy y shall leue nowe,

And a liteH while telle yow 1710

Of heraude another stounde, Herhaud also,

How he was heled of his wounde. now healed of his

__, .
wound,

"Whanne he felte him-self hooH and quaite, [p. 54]

Of the Abbot he toke his leeue and did departe

;

His lorde Guy he gooth seching^ 1715

ITighte and daye for him bidding*,

As Guy toward Engl'ond toke his Avey : was making his

.
way toward

Crist hitn sane that best may ! England.

WARWICK. n



98 GUY MEETS A PILGRIM [aUOIIINLECK MS.

liil

c. asift. At a pinacle bi ]ie se

Gij seye a man of rewly ble 1720

Go in pilgrims wede :

J?at was Herhaud, so god me spede !

njnh. p. fio, I. Gij him cleped wel swife to him,

& seyd, * wen comestow, pilgrim 1
'

' Sir,' he seyd, ' y com fram Lombard}^, 1725

1 o/hardscvpe? Of hard y-schaped^ for fe maistrie

;

& lorn ichaue mi kinde lord :

Gode kni3t he was and bold. 1730

« us.oftoun. Bitraid ous hadde pe douk Otoim ^
:

Haiie he Cristas malisoun !

In J5is wise ichil go,

& bid for mi lord euer mo.'

' Pilgrim, say me trewelich, 1735

What hete Ipe man foil loued so miche]'

* Gij of Warwike was his name :

c. 13S&. A kni3t he was wiJ)-oute« blame.'

MS. iicv. col. 2. "Wip ]3at he gan to sike sore,

& wepe wi]j his ey^en Jjerfore ;
1740

He him mi^t no lenge at-held.

Gij hi???, gan reweliche bihekl

:

' Gode man,' quod Gij, ' for Jji leute,

What is fi name] telle thon me.'

' Herhaud of Ardern, bi mi leute, 1745

Ich was y-born in jjat cuntre

;

Fif 3er Jjus ichaue y-go

To seche Gij y loued so.'

c. 134.3. ^Vhen Gij herd Herhaud speke,

Him thoujt his hert wald to-breke, 1750

Tuni-n. V in, & in his armes he hab }n7n take, ,

1, 15!iS. ...
& gret ioie wijj him gan make

;

Him he kist wel mani sipe :

For ioie he wepe, so was he hll]>e.



CAIUS MS.] WHO TURNS OUT TO BE HERHAUD. 99

At a pynacle of the see

He sawe a man sitte of ruly blee 1720

In a ponere pilgrymes wede,

And that was heraude veraily in-dede.

Anone Guy cleped to him,

And seide, ' of whens art thou, pilgrym) 1
*

'Sir,' he seide, 'fro Lombardie.' 1725

' What tyding^s there 1
' quoth su-* Guye.

' By god,' quoth heraude, ' y kau) nooiie

;

For many a daie it is goone

That y loste my kynde lorde

That good knyght was, at a worde. 1730

Betraye vs did the Duke Otoun :

Haue he cristiW malison)

!

Therfor* in this wise y shaH goo,

And bidde for my lorde eusre moo.'

* Sey me, pilgrym,' quoth Guy, ' truly, 1735

What height that man that thou loued so hertly 1

'

' Guy of Warrewik was his name :

A knyght he was withoute blame.'

With that he gau) sighe sore :

He wepte and seide ' alias ' eue?'more

;

1740

He might it noo longer kepe in holde.

Guy fuH ruly he gan) him beholde.

* Good man),' quoth Guy, * for thy leaute, [p. 55]

What is thy name 1 telle thou me.'

'Heraude of Ardern) men clepe me 1745

In contrees there as y haue bee.

•V. yere y haue thus goo

Seching* my lorde Guy that y loued so.'

Whan Guy herde heraude so speke,

Of his teres he gan) downe reke. 1750

Guy met him by
the sea in

pilgrim's weeds,

and learned

that he came fro:n

Lombardy,

where lie had lost

his lord,

through the

treachery of

Duke Otouii.

His lord's name
was Guy of

Warwick,

and he himself

Herhaud of

Ardern.

Guy wept
for joy.

H 2



100 GUY AND HERHAUD [aUCHIXLBCK MS.

'Hayl, Herhaud, maister min ! 1755

No knowestow nou3t norri jjine 1

'

* Certes,' quod Herhaud, ' sir, nay :

Ded he was for mani a day.'

He him answerd, ' icham Gij !

'

' Sir,' quod Herhaud, ' merci
!

'

17G0

Sone so Herhaud vnder-stode

j5at it was Gij Jjat was so gode.

For ioie he fel aswon anon
;

Gij him in his armes nome.

)3er men mi^t se ioie make 17G5

Aijjer kni3t for ojier sake
;

}per nas non fat it y-seye,

}3at he no wepe wij; his eyje.

c. 135?'. ^ Adoun fai sett hem bofe pare,

& aijjer teld of oj^eres care. 1770

Sir Gij ha]5 Herhaud y-teld

Hou he him ladde out of J)e feld,

For to birry him at on abhay

)?at was bisiden on pe way.

& se]?j3en^ hap Herhaud y-teld 1775

Hou his wou??,des weren y-heled,

And pat mani lond he hadde ouergo,

To seche his lord wip sorwe & wo.

On hors pai lopen anon wip pis

Vnto a cite wip ioie and blis

;

1780

]?an dede Gij Herhaud bapey

& wip riche metes comforti.

From pennes pai went to pe douk Milou??,

And to him pai ben ful welcome
;

Of her auentours pai teld him pere : 1785

Hou po was gode pat wicke was ere !

)5er pai maden her dueling

Long anouj to her likeing.

c ia-^3. IF At the douke pai token leue po,

For in-to Inglond pai wald go. 1790

n on erasure.

Tnrnb. p. 62,

1. ir.79.

MS. 117r. col. 1



CAIUS MS.] TELL EAOH OTHER THEIR STORIES. 101

' Alias, IievauJe, raaister myii)

!

Knowest not Guy, a felawe of thyn) 1

'

' Certes,' quoth heraude, ' sir, nay :

Dede lie was goon) many a day.'

And he answerd, ' y am Guy '

' A, sir,' quoth heraude, ' mercj^'

As sone as heraude vnderstode

That he was Guy, the knyght goode.

In swowe he felle adowne anone,

And Guy in his amies him toke full sone.

1755 He told Herhaud
that he was Guy.

1760

They fell in eiu^h

other's anus ai'd

wept.

Adowne they sette theim bothe there,

And tolde eche other of their kare.

Sir* Guy hath heraude telde

How he him bare oute of the felde.

For to burye him at an Abbey

That was there beside the highe wey.

And than heraude he him teelde

How his woundes were heled,

And thurgh how many londes he had goo

Seching* his lorde Guy with sorowe and woo.

THEIR HORS they toke after this,

And rode to the next Cites ywis
;

There did Guy Heraude in herbes bathy, [p. 56]

And with good metes him comforte hertly.

Fro thens they wente to the Duke Mylone,

To whom) they bothe were welcome.

Of their' auentures they tolde there,

And thanked good in many manei-'.

At the Duke they toke theii"" leeue thoo,

Toward Englond they gan) goo.

They s;it down,
and told each

1770 other all that had
bei'allei! them.

1775

171

(jny took
Heihaud to D\ikc

Miloun.

1785

They now
resolved to return

to England.



102 GUY LEARNS THAT THE EMPEROR [aUCHINLECK MS.

])e douke lie^n wald lenger duelle,

Ac it nas no-thing in her wille

per to hileue wij> him no more,

& jjat bijjou^t jjB douke wel sore.

^ MS. sei/ntomer. Toward Seynt Omer^ he is y-go, 1795

Herhaud pe gode wiji him also
;

Toward J>e se Jjai token her way,

So swijje her hors hem here may.

A\'Tien Jjai ben to toun y-come,

Her in ])ai han sone y-nome. 1800

c. 1.305. To a windowe sir Gij is go,

In-to J?e strete he loked J)o ;

Tunib. p. 6s, A palmer he seae cominge,
1.1605. ^

.
'

.

Messaisliche hi Jje strete walkinge.

To him haf y-cleped sir Gij, 1805

& curteysliche gan him axi,

' Weltow herherwe ? for it is ni3t

;

For ferjjer go fou no mi^t.'

])e pilgrim answerd Gij,

' Swete sir, gramerci
!

'

1810

Gij do]j him pan hileue,

!Fer])er he no may, for it was eue
;

& sejjpe he badde he schuld h.hn say

Suwi soj) tidinges of fe way,

3if he herd neye oper fer 1815

Speken of batayle & of wer.

* Ichil Ipe telle,' he seyd, ' fot hot

Of al Jje wer J)at y wot

:

)3erof is mani man aferd
;

Of stronger sorwe no haue 30 herd.' 1820

H Gij seyd to him, ' telle it me.'

' For so])e y grau?it,' pan seyd he.

c. 1413. /~\^ Almaine ]je riche emperour,

V^ Eeyner, pat weldep pat anour,

2 Ae dotted before j)q douke of Lowayn he^ hap bisett, 1825

His men slain, & pat is vnnett

;



CAIUS MS.] IS BESIEGING DUKE SEGYN. 103

To seynt Omers is Guy come, 1795 But at st omer,

And heraude witR him aH: and some.

Towarde the see they take tlieir' wey, before puttin;,' to

sea,

As swithe as the hors theim here may.

Whan they to the Town) were come,

Their* Inne they take fuH sone. 1800

To a wyndowe is Guy goo.

Into the strete he behelde thoo
;

A palmer* he sawe comyng^, Gnymetapaiiner,

Easely by the wey goyng*.

To him than) cleped Guy, 1805

And curteisly he gan him asky,

' WoH: thou herburgh ? for it is nyghte

;

invited him to

r-_^ ,, lodge with liim,

i or ia[rjt[hjer thou ne goo mygnte.

The palmer" answerd to Guy,

* Sir*,' quoth, he, ' grauntmercy.' 1810

To sitte downe Guy gaue him leeue,

Farther* he ne might, it was nyghe eeue.

Than he praide him he wolde him sey and asked the

Some tiding^'s, yf he kouthe, of the Contrey,

Yf he herde nyghe or farre 1815

Speke of bataille or of werre.

' I shali telle,' quoth he, ' fote hote [p. 57]

Of grete werre that y wote :

Of a strenger y haue not herde
;

Therof is many a man) ferde.' 1820

Guy him seide, ' telle it me.'

' Forsothe y graunte,' seide he.

' Of Almaigne the Emperour*, Tiie palmer tow
how

lieyner, that is of grete honour*, the Emperor of

Germany
The Duke of Louaigne hath bee-sette, 1825 had besieged

. the Duke Segyn,

His Castem6- destroied withoute lette
;



104 SEGYN HAD SLAIN SADOK, [aUCHTInLEGK MS.

Turnb. p. 64,

1. 16S1.

t>e?

3 on erasure.

MS. ii7r. col. 2. Foi" his nevou J»at he slouj,

WiJ) "wer lie do
J)
him wo aiiou3.

Almost a jer it is ago,

A turnament fer -was y-do ;

c. 1435. Jje douke Segyn was fer po,

I MS. aiowayn. jjat al Lowayn^ bilongej) to,

Wij) his 2 knijtes of his lond,

Jjider come her mi3t to fond.

When J?e turnament com to Jjende,

J5e douke Segyn pennes wald wende :

Wij) fat come Sadok^ prikeing,

J5e douke Segyn vnder-secheing

;

WiJ) J)e douke he hadde gret envie,

For he was gode kni3t for Jje maistrie.

Sadok was y-hoten fat gome,

Out of Mirabel he was y-come

;

Of turnamens he was praised fo.

His hauberk was of y-do
;

In sengle armes he was y-di^t.

Y-preysed he was for a gode kni^t.

To pe douke he seyd, ' wende tow fe
•

Ones Jjou schalt justi wif me,

As knijt that wele alosed is
;

Sone it worf sen y-wis.'

adok,' seyd Segyn, ' lete me be,

Wij) gode loue y pray pe
;

Wij) Jje to justi haue y no wille,

For y J5e loue, and j)at is skille,

& to eken J)at j)ou art mi lordes nevou :

His soster sone so artow

;

Unworjjschip it wer to me

3if y schuld iusti wij) jje.

Ac go in, and arme j)e snelle,

And y com anon, y nil nou3t duelle.'

Seyd Sadok, ' to arwe artow,

When ones justi no darstow now.

C. 14^9.

1830

Tunib. p. 65,

1. 1657.

1835

1840

1845

1850

1856

1860



CAIUS MS.] THE EMPERORS NEPHEW.

For his JSTeuyeu that he slowe,

He hath wroughte him moche woo nowe.

Ali-moste a yere it is goo,

At a turnement that is doo,

The Duke Segwyn) was ther* thoo,

That aH louaigne belongeth vnto,

With aH the knyghtes of his londe

That thider come their' micht to foude.

105

because the latter

1 QOA ^^^ sl:iiii the
1o<jU Emperor's

nephew at a

tournament.

Sadok, jealous of
Segyii, had,

Uiough unarm'jd,

desired to joust

with him.

Segyii

declining the

combat,



106 THE EMPPJROR IS RESOLVEiJ TO H.VVB [aUCHINLECK MS.

1 MS. lichil.

C 14C5

MS. 117v. col. 1.

l!^ow ichil ]3e for a couward held,

& for a kni3t vnwrast in feld :

Bot J>ou wilt wijj me justi, 1865

Ichil 1 fe don a vilani.

Hennes forward war Jje fro me,

]?i dedliche fo ichil now be !

'

Xow Sadok smot to Segyn,

& nothing he no spared him
;

1870

Sadok toforn ha]) him smete

Of his scheld a quarter wij> gret hete,

J3at he him wourided Jjurch ])at arm,

& he him wre})ed for that harm

;

So strong is fat strok y-3iue, 1875

])at his helme is al to-driue.

pe douke him wrepj^ed for J)at smite,

& was ful wroj), 36 mow wele wite,

& J)urch J)e bodi he Sadok smot,

j3at ded he fel doun fot hot. 1880

Wi]j fat he is out of the place y-went,

For per was 3iuen a sorwe-ful dent.

With him he dede fat bodi lede

Unto an abbay, and biri it dede.

j)e douke Segin anon ri3t 1885

Into the cite of Arrascoun him haf y-di3t

:

Jjer-in he holt him soiourninge

For drede of fempej'ours cominge.

C. 14:9V. ^ & when pemperour herd fis cas,

jjat his nevou y-slawe was, 1890

Oner al his lond his hest he bede

To com to him for grete nede.

& when Jjai al icomen bej>,

)?e douke of Lowayn he sege dej)

;

]S"o wil he neuer Jjennes come, 1895

Er the douke be ded or nome.'

Turnb. p. 66,

1.1683.

C. 1*31. When ]>G pilgrim hadde al y-teld,

Gij liim herkened & biheld;



CAIUS MS.] SEGYN KILLED OR TAKEN PRISONER. 107

had been called

a coward.

and at once

attacked by
Sailojc.

In the fight that

ensued

Sadok wa3 slain.

And Segyn
withdrew to his

city AiTascoun.

Whan the 'Emperouv' herde that cas, The Emperor

That his neuyeu so slayne was, 1890

Ouer' aH his londe he hade his hooste

To come to him for his socour' moste :
iia<i gathered a

large army.

And whan) they aH assembled were

The Duke of Louaigne he hesegeth there :

He ne woH' thense £coon)e, 1895 -'"'^ now besieged
'=> '

the i)uke.

Tin the Duke bee dede or noome.'

w HANNE the pilgrym had aH telde,

Guy him herkened and weH behelde.



108 GUY REPAIRS TO ARASCOUN, [aUCHINLECK MS.

He stont & loijjou^t liim 3erne,

Whe]?er he for}) go oTper ojain terne.

He seyd. to Herliaud, ' what rede [30] 1

Sum gode consejl ^if Jiou me,

3if we forj) in our wai go,

Ojjer to Jie douke him socour to do.

Jpat tow me redest, don y wille

;

\)i consejl forsake y nille.'

c. 1343. ^ J?an seyd Herhaud i-wis,
Tiinib. p. 67, -tr •_(• 10 1 • •

1. 1709. Y 311 conseyl, & gode it is
;

Hem to help men schul spede

J?at to help han gret nede.

For los and priis fou mi3t fer winne,

& manschip to fe & al J>i kinne.'

' Sir Herhaud/ quod Gij fe gode,

' jjilke lord fat died on rode

MS. ii7v. col. 2. Jpe blisse, & saue fe,

For gode cowseyl 3if[es]tow me.'

Gij him graijjed & made him ^axe

1 MS. loreynie. Into Loweyiie ^ for to fare

;

& wij) him oper fifti kni3t.

In feld Jie best fat mi3t fi3t.

Y-comen fai ben to Arascoun,

To pe douke fai ben wel-com.

In pe cite fai han her in y-take

;

Mani wer blife for her sake.

c. 1560. Gij bi fe morwe aros po,

Ei3t to chirche he is y-go :

Matins & masse he herd pere,

& sefpe went hom wij) his fere.

Bi pe strete he seye miche folk erne,

Hemself to were fai most lerne.

Sir Gij to his ost sede,

' "What is al pis ? so god pe rede,

Turnb. p. 08, Bele ost,^ y bidde, say pou me,

2 o»< added over What may al pis erning be 1
'

1900

1905

1910

1915

1920

1925

1930



CAIU8 MS.] IN ORDER TO HELP SBGYN. 109

He bethoughte than) full yeriie, [p. 58]

Yf he might goo forthe or ayene to?/rne.

Than seide he to Heraude, ' what rede ye 1

Good counsaille, sir, y pray the,

Yf we in oure wey forthe goo,

Or to the Duke wende and socour him doo.

What thou me redest y doo shaH

;

Thy counsaille y woH not forsake at aU.'

Than seide heraiide y-wis,

' I yiue the counsaille that good is
;

Him to helpe ye shaH the better spede,

And also therfoi-" haue grete mede :

A good name and pris thou may ther" wynne,

And worship to the and all thy kynne.'

' Sir heraude,' quoth Guy the good,

' That lorde that deide on the Eood

Blisse nowe and saue the,

For good counsaille thou yiuest me.'

Guy him thanked and made him yare

Streighte to Louaigne for to fare,

And with him other fifty knyghtes,

The beste that might bee in any fightes.

Come they bee right to raumpsome,

To the Duke they bee fuH welcome.

In the Citee they haue their* Innes take
;

Gladde were many for their sake.

Guy on the morowe aroosse thoo.

Eight to Chirche he is goo.

Masse and matyiis he herde there

And after to his Inne did fare.

1900

1910

1915

1920

Guy

Having asked

905

the advipe of

Herliaud,

to lielp the Inike,

witli 50 other

knights.

Ke repaired to

Arartcoiiii.

1925 The next

nioniinsr.

after mass,

Guy to his boosts than) seide,

' "What is all this 1 thou me rede.

Bele hooste, sey thou me.

What may aH: this doyng* bee 1

'

[p. 59]

learnins that



V

110 GUY TAKES THE EMPEROR's [aUCHINLECK MS.

' Sii'j ichil fe telle,' fan eeyd lie, 1935

' jS'o word nil ich lyje ]je
;

It is femperours steward,

A gode kni^t and no coward

(Anon to Speyne his better nis),

& with, hhn gret compeynie y-wis, 1940

An hundred kni3t6s gode of ker.

Her better no may wepen ber.

J?e cite Jiai han bisett

:

3if ani kni3t be out y-mett,

He no niai nou3t passe vn-y-nome, 1945

Olpev y-slayn atte frome.'

jan seyd Gij, ' lordinges, kni3t,

03ains he?/^ we wil ous di3t.'

Sone ))ai ben in \>g way y-don.

c 5.«®s. J5e steward se]? hem anon : 1950

J?ider-ward he hi?Ji di3t,

1 MS. ajc7iiit. Also a kni3t^ of gret nii3t.

His armes pan he ginnej? ri3t,

03aines Gij he ritt apli3t

;

Anon to-gider Jiai gun smite, 1955

Aiper spard olfier bot lite.

Gij J5e steward so hard smot,

Of his stede he feld him fot hot

;

Tm-nb. p. 69, \)an he smot him wib his swerd broun
I. 1761. MS. llSr.

col. 1. A quarter of his helme adoun. 1960

]3urch grete strengjje he hir^i wan,

& liom AviJ) hi??r ladde him fian.

c. i©3i. When pe Almaines pat y-seye

JDat strong war, and of fi3t sleye,

Her lord nomen i?^ pat fi3t, .
1965

Owai pai priked wip al her mi3t.

MS. asehe/d. ]per was pirled maiii a sclield,^

Mani a kni3t lay in pe feld

;

Gij is 03ain went wel sone,

& al his feren mid-y-done. 1970



CAIUS MS.] STEWARD PRISONER. Ill

' I shali the telle,' seide he, 1935

' And noo worde concele fro the
;

This is the Emperowrs stywarde, f'e Kmpevoi-s

,
steward

That good knyght is and noo cowarde

(Fro hense to Ispaigne his better nys),

And with him grete companye ywis, 1940

An hondred of knyghtes stronge,

That noon) better wepoh) doo fonge.

AH this Citee they haue besette :
^'^^ I'efoi-e the

"^ town,

It to destroye they woH not lette,

'Nov noo man eskape or noine 1945

Or sleyne certaine full sone.

rr^HANNB seide Guy, * Lordingz's and knyghtis,

JL Ayenst theim lete we dresse vs.'

Anone they haue theim in wey doon). Guy saiiied out,

The Styward sawe theim anoon)

:

1950

Thiderwardes he him dighte,

As a knyghte of grete mighte.

His armes faste he gan) arraye, f^uijiit witii the
° "^ ' Steward,

For formest Guy he thought assaye.

To-geder anone they gan smyte, 1955

Eche spared other bot alyte.

Guy first to him smote,

That of his stede he felled him, god it wote,

And tlianne he smote him with a swerde browii), [p. 60]

That a quarter of his helme he felled dowii). 1960

So thurgh grete strength ther* he [is] nome,

And by treuthe his plighte man is become. aTia look him
prisoner.

Whan the Almaignes that seye

That stronge were and in fighte full sleye.

That their* lorde was take iii that fighte, 1965

And^ prikke awey with ail their mighte. ' ^'"'^''^

There was perced many a shelde.

Or they were past aH the felde.

Than Guy ayene wente fuH sone,

And his felawes with him echone. 1970



112 THE GERMANS ARE VANQUISHED [aUCHINLECK MS.

I Aimaineaf jje Lombardes ^ jjai leggen fast opon,

Ml J)ai spare neuer on.

When fe kni3tes of fat cite

Jpis dede alle y-sey^en he,

To army he[m] wel fast hy gof, 1975

Gij wel gode socour hij dof ;

& seJ)J)en fai went forjj ari^t,

& Gij socourd ful wele aplijt.

Swiche strokes men mi^t fer se

Togider smiten ]}0 kni^tes fre : 1980

Bojje wijj lan?zce and wij? swerd

Thai ^iuen mani strokes herd.

J?er nii3t men se stray Jte steden,

So mani kni3t cri & greden,

Tuvnb. p. 70, bat wer burch be hodi wou?zde, 1985
1.1787.

' r T

& ded fellen on fe grounde.

c 1<S53'. ^ Michel him peyned sir Gij,

& Herhaud of Ardern sikerly :

J5is Almayns fiai han oiiercome,

Sum y-slawe and swn y-nome. 1990

Jpan sir Gij anon ri3t

Into fe cite he him di3t,

Bojje he & his ferred :

j)e prisonns wijj hevi jjai lede.

Into Jie cite Jjai ben y-gon, 1995

& to her innes ]>a,i wente;z ichon.

Proude Jjai ben alle & some

jjat pe Almains ben oui^?'-come,

When J>e douke yherd ]jis tidinge,

For blis his hert bigan to springe, 2000

Jjat Gii of Warwike was y-come

& hadde pe steward y-nome.

MS. I !sr. col. 2. On his stede he lepe anon.

To Gyes in he is y-gon

;

* Gij,' he seyd, ' |)on art welcome, 2005

As of the warld fie best gome.



CAIUS MS.] TO THE DUKE S GREAT JOY. 113

The knights of

the city

rallied to Guy's
assistance,

and
an obstinate

battle ensued.

The Almaignes they haue ouere-come,

Some sleyne and some nome. 1990

The Germans
were vanquished.

There Guy and liis felawes in that stede

AH theii"" prisouners with theim lede.

To the Citee they wente anooii),

Eche to his Inne forth is goon).

Proude they were aH and some

That the Almaignes been) ouere-come.

Whan the Duke herde that tydinge,

For ioye his herte gan) to springe,

That Guy of Warrewik was come,

And the Styward had so nome.

On a good stede he lepe anone,

And to Guyes Inne he is goone.

' Guy,' he seide, ' thou art welcome,

As in the worlde of aH ehrisfen)'^ men)

WARWICK.

1995

Guy returned to

the city

with many
prisoners.

2000 TheDulcewas

of the news,

2005 and welcomed
Guy;
1 MS. xpeiO.



114 GUY INDUCES MANY OTHERS [aUCHINLECK MS,

Toforn al ojjer ichaue desired J)e : 1905

God y-thanked mot lie be

}?at tow art come wi]) me to ben at nede,

For now ich worjj pe more loued & drede

Turnb. p. 71, Al of mi dedelich fo,
1. 181S.

Jjat al j)is lond ha
J)
brou3t in wo. 1910

Sire & lord now ichil make pe

Of mi court and of mi cite,

Mine castels & mine londes per-to eke

;

& hennes forward y fe biseke

)3atow fe worjjschipe vnder-fo, 1915

& fine best perof ]jou do.

1 originallyH but Bi ]>i consGjl ichil nov don,
crossed out and • i i 1 1 • <• >

mi written over it For to greuc mi ' dedli lon.

c. laoo. ^ Wei curteysliche answerd Gij

& seyd, ' sir, gramerci. 1920

Bi mi mi3t ichil help Ipe

On ich stede where J)at y be.'

j)e steward he jelt him fan swijje.

Of whom fat he was glad & blife ;

Jjurch him he wende acorded be 1925

Of femperour, his lord so fre.

Bitvene hem fai tolden tale

Of her gode frendes fale.

Now sent Gij his sondes about,

3epe men wif-outen dout, 1930

To cuntres fat he haf furch-went.

Grete frendes he haf of-sent,

Of barouns and of knijtes held

pe best fat mi3t wepen weld,

Tnnib. p. 72, Bi hundred and bi fousinde, 1935
1 1S39.

})at al wil ben his helpinde.

J?e castels and fe borwes fat lorn were,

J5e douke 03ain wan hem fere

jjurch Gyes help & his ferrede,

))at wele wer helpeand at nede, 19:40



CAIUS MS.] TO HELP THE DUKE. 115

Ouer aH other' y haue desired the :

God thanked mote he bee

That thou art to me come,

For nowe y drede nooman).

1905

[p. 61]

Lorde and sire y make the

Of my toure and of my Citee,

My castelli's and my londe therto eke

;

And henseforeward y the beseke

That the lordship thou haue also,

And aH thy wille therwith doo

;

For by thy counsaOle y woH doon),

For to greue my dedely fooh).'

FuH curteisly than answerd Guy

And seide, ' sir duke, graunt mercy.

"With my mighte y shaH helpe the

In euery stede where that y bee.'

Than the Styward he behelde swithe,

Of whom he was fuH gladde and blithe

;

Thurgh him he hopeth accorded bee

With the Emperotw, his lorde free.

Betwene theim two they teld the tale :

Now yiue vs drinke wyne or ale.

NOWE sendeth Guy his sonde aboute

After good meii) withoute doubte

In-to Contrees that he hath thurgfi-wente.

Grete multitude he hath for-sente,

Of knyghtes and barouns bolde

The beste that wepon) in hande may holde.

1911 to whom he

gave power
over all his

dukedom.

1915

1920 Guy thanked
him,

1925

1930

hundreds and
thousands

The CasteU^s and the townes that loste were,

The duke wanne ayene in that yere

Thurgh Guyes helpe in that stede

With his felawes that helped weH at nede,

1937

of others to

aid him
in recovering

his rights.

I 2



116 THE emperor's COUNCIL. [aUCHINLECK MS.

Bi him & bi his coizsejl also,

)5at pennes forward hi??^ trewe]je wil do.

IT When Jjemperour yherd j)is,

]3at Gij to fe douke yeomen is,

MS. ii8v. col. 1. & bat he hab his men ouercome, 1945

Y-slawe & his steward nome,

Wrojj & sori he is ])er-fore,

)?at he haj) so his men forlore.

To his barouns fan he sede :

'Lordinges, what schal me to rede? 1950

Nene?' no wor]? ich glad no blijie,

Bot ich be aAvreken swife

Of Segyn & Gij \>a.t is our fo,

)3at mi folk ha]) brou3t in wo.'

* Sir,' the douk Paui sede, 1955

' Ther-of farf fe haue no drede.

Ar fe pridde day worJ3 to ende y-broujt,

Jjat play worp wel dere abou3t

;

For of ]?ine folk take we wille,

]?at gode ben & snelle, 1960.

Turnb. p. 73, j)& best doand at swiche nede

WiJ) scheld & spere armed on stede :

Of Sessoine fe douke Eeyner,

& Jje co?istable Gandiner,

& ich wi)j hem wil be, 1965

& gret ferred lede wijj me.

To Arascoun we schnl fare,

3if we )je douk finde pare.

Bot we fe treytours jje 3elde,

We wil ))atow in prisoun ous held. 1970

c. i«40. f )5empe?'our answerd !
' y-wis,

A gode cowseyl so is pis.

Sir douk Eeyner, pou schalt go,

& Jjou, constable, al-so
;

Al-so schal |je douke of Pauie 1975

Wi]j his grete cheualrie



CAIDS MS.] THE SIEGE IS TO BE RENEWED. 117

By him and his counsaille also [p. 62]

Pro thense foreward "woH him trouthe doo.

WHANNE the EmperoMr herde this, The Emperour,

That Guy of Warrewik with the duke is,

And that he hath his men ouerecome, 1945

His men) sleyn) and the Styward nome,

Wrothe and sory he was therfore, ^^™'h ^\ ^^^
" steward s defeat.

That he his men) so hath lore.

To his barons than he seide :
summons a

council.

* How shaH we doo, and what is your* rede ] 1 950

I shaH neuere bee gladde nor blithe,

Bot it bee awreke right swithe

Of Segwyn) and of Guy also,

That my folke haue brought in woo ;

'

And cowmaunded his dukes and barons aU 1 955 By the advice of

Duke Otoun,

To bee redy in armes at eue/y caH.

It was determined
that Duke Reynet
with an army
should renew the

siege.



Six-;

J18 ARASCOUN IS DEFENDED. [aUCHINLECK MS.

To Arascoun, ])at gode cite :

Jje douke & Gij bring to me.

Who so to me bring hem to,

Mi loue he schal haue for eue?' mo.' 1980

jjai seyd, ' we willen go

Al fine best for to do.'

Now hij ban her way y-nome,

To Arascotm jjat ben y-come.

When fai of fe cite wist hem Jiare, 1985

Ojaines hem fai di3t hem 3are
;

Turnb. p. 74, Hastiliche to armes bai ben y-go,
1.1891. - . . , ,

Kni^tes and sqniers wi]j hem also,

[leaf ii8v. col. 2] When fai wer al redi/

& wele y-di3t in her parti, 1990

Jje douke cleped Herhaud him to,

& swetely seyd to him fo :

' Sir Herhaud, jjou schalt afong

Four hundred kni3tes wi3t and strong

()jou schalt 3if Jie first asaut 1995

Opon |je Alraau?ides, sir Herhaud)

;

& fou, sir Gij, an hundred to fe

Of mi londe fat best be
;

And 3if fat Herhaud haue nede,

Him to help fatow spede, 2000

& ichil com wifouten delay

Wif al fe strengfe fat y may.

Togider wif hem we schul fi3t,

c. isss. & hem ouer-com furch godes mi3t.

s ichaue seyd, loke ye don, 2005

& gof and asailef hem anon.'

2 MS. originally Herhaud ginnef hem to asaily.^
asaile.

J3at fi3t he wil comenci.

Of fe douk Oius Herhaud is vnder-nome

In fe alder first scheltrome

;

2010

His fo he is euen forf his mi3t,

For he it haf deserued furch ri3t.

A'



CAIUS MS.] HERHAUD ATTACKS OTOUS. 119

' Sir,' quotfi they, * we woH goo 1981

AH tliyn lieste for to doo.'
'

'''.'!|'^"'=*^

•^ illegible.

So they haue their" w[ey] ^ nome, They proceeded

to Arascoun.

And to Ransoiie they bee come.

"VVhan they of the Citee wiste them there, 1985 The besieged

prepared

Ayenst theim they dressed in theii"* gere :

Hastely to armes they bee goo,

Knyghtw and squiers bothe twoo

;

And Avhah) they were aH redy

And well dighte on either partj^, 1990

The duke cleped heraude him to for a vaUaut
defence

And swetely to him seide tho :

' Sir heraude, thou shalt fonge under Herhaud

Foure hundred of knyghtw good and stronge

(Thou shalt yiue the first assaute [p- 63] 1995

Vpon) the Almaignes, sir" heraude)

;

And thou, sir' Guy, an hundred to the anti ouy.

Of aH: my londe the best that bee.

And if heraude haue nede,

Him to helpe fast thou spede

;

2000

And y shall come withoute delaie

With aH the strength that y maye :

To-geder with theim we woli fighte

And theim oue?'e-come with goddis mighte.'

And as they seide so haue they dooii), 2005

And doo theim assaille right anoon.

Heraude him gooth first to assaily, Herhaud attacked

That fighte for to meyntayny.

Of the duke Otes heraude is vndernome cuUe otous.

In the vawarde, as it is aboute come. 2010



120 HERHAUD ESCAPES. [aUCHINLECK MS.

Tunib. p. 75,

1. 1917.

C. 1S04.

C. ISll.

C. 1834,

[leaf 118i-. a]

1 The letters in

brackets only

partially left.

Turnl). p. 76,

1, 1943.

C. 1835

Herhaud him seyd, * Otus of Pauie,

Understond tow of jjat felonie

}5at tow 171 Lombard! ous dedest,

When fou mi lord betreydest.

Wele we schul pex-oi awreke be,

3if god wil, er Jje sonne doim te.'

U Otvs answerd, ' Jjou lexst on me,

& pat y schal sone kijje Jje ;

Gret scorn is here so y go,

Y warn pe icham pi fo.'

Togider pai smiten wip gode wille,

J5at hope of her hors adoun felle

;

& after pai drouj her swerdes newe,

Wip gret envie to-gider pai hewe.

)je donk him werep mi3tliche,

Herhaud him asailep strongliche

;

jjurch pe feld he gop Mm driueinde.

Wip pat com his folk prikeinde,

& her lord rescuwep pere ;

Herhaud to nim angwisous pai were

Herha .

Wipp .

Wip [s]i

Herh .

]5an

Non .

Miche .

Tope .

Mop .

Jjat d .

j)e do .

He seye

He seyd

Lordin

No se
3

))at d[o]

2015

2020

2025

2030

2035

2040

^045



CAIUS MS.] BUT MANY OF HIS MEN ARE SLAIN. 121

Heraude to him seide :
* thou Otes of Pauye,

Vnderstondest not of that felonye

That thou in lombardie didest,

Whan) thou my lorde and me betraidest 1

A-wreke we shuH therof now bee,

Yf god woU, or the sonne coue?*e Mr blee.'

Otes answerd :
' thou liest on me,

And that y shall: preoue on the.'

2015 reproached him
with hi8

treachery,

2020

To-geder they smyte with good wille.

That bothe of their* hors they felle.

Than they drawe their" swerdes kene,

And hewe to-geder sharply, y wene.

The duke him tempteth mightly,

And heraude him assaUleth strongely :

Thurgh the feelde he gootfi him dryuyng*. [p. 64]

With that Cometh his folke priking*,

That their* lorde reskewe there,

And heraude to take they angry were

:

Bot heraude vpofl him werred strongly.

With that cofaeth his folke hastely :

With strength they bee forthe goo,

And heraude they broughte on hors thoo.

Than gah) they to-geder smyte :

iNoon spared other bot a lite.

2025 and would have

olain him

2030

but for the

succour of his

men.

2035

The duke Otes had sorowe gretly.

Whan he sawe his folke sleyn) so greuously,

And seide to his felawes thoo :

' Lordinges, what shaH we nowe doo ?

See ye not here a man), by name,

That me dooth harme and moche shame,

2045

Otous called

upon his men



122 GUY HELPS HERHAUD, [aUCHINLECK MS.

C. 1S51.w

)3at ha .

3our f .

Bot 36 of [h]

Mi loTie n

Wif fat [])] .

& to Herha .

Jjer is Her .

When he li[a]

Ac recouer .

For gret [s] ,

Herhaud [jj]

Ac he him .

"hen Gij [s]

& out of

His helms .

& liis scheld

& his hors .

In strong

WiJ) loude .

To J)e douk[e]

He rescuw[e]

}3e o])er fai .

c. isei. Ac when [s 1]

Arnend he .

Wi]j loude [v ]]

To fe douk [o]

}?ou fals "wr .

Wei litel ])ou )j(?)

Turnb. p. 77,

1. 1969.

2050

2055

2060

2065

2070

2075

leaf US'- b and 118* a torn off.



CAIUS MS. AND THREATENS OTOUS. 123

2055 Herhaud was
liard pressed,

but Guy came to

his aid.

That hatli iiyglie sleyne aH my men),

Youre frendes and your* kynaesmen) ? 2050

Bot ye on him some wreke doo, for revenge.

I shaH you neuere loue moo.'

With, that they assembled echoon),

And to heraude they smyte anoon).

There is heraude mysse bee-falle :

Loste he hath his men alle,

And recouere he shaii sone this

;

For grete socomj* him cometh ywis.

Heraude they dryue strongely,

And he werred on him hardily. 2060

Whan Guy sawe heraude comyng^,

Oute of that stronge fighte fleyng^,

His helme to-dasshed in stedes moo, [p. 65]

His sheelde to-hewen) aU-moste in twoo

(And his hors wounded sawe he : 2065

In stronge iighte he had bee)

;

With loude steuene than he yede

To the Duke and made assaute fuH quede.

He rescowed herande in the felde,

And the other they toke and helde. 2070

Whan Otes sawe sir" Guyon) Guy called otous

Coiae rennyng^ to him as a lyoun,

With highe voice he gan) vpbreide,

And to the Duke Otes thus he seide :

' Thou false and disceyuable traitom-', 2075 a traitor,

FuH liteit thou thoughte on thyn honoui^,

Whanne thow bee-traidest me,

And dud my men) with sorowe slee

In the forest of playnes, as y forthe come

With my felawes, good knyghtes echooiie. 2080

Fro hense forewarde, y telle the,

Thy dedely foo y shalbee.

In good poynte to bee y am not like,

Tille^ y haue thyn hede of strike.'

and threatened to

Rtrike off his head.



124 OTOUS RESCUED BY HI8 MEN. [aUCHINLECK MS.

C. 1909.

C. 1917.



CAIUS MS.] RETNER AND GAUDINER JOIN THE FIGHT. 125

With that eithei'' of theim pricked his stede, 2085

And in grete wrathe to-gider yede,

Otes smote Guy in the sheelde,

That euen half flowe in the felde,

And Guy gaue Otes a wounde :

Thurgh his theighe he thruste his swerde grounde, 2090

And his hede he had him benome,

Had not grete socour' to him the rather* come.

Two hundred knyghtes assailled Guy, [p. GQ]

And him wolde haue sleyn wilfully,

And he him defended as a man : 2095

AH that he smote woo theim beecam.

There they haue their" lorde redde,

And all wounded oute of the place ledde.

Guy the AJmaignes before him wreketh :

Many he taketh, and many he sleeth. 2100

Guy theim driueth, and fast they flee,

As folke that greuously ouerecome bee.

WITH THAT come the Duke Eeyner",

And the Constable sir Gaudemer*

:

In a slade they metteii Guy, 2105

And strongly on him sette they

;

And Guy him drowe toward the Eoume,

And aH his felawes that with him come
;

For ther* were a thousand kriyghtes

"With theim to mete anone Eighfces. 2110

' Lordinges,' quoth Guy, ' herken) to me :

Thise knyghtv's bee comyng' as ye may see,

The Duke Eeyner of Cessoigne

And the Duke Gaudemer of Coloigne.

In euery side we bee-sette bee, 2115

So that we may not hense flee

;

And though we might y nelle
;

For forsothe, y shall you telle.

Better it is to dye manly

Than to flee with shame and vilanye.' 2120

Guy fell apon
Otous.

But Otous al-

tliougli wounded,
was rescued by
his men.

Guy was attacked

by Duke Reyner

and Constable

Gaudiner,

who came with a

thousand knights.

It is better to die

like a man than to

ilee shamefully.



126 GILMYN RIDES AWAY [aUCHINLECK MS.

C. lOSV.

C. 19VS.

C. 10S9.



CAITTS MS.] IN ORDER TO CALL DUKE SEGYN. 127

AH: they answerd in that stede, [p. 67]

* With the we woH abide veraUy in dede.'

To-gider they smyte than faste :

Of the Almaignes they were not agaste.

There they beganne aH newe fighte, 2125

Wher-thurgh deide many a good knighte.

Guy gooth to smyte Duke Eeyner,

And of his stede he felled him ther'.

Heraude smote to Gaudemer* there,

And oute of his sadeH he did him bare. 2130

With that Cometh forth Gilmyn)

:

Besibbe he was the Duke Segwyn).

Than duke Botolf he smote so,

That of his hors he felled him tho.

Whan that sawe Duke Eeyner 2135

And the Constable Gaudemer,*

Before theim their folke sleyne.

With grete sorowe and with peyne

Their' voices lowde they greyde,

And assembled ayene with their* ayde. 2140

With that come the Duke Eeyner,

And Gilemyn he mette thei-*,

So that the swerde longe and brode

Thurgh-oute his hepe it glode.

Gilemyn) with-drowe abacke fleyng*, 2145

Ayene-warde faste priking',

And is to Duke Segwyn) come :

Well he him knewe right sone.

' Sir Duke,' quoth Gdemya),

Thou abidest to longe, by seynt Martyn). 2150

Socour" thy folke, and that blyue : [p. 68]

The Almaignes begynne fast on vs dryne.'

Whan the Duke of Gilemyii) this herde.

And of his folke how it ferde,

He smote his stede and gan) to goon), 2155

To his men) he seide anooo)

:

Gny tlirew Reyiier

off his horse.

as Herhaud did

Gaudiner,

and Gilmyn did

Botolf.

But the Germans
rallied.

Gilmyn was
wounded,

and rode awav to

Duke Segyn.



128 SEGYN ARRIVES AT THE FIELD OF BATTLE. [aUCHINLECK MS.

c. 190». \the first 11 lines of leaf 118^ b. entirely gone]

[leaf 118v. b.]

C. S033.

• [o]n

. falle

. stiel

[h]ond

d

[RJeyner

er

es fere

n

broun

on

. non

2165

2170

2175

2180

tede 2187

C. 2043.

me

[o]me



CAIUS MS.] THE GERMANS ABE BEATEN. 129

Barons, knyglitfs, strengthe you

Guy wele to socour* now

;

For and Guy bee dede or noma,

AH we bee thanne ouercome.' 2160

With that come the Duke dryuyng*,

And the Almaignes fast assailling^'.

The Duke a knyghte smote anone,

That dede he did him to grounde goon).

Guy they socour" weH with aH : 2165

Many a good knyght he did dede down) faii.

On either side they foughte wele

With their' launces and swerdes of stele :

They smote of hedes, armes, and honde
;

AH to-hewen) they lye in the sonde. 2170

With that Cometh Duke Eeyner*,

Sleyne he hath the good Gayer :

In fraunce he was borne, Guyes feere
;

To Guy he was leef and dere.

Whan Guy that sawe he was sory

:

2175

To the Duke he smote greuously,

That of his stede he feUed him dowiie
;

And than he drowe his swerde browne.

Suche a stroke he smote him vpon)

That dey he wende forth-with anoon). 2180

Sone there beganne a straunge shoure : [p. 69]

To-geder they smyte knyghtzs of valoure.

So many strokes yiueii thou might see

Of the knightz's that smote so free :

Bothe with spere and with swerde 2185

They yiue many strokes and harde.

Ther* men) might see straye many a stede,

And many a knyght shriche and grede.

Wherto shuld y make a tale of nought ?

The Almaignes were to deth brought. 2190

NOWE BEEN the Almaignes oue?-e-come,

To dethe wounded, and greviously nome.

WARWICK. K

Duke Segyn
attacked the

Germans.

Either side fought

well.

Gayer was killed

by Reyuer.

At last

the Germans were

vanquished.



130 TIRRI OF GURMOISE MAKES [aUCHINLECK MS.

C. 3049.

[fjleinge

[djriueinge

ode gome 2195

fro

. to do

t

d sket

o^e

omen ichon

c. 3050. Or ichil telle femperour
Tnrnb. 1. 1985. ^ , n i • . i i

MS. ii9r. a. 3^ Jian y-don iiwi gret desnonour,

When 36 for a fewe men

Schiil so sone oway flen.'

Jjai turned hem anon ri3t,

& bi-gun a newe fi3t.

Al togider ]jai gun smite

;

Semhlant ^ of loue jjai kidde hot lite.

Heteliche to him smot Gyoun
;

His scheld nas nou3t worji a botoun,

1^0 his tvifold armes halp him noujt

)5at in Loreyn weren y-wrou3t.

Strokes hij togider delden ywis

On helmes & on bri3t scheldes

;

So hard pai striken hem bitvene,

])at gode stones fallen J^e?* ben.

Ailper semed a lyoun of mode,

So hard ]jai smiten wi]) swordes gode.

Wi]3 him smot pe douke Segyn,

No lenge mi3t he wiphelden him
;

Togider J?ai smiten hard and wel

WiJ) brondes wele wrou3t of stiel.

1 Slemblant MS.

Turnb. p. 78,

1. 1995.

2200

2205

2210

2215

2220

2225



CAIUS MS.] THE GERMANS TURN AGAIN. 131

Toward their* hooste they goo fleyng*,

The Duke and Guy after theim dryuyng*.

With that come priking* Terry fuH sone,

Of Gornoyse Aubries owne soiie,

Of ^ thirty Knyghtis swithe and snelle

Of his owne meyne hardy and felle :

AH they come armed the hooste fro,

The Almaignes socour for to doo.

There they haue theim mette :

With loude steuene withoute lette,

' Lording^s,' he seide, * how goo ye 1

Ayene wende nowe with me

To assaille eftsones your fooh),

Of whom ye bee ouerecome echooh),

Or y woH telle the Emperoui^

That ye haue him doo grete dishonour*,

Whan ye for a few men

ShuH so swithe awey fieeh).'

Ayene they tow?*ned anone righte,

And begonne there a grete fighte.

Terry beganne a knyghte to smyte,

Semblant of loue he made a luyte.

Hertely to him smote Gyoun)

;

His shelde auaiUed him not a botoun).

2195 Then came Tirri

with thirty

knights,

1 With?

2200

At the call of

Sir Tirri

2205

[p. 70]

2210 the flying Ger-

mans turned

again.

Guy engaged

them,

2215

Harde strokes they to-geder deelde

On helmes and on stronge sheelde

;

So harde they striken) theim betwene,

That eoolde and stones falle thei-' been).

Thanne come the Duke Segwyn),

Longe ne might he withholde him
;

To-gider they smyte harde and wele

"With swerdes weH wrought of stele.

2220

assisted by Duke
Segyn.

2225

K 2



132 THE GERMANS ARE [aUCHINLECK MS.

"iJ3 jjat come piikeand Tii'ri,

Of Gurmoise jjerl sone Aubri

;

2230

Wei sternliche he smitt a knijt,

Jpat ded he fel anon ri^t.

c. ao»i. So sone so douke Segyn sej) |jis,

Wei wro]) he was wijj him y-wis

;

Wroflich he seyd to Gij, 2235
' Here is gret scorn sikerly,

When jjat olepi kni3t

Schal ous do so michel vnrijt,

& fan wijj his saut owai flen.'

Gij answerd, ' turn we ojen, 2240

& hardiliche aseyl we hem :

Anon turn we 03en.'

c. 310I. be ALm.au??s bai go to asayl
Turnb.p.79,

.

1. 2021. Wi]) gret strengfe in batayl

;

Sorweful of h.e7n was fe meteinge 2245

Wij) brondes of stiel Avele kerueinge.

Anon ])e Almauwdes gin flen,

& pe ojjer turnen 03en.

Jje douk Segyn ojain come,

Ei^t to his cite jje way he nome, 2250

MS. ii9r. b. & Gij afterward wif him is go, 2255

& eke his feren also.

Wi]) hem Jiai habben her pn'sou/^s,

Doukes, eris, & barouns
;

Wei glad & blijje pan ben he,

& al jjat weren in pat cite. 2260

To t^er innes pai ben y-gon,

Wei glad ben hij eue/ichon. \

c. 9\:i7. X*e douke go)? in-to pe tour :

His prisouns he dop gret anonr,



CAIUS MS,] AGAIN DEFEATED. 133

Than lie townied his stede Tirry,

As a good knyght, and a migfiti, 2230

And bakward smote to a knyglite,

That dede he failed him anone right.

"WTian the Duke Segwyn sawe this,

FuH wrothe he was ywis,

And an wroth ely seide to Guy, 2235

' This is grete scorne sikirly,

"VVhan aR him self oou) knyghte

ShaH vs doo this grete vnrigfite.'

Guy answerd, 'towrne ayene,

And hardily assaiHe theim

;

2240

For better it is manly dede bee

Than with shame awey to flee.'

The Almaignes they goo to assailly, [P- 71]

And with grete strength ouerecome bee they.

Tirry to theim was euere meuyng*, 2245

And with his swerde gretly harmyng^.

Now goo the Almaignes fast fleyng^,

And in their* fistes their* swerdes bering*.

The Duke Segwyn) ayene come,

And lete theim passe their* wey home. 2250

THANNE the Almaignes were thus wente

Discomfited in the feelde and shente,

The Duke Segwyn than wente, as ye may see.

The right wey to the Citee
;

And Guy of Warrewik with him is goo, 2255

And ali their felawes with theim also.

With theim they lede their* prisounes,^

Dukes, Erles, and also Barounes.

Fuli glad and blithe aH they bee,

And aH that were in the Citee. 2260

To their* Innes they bee goon)

FuH gladde and ioyefuii euerychoon).

The Duke him wente to his toure :

His prisouners he lokked with grete honoure

Tirri slew a

knight.

Se;.;yn was wroth

at Tirri's prowess.

But hie men sooi.

rallied,

defeated the

GeiTuans,

1 prisoutiiers MS.

and returned

triumphant to

the town.

Sepyn treated liis

prisoners very

well,



134 THE EMPEROR HEARS [aUCHINLKUK MS.

Turnb. p. 80,

1. 2047.

' tlie V has a

stroke too much.

})erl EejTier of Sessoyiie, 2205

& ferl Gaudiner of Coloyne,

& wijj hem fe stewerd,

j)at gode km3t was & wel y-herd.

Wip him eten he hem dede,

& more fan, himself hem "worfschipede. 2270

j)e douke his soster cleped hi??i to,

Jje fairest maiden fat mi3t go.

' J3e prisouns fou nim to fe,

In J)i chamber wi]j fe to be

;

In J)i chaumber 1 kepes me 2275

}?is gentil kni^tes hende & fre
;

& oner alle ofer fe douke Eeyner :

In hert he is me lef & dere.'

' Sir,' sche seyd, ' ichU so

Hem to kepe my mi^t y-do.' 2280

c. 3153. *[[ Ac fe riche empe?'our fre,

Of pis comberment nist he.

Wip a kni3t he pleyd atte ches

Of Hungri, pat he loved y-wis.

"Wif fat com Tirri prikeinge, 2285

In his fest his brond hereinge :

His hauberk was al to-tore,

& his nasel avaled bifore.

)5urch his bodi fe blod ran
;

Tirri made no semblau??! of fan ;
2290

His strong scheld al to-hewen ^ was,

N'ou3t a fot hole fer-of ^ nas.

c. 3105. H ' Emperour,' he seyd, ' vnder-stond to me :

Hard tidinges may y telle fe

Of fine barouns fat y-nome be
;

2295

"No schal fai neuer com to fe.

Sum be ded & broti3t to grounde,

& sum be nomen, & sum be "wounde :

Y-nomen is fe douk Reyner,

& fe co?istable Gaudiner

;

2300

* MS. alto hewen.

3 MS. of]>ef

MS. 119v. a

Tnrnb. p. 81,

1. 2073.



CAIUS MS.] THE BAD NEWS.

Than),i Duke Eeyner' of Ce?soigne, 2265 i The?

And the Erie Waldemer of Coloigne,

And with theim Conrad the Stywarde,

That good knyght was and not a-ferde.

With him to ete he theim dude,

And gretly theim he than worshipped. 2270

The Duke his Suster cleped him to,

The fairest maide that on erthe might goo.

' Thise prisouners thou take to the, [p. 72]

And in thy Chambre thou kepe theim me,

135

and corainitted

tliem to the care

of his sister.

And ouer aH other the Duke Reynei'',

That to me is leef and deer*.'

' Sir,' she seide, ' y shall so

To kepe theim my might doo.'

ND THE Emperowr Eeyner' free

Of this combraunce ne wiste he

.

With a King he pleide at ches

Of Hungrye, that he loued y-wis.

With that couie Terry priking*,

And in his honde his swerde bering*

:

His harneis was aft to-tore.

And his vomreH aualed before
;

Thurgh his body the blode ranne,

And Terry made noo semblant thanne :

His stronge shelde aH to-hewen) was,

That skantly any hole pees nas,

' EmperoMr,' he seide, ' vnderstonde me

:

Harde tydingis y telle the

Of thy Barons that taken) bee

;

Ne shaH they neuere come more at the.

Some bee dede and leyde to grounde,

And some smitten) with dethes wounde.

Take is the duke Reynei-',

And of Coloigne the Erie Waldeinei^

;

2277

2280

The emperor was

playing at chess

2285 when Sir Tirri,

in a sorry plight,

2290

brought the bp.d

tidings of the rout

of his men.

2295

2300



136 THE WHOLE HOST OF THE EMPEROR [aUCHINLECK MS.

J3e douke of Pauie wou^zded is

Wi]3 a swerd Jjurcli J?e bodi y-wis

:

Of Jje dej) lie drat liim sore,

Hele no wor|j him neue?' more.'

C.919», "«JJThen femperour herd ]?o 2305

T What Jierl Tirri seyd him to,

Wei sori he was, & wrojj fer-fore,

})at ney3e he haj) his witt forlore.

Y-sworn he haf a wel gret o])

Bi god almijti al for-so|), 2310

J3at nexxer blipe no worji he,

Al what fat cite y-nomen be,

1 not quite & Jiat fe ^ traitours ben y-slawe,
distinct. ^ n i

Oj)er for-brent, ojjer y-iiawe.

c. sissf. ^ His 2 heste he dede cri anon, 2315
=»o,«underdottea.

jj-^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ euerichoR
;

His scheltromes anon he dijt,

& redi pai ben al to fi3t.

J?e feldes J?ai ben sone ouer-gon

J3at were pe tonnes bisiden on, 2320

Al what hij comen to Jie cite.

3 Gaier on sn Gaier^ fan for]) ^ede he
erasure.

i t • i

WiJ) nf hundred armed kni^tes,

Hardi & wele doand in fi^tes.

Turnb. p. 82, )jo bat wcren in be cite, 2325
1. 2099.

On j)e Almaynes bihelden he,

& seye fe cuntres & al Jie feldes,

c. 3200. Wif white hauberkes & wijj scheldes.

Y>e douke hiin com for]) wi]) ])at,

Wele y-armed on stede he sat

:

2330

' Gij,' he seyd, ' what schal we do 1

3if we go & smite hem to,

Or we gon our walles to were,

]Jat ])e Almayns ous nou3t dere ]

'

"jkan spac Sir Gij fot hot, 2335

- ' Wele schaltow do, for-so))e y wot

:



CAIUS MS.] MARCHES TO THE CITY. 137

The Dulce of pauye wounded is

Witfi a swerde thurgB the body ywis :

Of detfi. he dredde him sore,

To eskape he weneth nomore.'

'hanne the Empero?«r herde tho [p, 73]

What the Erie Tirry tolde him to,

FuH sory he is, and wrothe therfore :

AH-moste he hath his witte forlore.

Swore he hath a fuH grete othe :

By god aH-mighti and forsothe,

Keuer glad shal bee he.

For that Citee take bee.

And tin the traitowrs bee slawe,

In fire brende, or aH quykke drawe.

His trompetti's he bade blowe anone,

And his hooste to barneys echoone.

the captivity of

Duke Reyner and
Gaudiner,

and wounding of

Otoun.

2305 Tlie Enn)eror

swore that he
would never

2310 be blithe again till

he had taken the

city.

and slain the

traitox's therein.

2315

His whole host

The feldes sone they haue thurgh-goon)

:

Downes ne valeis they spared noon), 2320

Tili they come before the Citee.

Gonrande than forthe yede he

With .V. hundred of orped knyghtes.

That hardy were and weH doyng^ in fightes.

AH that thoo were in the Citee, 2325

Ypon) the Almaignes gan) behokle and see

:

They sawe the Contrees couered and the felde

With white hauberkes, speres, and shelde.

The duke him come forth with that,

WeH armed vpon) a good stede he sat

:

2330

' Guy,' he seide, * what shaH we doo 1

Yf we goo to smyte theim too ?

'

marched to the

city.

the van led by his

son (iaier with

500 knights.

' Sir*,' seide Guy foot hote,

FuH weH thou shalt doo, y it wote.

2335 Guy advised

Segyii to sally out

with 100 kiiiglits;



138 QAIER, THE EMPEUOR's SON, [aUCHINLECK MS.

' originally

htindered, but the

first e under-

dotted.

MS. 119v. b.

C. 2-21S.

Turnb. p. S3,

1. 2125.

* originally

bloteen.

C. SS35.

' an not quite

distinct.

Nim we now an hundred kni^tes,

& go asayl hem anou ri3tes.

Bifor JjB cite y se stond here

Gaier, Jjempe?'our sone Eeyner,

& fif hundred ^ kni3tes in her ferred,

Wele y-armed on heye stede.

Biforn her ost Jjei ben y-comen,

Angwisous ous to ninien
;

& 3if we habbef gret nede,

Ojain-ward we mai ous spede.'

Anon fai nomen an hundred kni3tes,

Hardi & of most mi3tes
;

]2ai wenten out of fat cite,

Wei modi men weren he.

WiJ) f)e Almau?2s pai wil iusti,

Nil hii nou3t wif hem acordi

;

Togider jjai smiten hard & svnpe,

Of hors jjai fellen mani a si]3e.

IT Sir Gij him smot to Gaier,

& feld him doun of his destrer,

& sejjfen he wan hi??z in Jjat fi3t

;

jje o\)er oway flowen'^ anon ri3t.

Toward fe ost Jjai flowen snelle,

J?e hete was swife strong wif alle.

Mani fai nomen & bounden fast,

& ladde into pe cite on hast.

When fai of fe ost y-seye J)is,

Jjat her folk ouercomen is,

& jjat was in pat fi3t y-nome

Gaier, Jjat was femperour sone,

)pan ' hastiliche fe ost ichon

Opon Segyn pat smiten anon.

per bigan a newe fi3t,

Whar-jjurch died mani a kni3t.

On aiper side mani on dyed y-wis ;

Ac jje douke wers bifallen is,

2340

2345

2350

2355

2360

2365

2370



CAIUS MS.] IS TAKEN PRISONER, 139

WoH; we take a thousand knyglites,

And goo tlieini assaile anone riglites.

Before the Citee y see stonde here

Gaier, the Emperours sofie Eeynei'',

And .V. hundred knyght^'s at his lede,

FuH: weii armed vpou) theii-" stede.

Before their* hoost they bee come :

Lete vs theim assaille now fuH sone.

Yf we of socour' haue any nede,

Ayenewarde we mowe vs sone spede.'

Trhich WM done.

[p. 74]

2340

2345

Than oute of the Citee bee they goon)

FuH swithe hasty right anoon),

The Almaignes for to assaille :

Therof they thinke not to faille.

To-geder* they smyte harde and swithe,

Of hors they felle many a sithe.

Guy dooth smyte to Gaier,

And felled him downe right thei^,

And so toke him ther* m that fighte :

The other ilowen anone righte.

Toward the hoost they flee, y you telle,

The other after, theim to quelle.

2350

2355 Gaier was taken

prisoner.

and his men put

to flight.

2360

The German
main army

Whan) they of the hooste sawe this,

That their* folke so ouere-come is,

And that ther* was in that fighte nome 2365

Gaier, the Emperours sone,

Than hasted they of the hoost echoon),

Vpon) Segwyn) they smj^te anoon)

:

attacked segyn,

Begonne they haue a futt stronge fighte,

Wher-thurgh deide many a knyghte. 2370

and slew many of

his men.



140 DUKE SEQYN [aUCHINLECK MB,

Turnb. p. 84,

1. 2151.

1 originally

^ernne, but the

second n under-

dotted.

MS. 120r. a,

For miche of his folk lie les.

Al auwtreousliche fer he come/2 wes.

}?iirch pride pan ferd he

Fram his ost, and fram his cite.

Wele hii deden no fe les,

He and Gii pat mijti wes,

& wip hem Herhaud of Arderne
;

To hem pai smite?2 swipe ^erne.^

c aasa. IT Wip pat com prikeing Tirri,

]?at gode kni3t was & hardi

;

To pe douk Segyn he smot,

& of his hors feld him fot hot

;

Ac pe donk anon vp stert,

As he pat was agremed in hert,

& out he drou3 his swerd of stiel,

& defended him swipe wel.

Whom pat he rau3t, ded he fel

;

Strong kni3t he was, hardi & snel.

J3er he defended him asperliche

;

JDe Almaunis him asayl hastiliche :

Y-loken he was hem aniidwerd,

To Viim pai launced hope spere and swerd.

In mani stede wounded is he
;

c. 3S6S. Wele he werpe him pei he sailed be.

hen Gij seye pe douke of fot,

For sorwe no wist he no hot ;

Wel hardiliche he smot a knijt,

Jjat ded he feld him anon ri3t.

His swerd of stiel he hap up pli3t,

& smot so anoper kni3t

])a,t asailed pe douke Segin,

)3at heued sone binam him,

& seppe he sett him his stede opon,

& fast hii asailed her foii

;

2375

2380

2385

2390

2395

w
2400

Turnb. p. 85,

1. 2177.

2405



CAIUS MS,] IS RESCUED BY GUT. 141

Segyn, Guy, and
Herhaud wrouglit

wonders.

With that come priking' Tirry, 2381

That good knyght was and hardy :

To the duke Segwyn) he smote, [p. 75]

That langestreighte he felled him fote hote

;

And the Duke anone vpsterte, 2385

As he that wrothe was in herte,

And smote ahoute with his swerde of stele,

And as a man defendeth him wele.

Segyn,

dismouiite<3 by
Tirri,

Tirry him assaiUeth sharply,

And the Almaignes forth-with him hastely

was pressed hard,

In many places wounded is he,

That aH-moste he weneth dede bee.

"Whan Guy sawe the Duke afote,

For sorowe ne wiste he noomaner bote :

There he smote to a knyght.

That dede he felled him anoon) riarht.

2395

but rescued by
Guy.

2400

The Duke he sette his stede vpon),

And gooth to assaille than theii^ foon).

Fro thense woH they neuere drawe,

Tin they the Almaignes haue slawe.

2405



142 THE EMPEROR ASSAULTS THE CITY [aUCHINLECK MS.

)5ennes nil hii newer gon

c. ssso. Er hii ban slawe mani on. 2410

H * Sir douk,' seyd Gyoun,

' Ynderstond to mi resoun :

To jje cite ojain we wil go,

Ful wele we may it now do

;

A fousand Jjer bejj of armed knijtes 2415

Jjat sone wi|? ous wil holde flutes
;

& we here lenger duelle

For foles we schullen ous telle.'

Into her cite fai ben y-gon,

Togider fai asembled hem ichon, 2420
1

1 on an erasure. & at fe alours Jiai ^ defended hem,

& abiden bataile of her fomen.

c. SS93. ^ "When pemperour y-herd fis,

J3at his sone y-nomen is,

WiJ) loude steuen fan bete he 2425

His folk asayl ]jat cite

WiJ) schot of bowe and alblast,

WiJ) swerdes, speres schete & cast,

WiJ? laddren steye, fat coujje best.

J3e cite to asail haue fai no rest, 2430

Tunib. p. 86, Wib stones & mangunels fast to cast

:

1.2203.
1 J. •

» MS. alto dant. ps fair wallcs al to-dast.^

MS. i20r. b. & hii wif-in fended hem wele apli3t,

& hii wijj-outen ^eld hem gret fijt

;

)5e Almayns fat ilke day fere 2435

Wif gret sorwe y-slawe were.

Strongliche fai asail fe cite,

Ac fat day nofing no spede?^ he
;

At euen fat wif-drou3 hem o^an.

V,. 58.311. bempej'our was ber-fore a sori ^ man, 2440
'MS.asoW

. ! r ,
* nomiau MS., ])at he no mijt * of fat cite spede,
not nought. -^ ^ ^ • n i

JNo awreken nim for no nede.

)?e cite ich day Avhat ni^t

)?ai asailed wif gret mi3t

;



CAIUS MS.] WITHOUT ANY SUCCESS. 143

The Almaignes on theim pwsewe so stronge,

That it endure they might not loDge. 2410

IR DUKE SecjWyri),' Seide GyOUn), At Guy's advioe
° "^ '

J ^
they retreated

'S-^' Vnderstonde to my reesoun)

:

To the Cite ayene y rede we goo,

For weli we may it nowe doo

;

For, and we here any lenger duelle,

For fooles we may oure-self telle

;

For they been) fourty ayenst vs oon).'

Withoute moo to the Citee they bee gooii), 2420 into the town.

And at aH honres defended theim,

And so refresshed theim-self and theii'' men).

Whanne the Emperour' herde this, [p. 761 The Emperor

That his sone so taken) is, army

With lowde steuene than cowmaunded he 2425

His folke in haste to assaille that Citee

With shotte of bowe and arblaste,

Witfi swerdes and speres shete and kaste ;
"ow assaulted the

city.

Bot they within defende theim a-right,

And they withoute yelde theim euere grete fight

:

Bot the Almaignes that daie there 2435

With grete sorowe sleyne were,

but it was well

defended.

And at Euen) they been) withdrawe :

The EmperoMr was sory in his sawe, 2440

That he ne mighte of the Citee spede,

N'e awreke him at his nede.

Bot for aH that the Citee euery day foiirtnyght The assault,

mi 11 -n • I- J-
though reper.ted

Iney dud assaille witn grete mygnt, every day,



144 SBGTN LEARNS FROM A SPY [aUCHINLECK MS.

Ac Jje douk, Gij, and Herhaud, 2445

Oft hem make]) mani asaut,

& miche of his folk jjari slou^ hii,

Wharfore he was in hert sori.

Lordinges, listenefi to me now !

Of a tresonn ichil telle 30U : 2450

It was opon a somers day,

Jjemperour hadde eten, so]j to say
;

1 jjo altered His huntes he of-sent ]>o,^
from so.

& seyd he wald on hunting go

Into ])e forest erlike, 2455

)?at fe douk Segyn nou3t no wite,

Turnb. p. 87, E"o his Icnijtes neue?' be mo.
1.2229. 1 . T 1

pat him herd a spie po,

}?at out of fat ost dede him fast,

c. 233©. To pe douke Segyn he com an hast. 2460

H j)e douke Segyn oxed him snelle

What newe tidinges he coufe telle :

2 fte omitted in ' Sir,' QUod [he ^1, ' herkeu to me :

MS.
Gode tidinges y telle fe,

J?at femperour, sikerhche, 2465

Wille huntte to morwe arliche

In his forest priueliche

"Wif litel folk & nou3t wif miche,

Wif also litel als he may.

Y no gabbe nou3t, for sofe to say.' 2470

)3an he hade seyde fus to Segyn,

• Bi Seyn Eicher ! leue frende mine,'

Seyd fe douke, ' and it so be,

An hundred bessau?zs 3if y Jse.'

)0e spie seyd, ' sofe y sigge : 2475

My bodi ferfore in ostage y legge.'

c. 8355. ^ Jjan ha]j Ipa douk y-cleped Gij,

& Herhaud of Arderne sikerlij,

Dan Belin, & dan Gauter,

& pe fridde dan Holdimer, 2480



OAIUS MS.] THAT THE EMPEROR IS GOING TO HUNT. 145

And tlie Duke, Guy, and heraude 2445 was unsuccessful.

Migfitly withstode their stronge assaute :

Moche folke of his slowen) they,

Wherfor* he was in herte sory. 2448

One day tlie

Emperor

determined to go
hunting next

morning.

informed Duke
Segyn of it.

Tlie Duke
told the news to

Guy, Herhaud,

BeUn, Gauter,

Holdiner and
Joeeran,

WARWICK. L



146 CxUY UNDERTAKES TO BRING [aUCHINLECK MS.

& Joceran fat was of Speyne

(Was non wiser in-to Almayne
Turnbuu p. 88, A gode consejl for to 3iue

;

}5er-fore he was michel to leue).

c. 33ei. « Lordinges,' he seyd, ' what rede 36, 2485

1 MS. tome Sejjpe fat ^e be sworn to me ^ 1

What is ous best for to done

Of our king Eeyner? telle me sone,'

Gij to him answerd snelle,

' J?e best rede ichil fe telle : 2490

Ejii3tes we schul han a fousinde,

& bi fe morwe, 3if we him finde,

Ichil him bidde wij) hert fre

j)at he wU acord wif fe,

& pat he cum wi]j pe at ete

;

2495

& 3if he seyj) ou3t wiJ) hete,

J?at he it wil gramit for no ping,

Hider we schul bring fe king,

& pou schalt here bileue now,

Opon fi lord go no schaltow ; 2500

j)i palays Jjou schalt grayfi,

& riche metes di3t redi.'

^e douk answerd anon ri3t

:

* So help me god, ful of mi3t,

Also pou wilt, Jjou schalt do.' 2505

Wi]j fat is Gij fennes y-go
;

In-to fe way he dede him anon

c. 3400. ]5er femperour schuld forf gon,

Tumbuii p. 89, JjemperouT bi fe morwe aros,

Into his forest he ridef & gos : 2510

A gret bore fai fou?zden, y-wis,

& hij -vncopled her houndis

;

1 Bchriiiet Hci homcs fai blewe loude & stUle,^

Her houndes vi'n wif gode wiUe.

U Jjemperour biheld sone wif fan 2515

"' MS. adiche Unto a dicho^ fat water in ran

;

V



0AIU8 MS.j THE EMPEROR INTO THE CITY 147

asking counsel.

Guy offered to

meet the Emperoi
in the forest with
a hundred
knights,

ask him to dine,

and at least

bring him into

the city.

The Duke readily

assented.

and Guy set out.

Next morning
the Emperor
repaired to the

forest.

A boar was
unsloughed.

Pursuing him.

L 2



148 GUY APPROACHES THE EMPEROR, [aUOHINLECK MS.

lie seyd, ' y-treyst we ben liere :

Sir Tirri, mi frende dere,

• MS. 3o» JS'o sestow houi pat ponder ride

Kiii3tes 1 fai ben of gret pride. 2520
MS. 120V. b. On ich halue bisett we be]),

Ms her nomt bot fe def,

Felawes Jjai be Jje douke Segyn,

Whom fat god 3if iuel fin !

Gij of "Warwike Jjer y sey, 2525

Y-armed on his stede an hey.'

' Sir emperour,' quod Tirri anon,

' For J)e rode loue fat god was on don,

Ich Jje bidde, hennes go now,

For godes loue no lenge bileue Jjou ! 2530

& ichil here bileuen ay,

& 3if ich Gij mete may,

c. 3436. WiJ) meschau?2ce y schal him gret,

& al his feren fat y mete.

Tumbuii p. 90, At ich be ded or nomen be 2535
1. 2307.

j3ou schalt passe al fis cuntre.'

Jpemperour seyd, ' for sofe, y nille :

2 TO in M'ijj altered Here ichil wij)^ 30U duelle.'
Irom 5.

Hastiliche fai armed hem anon,

& lepe her gode stedes opon. 2540

H Wif fat come Gij prikeinde,

& a smal tvige in his hond bereinde

Of oliue, in token of pais :

To femperour he grad as curteys,

& seyd, *god, fat aUe fing may se, 2545

c. a4:53. Sir emperour, so loke fe

jjiselue, & al fi meyne,

jjat in place wif fe be

!

j)e douke Segyn fe sent bi me

J?at trewfe & loue he wil to fe, 2550

& biddef fe als his lord dere,

Jjeselue, & alle fine fere.



CAIUS MS.] OLIVE BRANCH IN HAND, 149

they found
themselves

amicl armed men,

among whom
they recognized

Guy.

Tirri advised Hie

Emperor to

retreat,

but be refused.

Guy approaclied

with an olive

branch in liis

hand.

and in Segyn's
name,

invited the

Emperor
and his com-
panions



150 THE EMPEBOE ACCEPTS [aUCHINLECK MS.

1 o in Songrie

altered from u.

)3at wi|) ]je ben togider here,

J5at ^e come to Mm to fe dinere
;

And his gode cite he wU Jje 3elde 2555

Wijj al his castels he ha]) in welde

;

& jif he haue don 03ain skille,

He wUle amende it to fi wille.'

IT When femperour herd him speke so,

& so gret loue bede him to, 2560

Jje king of Hongrie^ he cleped Jjo,

And sir Tirri he dede also :

' Lordinges,' he seyd, ' what schal we do ?

c. s*as. Eede 3e pat we ]3ider go %

'

[A leaf lost : only
Jj

2565
the capital let-

ters of about a
Jf)

third of first

page, first col., *V

leftO

^
H
j)

2570

T

W

M
Y 2575

F

Y'i

C. »491.



CAIUS MS.] GUYS INVITATION. 151

to dine with the
Duke,
who was willing

to surrender.

w

[p. 77]

2570

HANNE the Emperowr herde him speke so, 2559

And so grete loue shewe him to, 2560

The king' of hungry he cleped him to,

And sir' Tirry of Gurmeyse also :

' Lordinges,' he seide, ' what shaH we doo 1

Eede ye that we thider goo 1

'

Than seide Terry to the Emperom''

:

' The Duke you dooth grete honour*,

Whan he his Citees and Castelh's echoone,

That stronge been) of lyme and stoone,

AH deliuere at thyn) owne wille

(Thanke thou owest him by reason) and skille),

And at thy wille his body doo.

Wende ye thider*, y rede you so

;

For, if he doo as thise men) haue highte.

More "Worship the doo he ne mighte

;

For with strength thou getest this profre neuere, 2575

With aH: the power* that thou kan) keuer.'

' I woU,' quoth the Emperowr, * that it so bee,

Bot that y him nought see,

Till y haue counsaiUed me

With my barons that in their* hostage bee.'

With that they gynne for to wende.

And of accorde speke the knight/s hende.

To Ransone they bee come.

And richely there they bee vnder-noome

;

And Guy him dresseth with aH his might

WeH: to serue bothe baron) and knight

:

Thei* was yoman) ne swayne noon),

Bot Guy theim yiftes yaue good woon).

The Emperor
asked his men's
advice.

2565 On Tirri's repre-

sentation,

the Emperor
accepted the

invitation.

2580

At Arascoun

2585 they were servei

very well.



152 SEQYN'S PEISONERS promise [aUCHINLECK MS.

C. 2909.

c. »»»»,



CAIUS MS.] TO INTERCEDE FOR HIM WITH THE EMPEROR. 153

Whan it was nyghte, to bedde they goo,

And erly arise withoute moo.

To the Chirche the Empero^a- is goo,

For to here his masse tho.

His eerles and barons aboute him gan stonde,

That were of many dyuerse londe

;

And the Duke there was nought,

For the Emperowr hym hated in his thought.

The same daye tymely [p. 78]

The Duke aroosse fuH eerly :

Eewthfully he dighte him there

In his sherte allone with open) heere :

A stronge roope he toke thoo,

And aboute his nekke he gan) it doo.

Than to his prisouners he is goon),

And theim dootfi reson) oon by oon)

:

* Lordinges, barouns, y bidde you,

That ye woH prey for me now

To our' lorde, so weH ye may,

That he me foryiue this same day

His wrathe and his male-talent.'

And aR they him grarmte with oon) assent.

Than he threwe his manteH of

:

Many man had grate rewthe therof.

In his sherte he stode allone :

For him was made mikeH mone.

To the Emperour* he gootH soo,

An Olyue boughwe in his handes twoo,

That pees shuld beetoken) betwene theim,

AH weping his way fortfi he dotB kenne.

Thurgh the strete barefote he gooth

And barahede in his sherte forsoth

Wit6 a roope aboute his swere :

Many man) behelde him there.

Erles and Dukes of grate valour'

For him they preide to the EmperoMr :

2590 The next morn-
ing the Emperor
went to church.

2595

The Duke

2600

asked his

prisoners

2605

to intercede for

him with the

Emperor,

2610 vvhichthey

promised to do.

In his shirt,

2615

barefooted

2620 and bareheaded,

with a rope round
his neck, he went
towards the

church.



154 SEQYN, SECONDED BY HIS PRISONERS, [aUCHINLECK MS.

€. 2539.

C. SS61.

C. 25ev.



CAIUS MS.] ASKS THE emperor's MERCY. 155

On their' knees vpon) the stoon) 2625
For him they besoughte euerychoon),

That he wolde haue mercy of Segwyn) [p. 79]
For goddis loue and seynte Martyn).

Wita that is Segwyn) to the Chirche come,

On his knees he felle fuH sone : 2630
Of the Emperour' he besoughte mercy
For goddis loue and oure Lady.

SIR Emperour,' seide Segwyn),

' This daie is come ending* myn),

Bot thou haue mercy on me. 2635
At thy wille it shal bee.

No lenger y ne woH thy wrath dryue,

While y am man) a-lyue,

Bot oute of this londe y shaH goo,

And neuere ayene to come moo. 2640
Here my swerde, thou take it.

And myn) hede of thou smyte,

Or what thy wille is, doo by me
(Myn) owne Lorde, y woH it so bee)

For the folie that y dude, 2645
Whan y slowe thy neuiew in that stede.'

Than bespake the Emperoures soiie

To his fader and seide :
' sir, of yowr benesoiie,

Segwyn) is a noble baroun).

Holden) he hath vs in prisoun)

:

2650
To vs he hath bee fuH kynde,

And to you herafteri may bee weH helping.

Bot thou foryiue him thy wrath swithe.

Of me thou shalt neuere bee blithe.'

Than seide the Duke Eeyner fuH sone : 2655
' Sir Segwyn) is a noble baron).

Sithe he obeyeth him to thy wille, [p. 80]
Foryiue him thy wrathe, and that is skills,

Of thy neuyew, that he slow by cas

;

For in his defence, by god, it was. 2660

Segyn asked the

Emperor's
mercy

:

he would ratlier

die tliati endure
tlie Emperor's
wrath any longer

for having killed

his nephew.

The Emperor's
son seconded

Segyn's en-

treaties.

1 MS. apparently

heraftis.

Duke Reyner
protested that

Segyn slew the

Emperor's
nephew in his

own defence.



156 GUY OF WARWICK AND TIRRI OF GORMOISE [aUOHINLECK MS,

C. »S«9.

C. «S99.

C. S99V.

0. 260V.



CAIUS MS.] ALSO INTERCEDE FOR SEGTTf, 157

a sworn brother

of the Dake'a,

even threatened

to make war upon
the Emperor if he

should refuse to

pardon Segyn.

After him came
the Emperor's

Steward,

And if any woH contrary that y-sey,

Before you to preoue it my gloue y woU ley.

And bot if thou haue of him mercj,

Euer here-after y shalbee thyn) enmy.'

Than) come forthe sir* Gaudemer*, 2665 Gandiner,

And thus to the Emperour" he spake there :

* Sir, y loue the Duke ouere aH; thing*
;

For he vs hath doo grete worshipping*,

And sworne brethern) we bee two :

And thou hense forewards him mysdoo, 2670

AH my people y shaH: forsende,

And in-to Coloigne y shaH wende :

Thy CasteU^s and Citees, that been) so stronge,

Destroys y shaH for thy wronge.

Bot thou mercy of him haue nowe, 2675

AH this y shatt ayenst thy prows.'

With that come the Styward forthe :

' Sir, the Duke is moche worthe,

And grete worship he hath vs doo

(Issuers mors yst come vs vnto), 2680

Whan he in bataille vs hath nome,

And you hath thus doo hider come.

Bot thou of him haue ths rathsr mercy,

Euere of me heraft^r thou shalt failly.'

With that Cometh forth Guy

Of Warrewik, ths Knyght hardy :

' Sir, for goddw Loue y bidde the, [p. 81]

On this Duke thou haue mercy and pitee.

And with that y shatt your man becoms

To serus ths. Lords, ali and some.' 2690

Tirry is than) forths come, and even Tirri.

Of Gormeyss Aubriss sons :

' Sir, on this Duke ye must haus mercy

For lous of thise good men), that stonde you by,

Yf thou haue losts thurgh him 2695

Sadok the hende, that was thy kyn).

2685 then Guy of

Warwick,



158 THE EMPEROR FORGIVES SEQYN, [aUCHINLECK MS.

c. sei3.

MS. foi. i2ir. a. ' SiT emperour, wat hastow do 1

C. 3033. ^ . \ , .

Is pe acord made Ditven 3011 to ?

Astow f»e douke Segyn y-kist,

J3e strong traitour & vnwrest ] 2720

& ha]) for-^if al in loue

Sadok dej), fi suster sone 1

J3at fe wil dred, say me on

;

})e misdo jjai willen ichon

;

Wien her wretjje and her gilt 2725

So li3tliche for-jif fon wilt,

Hennes forward wil Jie dred non,

Schame anou^ Jjai wil Jje don

;

& 3if J)on haddest pe douk anhong,

»MS. jc« In Jji lond men wold ^ fe dred strong, 2730

& fan after-ward fe treytour Gij,

}?at neuer dede ous hot vilayni.



CAIUS MS.] MUCH TO DUKE OTOUS VEXATION. 159

In his stede y shaH bee,

And with aH my might serue the.

Therfoi' at an ende y beseche the,

Foryiue him your wraths with herte free.

And bot ye wott that doc,

Beleue it weH withonte wordes moo.'

'

So longe they haue the Emperowr bede,

That he is agreable to their rede.

To theim he seith with herte free :

' Lordes, barons, herken to me.

!N"ow ye aH haue bidden so,

For your loue y shaH; thus doo,

And for sir* Guy, that is englissh,

That so good knyght and curteys is :

AH my wrathe y foryiue him

For loue of the soules of my kynn).

And for y him so mylde see.

Vnderstonde nowe and herken) to me :

For he me crieth mercy withoute pride,

Mercy he shaH haue to his mede.'

lAfew lines lost — C 2625—2632.]

2700

2715

[1 Two lines, at

least, lost.]

At last the

Emperor yielded

to their entreaties.

2705

2710

seeing Segyn so

humble.

But Duke Otoun
blamed the

Emperor's lenity.



160 SEGYN IS WEDDED TO ERXEBORWE, [aUCHINLECK MS.

Ac now fai worjj wijj pe priue,

& better fan alle we,

Tun.bniip.92, & topen al J)is, 3if Gij wer ded, 2735

"We mitten liane fe lesse dred.'

c. a©45. ^"|rT"lien Gij herd Otus speke so,

T Als a wilde bore he lepe him to :

* Oius !
' qua]) Gij, ' fou schalt daye,

When Jjou of tresoun clepes ous baye, 2740

Bofe Segyn & eke me ;

j3ou it schal abie, bi mi lente !

'

Him he smot wij? his fest

« aiin on an Amide the teb, rijt al in^ ernest.
erasure.

_ h j e
Ac fe barouns bitvene hem go]?, 2745

& Jjemperour swore his oj),

3if ani fer were so hardy

|3at dede ofer schame ofer vilanie,

» a letter erased Bren men him scholde, oper to-hewe,^

3 to-drawe? Oj^sr al to-hewe^ at wordes fewe. 2750

J3an dof Jjai crie furch fe cuntraye,

)3at of fo wordes no man schuld saye

;

' & 3if Jjer dojj, wif-outen no,

Hond o]>er fot he schal for-go,'

c. S6V5. ^ Than seyd femperour on fis maner 2755

To }3e douke Segyn oforn hem fer :

' Sir douke, ichil loue Jje :

Wiif J)ou schalt haue bi me.

A feir soster ich haue in mi hour

Ichil fe 3if,' qua]) ])empe?'our

:

2760

MS. i2ir. b. ; ' Emeborwe hat ])at may.'

1. 2385, ' Anon he hir spoused pat day.

J5e bridale was holden wif game, y pli3t.

Neuer ^et nas non fairer in si^t.

He loued hir, & worp-schiped swipe

:

2765

To his cite he ladde hir si])e,

He and Ernneborwe his leuedi

« MS. loiormi} Jjer hii wold soiornij.'*



CAIUS MS.] THE EMPERORS SISTER. 161

Guy, in wrath,

challenged Otoun

;

but the Emperor,

on pain of death,

forbade the fight.

THANNE seide the Emperowr anone [p. 82] 2755

To the Duke Segwyn), as ye may here echon :

' Sir Duke, y shaH loue the :

Wif thou shalt haue thurgh me

A faire Suster y haue in my houre :

I shaH hir yiue the to paramoure.' 2760

Emeborugh highte that faire may :

Anone he spoused theim that same day.

The brideale was holde with game and pley,

And therof had a ioyefuH day.

He loued hir, and worshipped swithe : 2765

To Bornewik he ledde hir blithe,

He and Erneborgh his wif gentiH

There they wolde soiowrne a whiH.
WARWICK. M

Segyn was
wedded to the

Emperor's sister.

Emeborwe.



162 GUY FOLLOWS THE EMPEROR [aUCHINLECK MS.

Anon after jje tende day

Of her soioum, sofe to say, 2770

c. SG85. ^ Gij is to J)e douke y-go,

& at him asked lene Jjo :

' Sir douk,' he seyd, ' gon ich-ille,

In j)is cuntre hUeue y nille.

In wer ich haue serued ))e : 2775

3if jjou haue euer eft nede to me,

After me
J)
on sende sikerliche,

& ich com to Jie hastUiche.'

' Sir,' quaf Jje douk, ' gramerci

!

5ete haue y nou3t serued pe, sir Gij, 2780

Here, ich bid Jje, bileue wi|) me :

Half mine castels, & half mi cite,

J3e worjischip of Lowayn halue?z-del,

Ich it fe grannt, Gij, fair & wel.'

Gij tok his leue ; oway went he : 2785

c. 3««©. })e douke wepe sore, & hadde pite.

Tuinbuu p. 94, Jjempcrour fat was so fre,

Wi]3 him Gij pan ladde he
;

Castels him bede, & cites,

Gret worjjschip, & riche fes, 2790

Ac he Jjerof nold afo,

For noping fat he mijt do.

To Almayn went ben he.

To Espire pat riche cite.

IT Jjemperour worpschiped Gij pe fre

;

2795

A whUe wij) him bileft he.

To pleyn hem pai went bi riuer

J?at of wilde foule ful were

;

To her wUle an hunting hij gos,

To chace pe hert & pe ros, 2800

On a day as he cam fram hunting

A dromond he seye ariueing.

J?ider-ward sir Gij is y-gon,

& gret pe marchandes euericlion.



CAIUS MS.] TO THE CITY OF SPIRES. 163

And after the twentitfi day

Of his soiournjng, the sothe to say, 2770

Guy is to the Duke goo,

And asked him leue thoo.

' Sir Duke,' he seide, ' goo y shaH

In-to my Contrey withoute lenger taryng at ail.

In thy werre y haue serued the, 2775

And yf thou haue any thing* to doo with me,

After me thou sende hardily.

And y shall come right hastely.'

' Sir,' seide the duke, ' graunt mercy !

I haue it not deserued to the, sir Guy. 2780

Abide heer, and duelle with me :

Half my castelk's thou shaH haue and Citee.'

Guy took his leave

of Segyn,

who in vain tried

to detain him.

Guy toke his leue, and forthe wente he

The Duke wepte sore for pitee.

The Emperowr also wente his wey.

And Guy with him, the sothe to sey.

Castelk's were boden him, and Citees,

Riche worship, and grete fees,

And he therof wolde noon).

For noo thing* they kouthe doon)
;

2785

[p. 83] Guy followed the

Emperor

2790

to Spires.

Staying there.

Bot at theii'' wille an huntyng* they goo

In euery mane?-e Guy solace for to doo.

ON A DATE as Guy come fro dere sheting*

By a cooste he sawe a shippe aryving*.

Thiderwardes he is goon :

Faire he grette the maryners echooii).

2800

Guy one day,

returning from
hunting.

H 2



1C4 GUY LEARNS PROM GREEK MERCHANTS [aUCHINLECK MS.

MS. foi. i2iv. a. < Lordinges, \vlie?mes com 30, 2805

Jjat in Jjis riuer ariued be 1

Bi 30ur semblant y se, y-wisse,

Jjat 36 ledde gret richesse.'

Among hem alls ])er spac on,

J?at coujjB speke for hem eue?-ichon : 2810

* Fram Costentine fe noble y-comen we be :

Lond of peys fan seche we.

Tuinbuup. 95, Mai'chandes we ben of bat lond,
1.2487.

.

'

& out y-driuen wif michel wrong :

Out of Coyne Jje riche soudan, 2815

So prout he is, & of so gret boban,

J3at wij) .XV. hefen kinges,

& Jjritti emeraus, wif-outere lesinges,

^ In Costentyn fe noble emperour Ernis

pai han strongliche bisett, y-wis. 2820

Castel no cite nis him non bileued,

Jpat altogider fai han to-dreued,

& for-brant, & strued, y-wis.

Into Costentyn flowen he is
;

\)ev he werj) him 03aines his fon, 2825

Jjat seche]) on him for to slon.

Jjritti mile men may riden & gon,

Ne schal men finde man non

;

& we ben aschaped viinefe,

J?at we no were to-hewen to depe. 2830

Y-comen we ben into pis cuntie :

Fowe & griis anou3 lade we,

Gold and siluer, & riche stones,

Jpat vertu here mani for fe nones,

Gode clojjes of sikelatoun & Alisa«mdrinis, 2835

Peloure of Matre, & pu[r]per & biis,

To 30ur wille as 3e may se

;

Swiche be fe tidinges of fat cuntre.'

Gij answerd, ' mi frende fre,

For 30ur tidinges blisced 3e be ! 2840



CAIUS MS.] THAT CONSTANTINOPLE IS BESIEGED. 165

* Lordmg^'s,' he seide, ' of whense come ye,

That in this contree thus arriued bee ?

By your" semblant y see, y-wis,

That ye lede grete richesse.'

Amonges theim aH: ther' spake oorD,

That wett kouthe speke for theim, anoon)

:

' Fro Constantyn)-noble come bee we,

Londe of pees to seche, in verite.

Ma^chant^'5 we been) of that lande.

And oute driuen) with stronge hande

;

For of Coyne the riche sowdan)

(Proude he is, and of grete boban)),

He hath with him fiftene kynges,

And .XXX." admiralKs, withoute lesinges.

In-to Constantyn-noble the Empero?ir floAven) is,

And they haue him beseged, y-wys.

There is him lefte noon other Citee,

Bot aH haue destroied withoute pitee.

2805

2810

learned from
Greek merchants

2815 that the Soudan

had besiefjed the

Emperor Eniis, in

2b20 Constantinople,

after devastating

all Greece.

Fro thense we might eskape vnnethe,

Bot were weH nyghe broughte to dethe.

Come we bee thus in-to this contree :

Voir' and grys enough lede we,

Golde and siluer and riche stones,

That vertues bereth for the nones.

[p. 84]

2830

They had escaped

witli ditfitiUty.

Suche bee the tidingw of that contree.'

Than answerd Guy :
' my frend/s free. Guy,



166 GUY, WITH 100 KNIGHTS, [aUCHINLECK MS.

God, for his name seuene,

He bring 3011 to gode henene !

'

When J)e marchauwdes hadde seyd as y say,

Gij bitau3t hem god & gode day.^

Vnto his in he is y-go, 2845

And Herhaud he cleped anon him to.

' Herhaud, mi frende, wille we gon ?

At pempe?*oiir take we leue anon.

MS. 121V. b. Into Costentyn-noble ichil go

To help femperour of his wo : 2850

)?at wijj fe sondan biseged is he,

So siggejj men of fat cuntre

;

Jjat lond destrud & men aqneld,

& cristendom fai han michel afeld.'

Herhaud answerd, ' y gramit it be : 2855

Miche worjjschipe it worjj to fe.'

At femperour Ipsa toke leue to go,

& he hem grau?ited vnnejje Jjo

;

Anou3 he bedej) hem castels & tours,

Eiche cites, halles, & hours. 2860

Sir Gij toke an hundred of his kni3tes,

Strongest and best in fi3tes,

Jjat he mi3t in Ahnayne finde,

Mest y-preised & best doinde.

Turnbuu p. 97, ISTow bai ben to schippe y-went

:

2865
1. 24S9. -^

.

XI J

Gode winde god haf hem lent.

To Costentyn-noble fai ben y-come,

& in })e cite her in y-nome.

Ac when Jiemperour wist atte frome

jjat Gij of Warwike was y-come, 2870

Tvay erls he dede after him go,

& loueliche he bad hem com liiw to.

& sir Gij him goj? to Jjemperour fre :

* Welcome, sir Gij,' fan seyd he.

* Of fine help gret nede haue we. 2875

Michel ich haue herd speke of f e.



CAIU8 MS.] GOES TO HELP THE GREEK KMPBROR. 167

God, for his names seuen),

Bringe you sone to good liaiien).'

'hanne the jaerchauutis had tolde as y you sey,

Guy betaughte theim god and good day.

To his ynne he is goo,

Heraude of Arderri) he cleped him to.

* Heraude,' he seide, ' woH we goon

At the Emperozf*' to take oui-' leeue anoon 1

In-to Constantynl-noble woH we goo

To helpe the Emperozfr oute of woo :

That with a Sowdan) beseged is he,

So telleth nie men) of tliat contree.'

2845

by the advice of

Herhaud,

28t)0 determined to

help the Eastern

Emperor,

Heraude answerd, ' y grceunte it so bee :

Grete worship it may tourne the.'

At the EmperoMr he toke leeue to gno,

And he him graunted vnnethe tho.

2855

and took leave of

tlie Western one.

Than toke Guy an hundred knightes

Of the stalworthest and best in fightes

That he might in Almaigne fynde,

And most preised and best doyng-*.

Anone they bee to shippe wente :

Good wynde god hath theim senle.

To Constantyn)-noble they bee come,

And, whan the Emperowr wiste that anooiie,

That Guy of Warrewik with his compaignye

Was logged in his Citee,

Two erles he did for him goo,

That he wolde come him to.

And Guy him gootfi to the Emperowr free :

' Welcome, sir Guy,' than seide he.

' To thy helpe grete nede haue we.

Moche y haue herde speke of the.

The arrival of

Guy with 100

kniijlits

[p. 8.5] 28G5

at Coustantinoijle

2870

was heartily

welcomed by tlie

2875 Emperor,



168 THE GREEK EMPEROB OFFERS GUY [aUCHINLECK MS.

' MS. aside

2 originally Jjaj

]pai, but the

second pai
crossed out.

3 MS./eyir with
tlie i underdotted.

TunibuU p. 98.

1. 2515.

MS. fol. 122r. a.

C. 2924.

Mine men ben sleyn in fis tide,

& mi lond destrud in ich. a side :
^

Al bot J)is ich. selue cite

Destrud & brent hauen he.

Fourti pousand Jjai^ slowe on a day

Of mine men, as icb. 30U telle may.

Mine men pai slowe, mi sone also,

Wharfore, leue frende, y bede fe to,

3if J30U mi3t me of hem wreke,

& Jje felouns out of mi lond do reke,

Mine feyr^ doubter Jjou schalt habbe,

& half mi lond, wijj-outen gabbe.'

Jjan answerd anon sir Gij,

' Sir,' he seyd, ' gramercij !

& y Jje sigge, bi mi leute,

J3at treweUche ichil serue fe

Al fe while fat ich wij? fe be :

pBToi, sir, J)ou mi3t leue me.'

At Jjemperour he toke leue anon,

Vnto his in he gan to gon.

Noyse & cri he herd in Jjat cite :

He gan oxy what it mi^t be.

He hem oxed what it were,

& what was al pat noise fere.

So mani kni3tes he seye to armes go,

So mani seriau?zce steye to kernels fo.

* Sir,' quajj a burieys, ' bi seyn Martin,

It be]) fe lifer Sarrazin :

It is fe amiral Costdram,

j)e nevou of fe riche soudan.

S'o strong he is, & of so gret mi3t.

In world y wene no better kni3t

;

For fer nis man no kni3t non

]pat wif wretfe dar loken him on.

His armes alle avenimed bef :

J?at venim is strong so J?e def :

2880

2885

2890

2895

2900

2905

2910



CAIU8 MS.] THE HAND OF HIS DAUGHTER, 169

Thise Saresyns haue my men quelled,

And att this londe made bare felde,

AH hot this oon) Citee

Destroied and brent, y telle the. 2880

Fourty they slowe vpori) a day

Of my meii), the sothe to sey.

My men) they slowe and my soiie also,

Wherfor', leef frende, y pray the to,

That thou woldest me vpon) theim "wreke, 2885

And the theeues oute of my londe reke :

My faire doughter thou shalt haue

With half my londe by the lawe.'

Than answerd him sir Guy,

And seide :
* sir', graunt mercy !

'

2890

who oflfered Guy

the hand of his

daughter.

At the Emperowr he toke his leeue anoon), 2895

And to his Inne he is goou).

Grete noyse and crye they herde in the Citee : Guy very oooa

Guy anone asked what that might bee.

So many knyghtes he sawe to armes goo, [p. 86] learned that the

And as many sergeant^« renne to corners thoo,

' Sir,' quoth a burgeis, ' by seynt Martyn),

It is the wicked hooste of Sarasyn :

It is the AdmiraH Cosdram, 2905 Emir Costdram,

The neuyew of the riche Sowdan.

the strongest of

the enemies, was
before the city

There nys man) ne knyght noon)

That in wrath darre loke him vpon).

His armes aH venymed bee :

That venym is deth, truly.

2910



170 GUY KILLS EMIR COSTDRAM, [aUCHINLECK MS.

TurnbuU p. 99,

I. 2511.

s was at end of

line ill MS.

* cleualrie MS.

1 MS. is In fis world nis ^ man pat he take nii3b

MS. omits ne Jjat 1)6 ne^ scliuld dye anon rijt,

)3at ojper day he dede ons sorwe anouj

Of f)empe?'onr sone fat he SI0U3,

J3at was^ so gode and stalwor]) kni^t,

J3at opon hem had ^euen mani fi^t.

In Jjis cite so gode kni^t was non,

)3at with wretfe durst loke him on.

Comen he is wip grete cheualrie.*

& wijj him pe riche king of Turkye

Wi]3 an hundred Turkes strong

;

Eejj non better in non lond.'

IF & when sir Gij herd fis

J3at his ost seyd to him, y-wis,

To liis felawes he seyd anon,

c. 3S3e. ' To armes,' he seyd, ' eue?'ichon !

])e Sarrazins we willen agast.

For godes loue, smite]) on fast
!

'

Hastiliche y-armed hij hep,

Opon her stedes as foule pai fle|j.

For]) pai went & on hem smite

Wi]) her swerdes fat wil Avel bite.

Gij to pe amiral smot so,

Scheld no hauberk nas him wor]) a slo :

}5urch pe body he 3af him wounde,

& dede he feld him on pe grounde.

Sir Gij his gode swerd out drou3,

Jpat heued fram pe bodi he slouj.

To ])emperour he it hap y-sent,

})at wel glad was of pat present.

IF Herhaud smot pe king of Turkie

(Was non feller into^ Surrie)

:

)3urch pe bodi he him smot,

Ded he feld him doun fot hot.

"Wip pat com Tebaud prikeiude,

In FrazMice y-bore, a kni3t wel kinds

:

MS. fol. 122r. b.

TurnbuU p. 100,

1. 2567.

5 nto MS.

2915

2920

2925

2930

2935

2940

2945



CAIUS MS.] HERAUD KILLS THE KING OF TURKEY. 171

111 the worlde uys man, and he hym take migfit,

That he ne shulde dye anone right.

Come he is with his Chiuabye, with a great

And with him the riche king* of Turkye

With an hundred turkes iu fighte stronge :

Ther* been) noon) better in noo londe.'

SSONE AS Guy hath herde 2925

Wliat his hooste to him seide,

To his felawes he seide anone,

' To armes swithe eue?'ichone ! Guy and his men

The sarasyns we woU agaste.

For goddz's loue, smyte faste.' 2930

immediately
sallied out.

Guy to the AdmiraH smote so, 2935 Guy

That shelde ne hauberk aduailled him not a sloo :

Thurgh the body he gaue him a wounde, bereft the Emir

That dede he felle anone to grounde.

Guy his swerde anone to him drowe,

That the heuede fro the body flowe. 2940 of Ws head,

To the Emperowr he hath it sente, which he sent to

m rnii f 1
the Emperor.

That full glad was of that presente.

Heraude smote the king* of Turkye [p. 87] HerUaud,

(Ther' was noon feller in aft Surrye)

:

Thurgh-oute the body he him smote, 2945

That dede he felle to the grounde fote hote.

With that come Thebaude priking^, Tebaud,

In fraunce borne, a knyght fuH kynde :



172 SEVERAL OTHER SARACENS ARE SLAIN, [aUCHINLBCK MS.

Wijj swiche streng]je he smot Helmadan,

Al was nou3t worp he hadde opan. 2950

Jjurch his bodi Jje lauwce glod

;

Ded he fel wijj-outen a-bod.

Gauter come prikeing anon ri^t,

Of Almayne a wel gode kni3t.

Hetehche he smot Redmadan 2955

c. 3936. 0e no haue herd speke of no swiche man) :

j)e bodi atvo he haj) to-deled,

J3at he fel doun in fe feld.

"WiJj fat come sir Morgadour,

Jjat was steward wip femperour. 2960

Knijt he was gode & hardi,

Ac traitour he was, ful of envie.

He smot vnto a Sarrazin,

No halp him noujt his Apolin.

Kow pai smitte togider comonliche, 2965

& fi^t fai agin ardiliche.

]?er men mi3t se Gij smite,

& fe Sarrazins heuedes of strike.

Turnbuu p. 101, & wib him Herhaud also :

1. 2593,

Bofe fai strengjjed hem wele to do. 2970

j)e Sarrazins fai strengjjed hem for to sle,

To-hewen, & iuel to bise.

jie Sarrazins hem 3eld gret fi3t.

For strong fai ben, & of gret mi3t.

WiJ) fat come Esclandar prikeinde, 2975

A Sarrazin & of foule kinde,

J3e kinges sone of Birrie,

Strong he was for fe maistrie.

Dan Tebaud he felled J^o,

}?urch fe bodi he dede fe launce go

;

2980

MS. i22v. a. & sejjfe he slou3 a Freyns kni3t,

In Bleyues he was born ari3t.

Romirauwt com forjj snelle,

A Sarrazin a strong wij) elle,



CAIUa MS.] BUT THE CHRISTIANS ALSO LOSE SOME MElV. 173

Witii suclie strength he smote Elmadaii),

That him aduailled noo thinff" he had on). 2950

Gauter* come priking* anone with that,

Of Almaigne a good knyght of astat.

He began) to smyte to Amodan

(Thou hast not herde of a feller man))

:

His body in two he hath clefte,

And dede in the felde it hath lefts.

With that come forth Morgadour'

:

Styward he was with the Emperowr.

Knyght he was good and hardy,

And traytour* he was, and fuH of enuy.

He gan to smyte to a sarasyn),

That noo-thing' him helped Appolyn).

Than they smyte to-gider manly,

The hataille they begynne biggely.

There men) might see Guy smyte

The sarasyns heedes of at a strike,

And with him heraude also :

Bothe they strength theim weH to doo.

The sarasyns theim yiue grete fighte,

For stronge they bee, and of grete mighte.

With that come Escladar priking^,

A Sarasyn) he was of bigge making*.

Ganter,

2955

Morgadour,

2960

2965 aH distinguisheiJ

themselves.

2970

But the Saracens

rallied

:

2975 Esklandar
slew lebaud.

Romiraunt



174 HERHAUD IS IN GREAT DANGER, [aUCHINLECK MS.

Y-slawe he hap dan Guinman, 2985

A strong kni3t he was & an Aleman.

Wij) pat come for]) an amireld,

A Sarrazin of wicked erd,

Dan Gauter he hap y-slawe,

& gode GUmin his felawe. 2990

When Herhaud pat of-seye po,

In his hert him was ful wo

;

An amiral he smot so,

1 MS. anhast Ded he feld hiin an hast^ po,

i-umbnii p. 102, & mani anoper he hap aqueld, 2995

& adonn feld in pe feld.

Sone so Esclandar y-seye pis,

To awreke pe amiral lef hi??z is.

To Herhand he smot heteliche,

& he hivi mett hardUiche

;

3000

Heteliche pai smiten togider po,

)?at of her hors pai fellen bo.

Seppen pai drou3 her hrondes of stiel,

& smiten togider hard & wel,

To-hewe hauberk & scheldes also, 3005

Gode bodis pai ben hope to.

Of her helmes pe flours gan fle,

So heteliche togider smiten he.

Herhaud gop him driueand fast,

c. 300®. His heued to smiten of on hast. 3010

Ac so gret socour him com per,

An hundred Turkes & her pouer

;

Herhaud pai gin alle asaile,

& neye hadde slain him in ])at bataUe,

2 G;>- added over jv^q hadde Gij ^ pat y-seye, pat was sorij
;

3015

Hastiliche he com hwi to socourey.

His gode brond pan drouj he,

\)e heued of a Sarrazin he dede of fle,

& anoper he dede also

;

Jpe pridde to dep he dede do. 3020



CAIUS MS.] BUT GUY SUCCEEDS IN RESCUING HIM. 175

slew Guinmiin.

Thus thise sarasyns witB grete pride [p. 88]

Many cristen knyg&tes to detB they leye aside.

Whanne heraude hath that seyh),

Therof he was noo-thing fayn).

To Amylorde he smote so,

That dede he felle to grounde tho.

2990

slew Gauter and
Gilmin.

Herhaud

slew an Emir,

WharO Escladar sawe this,

To awxeke Amylorde leef hhn) is.

To heraude he smote hertly,

And he him mette boldely.

but was violently

assailed by
Esclandar

3000

and others.

So egre was heraude to slee Eskladai'',

That, or he was any-thing* wai-*.

An hundred turkes thei"* were come,

And heraude all-most they had nome.

3010

Whan Guy sawe that, he was sory

:

Hastly he gooth him to socour truly.

His good bronde ia honde helde he

:

The hede of a Sarasyn) he dud of flee.

3015 but Guy came
to his aid.



176 THE SARACENS ARE VANQUISHED [aUCHINLECK MS.

MS. 122v. b.

* MS. inaiper

TurnbiiU p. 108, Heiliaud he socourd in bat nede,
1. 2045.

& dede him lepe opon his stede.

})e Sarrazins anon gun pai mete,

Mani on Jier her liif pal lete,

Mani on per dyed in aifer* side, 3025

Ac fe Sarrazins wers gan bi-tide.

Sir Gij & alle his feren,

jpe Griffouns pat gode weren,

Han ouer-comen & aqueld

;

To-hewen pai leyen in the feld. 3030

Toward her ost Jiai ben fleinge,

& Gij hem after fast folweinge

;

Ar hij fe doun were ovLer gon,

Y-slawe hij ben & to-hewen ichon.

Esclandar is oway fleinde, 3035

Ouer pe dounes fast erninde,

" MS. alto iroTcen & al to-broken^ his scheld is,

c. 303©. His helme al to-dassched^, y-wis.

lialscled Gij it of-]50Ti3t when he it seye,

j)at he so li3teliche oway fleye : 3040

' Esclandar,' seyd Gij, ' wende 03ain to me,

& forsofe al siker pou be

;

Drede Jie of no nojjer Jjan of me,

Ones to iusti ich oxi of fe.'

Esclandar seyd, ' artow Gij t 3045

Ich ]>e defende sikerly.

Bi Mahoun pat ich leue opon,

Neuer no schal ich oway gon,

'No neuer schal y blipe be,

Til ich pat heued binim pe

;

3050

Bihoten ich it haue a maide?^ of pns,

pe sondans doubter pat wel fair is.'

c. 3943. Her steden pai turned snelle,

& to-gider pai smite?^ wip gode wille

;

Esclandar first smot Gij 3055

))urch pe scheld as knijt hardi
;

TumbuU p. 104,

1. 2671.



CAIUS MS.] ESCLANDAR WANTS GUY S HEAD. 177

Heraude he socouretfi AveH in that nede,

And made him worthe vpon) his stede.

Than Guy and heraude bothe in fere

With their" felawes, that good were,

Haue discomfited and quelled

And the sarasyiis hewen) in the feeld.

Many were slain,

but the Snracens

had the worse.

3030

The Saracens fled.

Guy, pursuing

them,

called upon

Esclandar, to

turn and joUBt

with him.

He answered that

he would have

Guy's head for

the Soudan's

daughter.

WARWICK.



178 GUT WOUNDS ESCLANDAR. [aUCHINLECK MS.

Gij smot him anon ri3t,

Scheld no hauberk halp him no wi^t
;

He smot him furch at pat chaunce

}3urch J)e bodi wijj his launce. 3060

Esclandar fleye forjj a wel gode pas,

Sir Gij of-toke him nou^t, Jjeyfor wo him was

;

To his felawes he is y-go,

Ei^t to fe cite he jede him jjo.

)3e Sarrazins were ouer-come, 3065

Jjerfore pai were blife, all and some.

Jjemperour of-sent Gij him to,

& miche honour he hap him do.

MS. foi. i23r. a. ' Gij,' quaj) he, ' Jjou art me dere,

Jjou schalt bileue wi)) me here : 3070

Mi feir doubter, fat is of Tpris,

Ichil pe 3iue to spouse y-wis

;

Turnbuii, p. 105, ]0ou schalt ben emperour after me,
1.2697.

, T . n -.

pou art a knijt of gret bounte.

Al jjo pat ben to me serueinde, 3075

Ichil pai be to pe boweinde.

'

* Gramerci,' seyd sir Gij anon

;

' A fair 3ift is fis now on.'

J?e steward come for]? bliue.

More treytour nas non oliue

;

3080

His name was boten Morgadour,

God ^if him euel auentour

!

Toward Gij he bar gret ^ ond,

& sejjjje he died purch his bond.

QuaJ) Morgadour, ' sir, \)at wil wele be, 3085

For Gij is curteys, gentil, & fre

;

Wben he schal pi doubter spousy,

Ri3t is pat we him onoury.'

Ac what so he seyd bifor Gij po,

c. 99TS. 3if he may, to dep he wille him do. 3090

sclandar went oway fleinde.

Toward her ost fast prikeinde ;

' a dot over the t

in gret.

E



OAIUS MS.] STEWARD MORGADOUR S ENVY. 179

After a

fierce combat,

Esclandar fled

with a lance

tbrough his body.

Thus they thanked god aH and some,

That the Sarasyns were ouere-come.

Guy and his

fellows returned

to the city.

3065

All were blithe.

The Emperor

again offered

Guy Ills daughter,

and promised to

make him his

successor.

But hi» steward,

Morgadour,

was envious at

that.

and secretly

plotted mischief

against Guy.

Esclandar,

N 2



180 BSCLANDER COMBS TO THE SOUDAN [aUCHINLECK MS.

)?urch. fe bodi he bar a trounsoun,

1 e in i)e added "vVib bobe hoiiden be held him to be^ arsoun.
over the line. '

Bojje bifore & eke bihinde, 3095

J5e bled gan out fast winde,

His helme in fe on half honginde,

& his visage al bledeinde.

Tuinbuii, p. 106, His scheld to held hadde he no miat,
1.2723.

^

He drad him to dye anon ri3t. 3100

To jje soudans pauiloun he come,

)3e soudan him bi-knewe anon :

' Esclandar, when comestow ]
' seyd he

;

' In strong fi3t jjou hast y-be.

Were Jjou alon at fe cite % 3105

Say me who hajj pus wou/^ded pe ?

'

' Sir,' qua]? he, ' ichil pe telle

Of hard tidinges wel sneUe :

2 s on an erasure. Y-lorn J70U hast jje amiral Cosdram ^

)jat leuest pe was of ani man, 3110

& pe king of Turkie ]jou hast forgon,

Of hem no tit fe neuer help non.

MS. foi, i23r. b. & alle jjB best men y-bore

Bifor Jje cite fou hast forlore.'

|an answerd pe riche soudan, 3115

J3at hadde no gamen of pan :

' Hi??z is pan sum socour y-come,

Whar-purch mi Turkes be me binome %
'

' Sir,' quape Esclandar, ' y-wis,

An onwrast gome y-comen per is

;

3120

c. 2300. Socour he hap gret & held,

3 MS. aacueu. In pe warld nis swiche a scheld ^

;

Gij of Warwike his name it is,

Sterner pan ani lyoun, y-wis.

Tumbuu, p. 107, His strokes no may noman dreye, 3125
1.2749.

pat he ne most dye on hye.

Wip him he hap an hundred kni3tes

Of Almayne, pe best in fijtes

;

P'



OAIUS MS.] WITH THE BAD NEWS. 181

all bloody,

came to the

Soudan

with the bad
news

of their losses.

Guy's valour.



182 THE SOUDAN SWEARS [auchinleck MS.

))urch pe bodi Jjus me he smot,

Dede ich am, wele y wot.'

^ J3an swore a gret ojj pe soudan

Bi Mahoun pat he leued opan,

)jat neuer glad no worjj he

What he haue y-nome pat cite
;

For asayle he it wiUe do

Ar pe pridde day be ago,

1 So MS. for »«•<? Anon a spie it herd^ pis,

)jat to Gij it nold for-hele y-wis.

Sone he com to pe cite
;

Al pis to Gij pan teld he,

)3at pe soudan wip his men elle

J?e cite wil aseyle snelle,

Ac pempe?'oiir wist per-of noujt

)?at so strong tiding per were y-brou^t.

Ac when he wist pe sope herof,

c. 3030. Ernist him pou3t, & no scof.

^ ]?emperour made him blipe po

jjat ouer-comen weren his fo,

& Gij to pemperour is y-go,

& swipe feyr he gret him po.

* Sir,' quap he, *be blipe & glad
;

Gode tidinges me hap ben seyd.'

Jpempe?'our of-sent his foules po,

Oscuriis, faucouns, & ierfaukes also

;

Gon he wil to pe riuer.

Him to solas & play per,

MS. foi. i28v. a. Seppc he of-sent of his Gregeys,

J?at gode weren & curteys.

To pe riuer pai ben y-gon

Wher foules were mani on.

Wip pat come forp sir Morgadour,

)pat steward was wip pemperour,

& seyd to Gij, ' mi frende dere,

Y pe loue in gode manere.'

3130

3135

3140

3145

3150

Turnbull, p
1, 2775.

3155

3160



OAIUS MS.] TO TAKE CONSTANTINOPLE. 183

The Soudan avfoie

a great oath to

take Con-

stantinople.

A spy told this to

Guy,

but the Emperor
as yet knew it not.

THE Empjeeour was full gladde tlio

That ouere-come thus was his foo.

The Emperor

Goo he woH to the Eyuere,

To pley him and to solace there.

The EmperoMr seute for [his fowlis] thoo, [p. 89]

Ostreyes and faukons, girfaukes also.

went a-hawking.

Sethe he sente for his knyghtes,

That good were and curteys.

To Ryuer" they been) gooio)

AH, hot Guy is lefte at hoom).

Tho come to him Morgadour*,

That Styward was with the Emperoi^r.

To Guy he seide :
' my frende dere,

With herte y loue the in good manere.

3160

Morgadour,

feigning friend-

ship for Guy,



184 GUT PLAYING AT CHESS [aUCHINLECK MS.

Ac alle fat he seyd, Gij to bitraye, 3165

j)at was wele sen in his last daye.

Non no may so wele tresoun do

So may he fat his trust is to.

3ete seyd to him Morgadonr,

* Castels ich haue, & mani feir tour, 3170

Eiche cites, & ful strong,

To fine wiUe fou hem afong

;

c. 303S. Michel y desire fi loue to haue.

Go we togider wif game & plawe :

Into fe chaumher go we baye, 3175

Among fe maidens for to playe
;

Tunibnii, p. 109, At tables to pleye, & at ches :

1.2801.
r J >

)

"Wele we may don it y-wis

Bifor fi leman Clarice so fre,

Jpemperours doubter bri3t of ble. 3180

& lete we femperour to wode go,

To chace fe hert & fe ro.'

quaf Gij, ' wille we go 1

When fou it wilt, it schal be do.'

Into fe chau??zber fai 3ede fo 3185

Hond in bond y-fere bo.

To fe mayden fai come wel sket,

)?at curteysliche hem haf y-gret.

* Sir Gij,' sche seyd, ' welcome fou be !

Cum sitt & pleye fe here wij) me.' 3190

c. 3050. He toke fe maiden & hir kiste :

jjat of-foujt fe steward vnwreste.

He hir hadde loued mani a day,

& wende haue spoused fat feir may.

j)e cheker fai oxy & fe meyne
;

3195

Bifor fe maiden fan pleyen he.

Y-sett fai ban fe first game,

J3e steward it les, bi godes name.

Seffe fai ban anofer y-gonne,

Anon it haf Gij y-wonne, 3200

s%



CAIUS MS.] IN THE PRINCESS CLARICE's CHAMBER. 185

invited him

Moclie y desire thy loue to haue,

And therof hertly y the craue :

And in-to the Chambre lete vs goo,

Amonges the maydeiis some sportes to doo

to have some
pastime in the

3175 chamber

Before thy lemman), Clarice the free,

Themperours doughter of bright blee,

"Whiles the Emperoi<r is to wode goo.

To chace the herte and the Eoo.'

3180

of the Emperor's
daughter.

Guy,

In-to the Chambre they wente thoo 3185

Honde in honde bothe twoo.

To the maide they come withonte lette,

That curteisly theim hath grette.

* Su"* Guy,' she seide, ' welcome thou bee !

Is it thy "wille, come sitte by me.' 3190

He toke that mayde and hir kiste :

That forthoughte the Styward in his breste

;

For he hir had loued many a daye,

Wenyng* to haue spoused that faire maye.

Than) at Chequer with the meyne

Before that maide pleyden they.

The first game they haue sette, [p. 90]

And the Styward it loste withoute lette.

Than another anone they haue begonne,

And that also hath Guy wonne,

having been

tenderly wel-

comed by the

maiden,

3195 played at chess

with the steward.

and won

3200 several games.



186 THE STEWARD CALUMNIATES GUY [aUCHINLECK MS.

MS. foi. i28v. b. & J3e fridde ful hastiKche.

Jje steward was sori sikerliche

;

TuriibuU, p. 110, Al modv he ros vp bo :

1.2827. ^ / ., -^^^
VVroJj & son he was bo.

* Gij,' quajj he, ' bi-leue Jjou here,

JjiseK & Clarice. J5i pleye-fere,

Al what ich come now son 036,'

'Anon,' seyd Gij, *it schal so be.'

Out him went Morgadour,

At his in he tok a chasour,

To Jjemperour he goj) ri3t.

When J)empe?'our hadde of him sijt,

03aines him he is y-gon,

& tidinges he oxed him anon.

C. 3<»6e. * 'Sow forjj, sir steward,' he sede,

' Comestow for gode or for qued 1

Whi comestow so prikiinge 1

Tel it me wijj-outen lesinge.

3if }jou of Sarrazins hast herd 0U3t,

Tel it me ; for-hele it noti3t.'

ir,' qua}) he, ' y schal fe telle :

J3i schame forhele y nille.

An soudour pou hast wi]) pe,

& wil pat pou y-schent be.

)5i doubter, fat so feir is,

Forlay he haf, for-soJ)e y-wis.

Into hir hour wij) streng]5e he 3ede,

& bi Jji doubter his wUle he dede.'

3if pou ne me leuest, hom pou fare,

3ete J)ou schalt him finde pare.

\)GV pou mi3t him. finde, y-wis,

C 3080 & pi doubter clippe & kisse.

)5erfore y com pe to say.

For pi schame forhele y no may.

3if pou him finde in pat stede,

Into pi prisoun pou him lede,

S'

TurnbuU, p. Ill,

1.2853.

3205

3210

3215

3220

3225

3230

3235



CAIUS MS.] WITH THE EMPEROR. 187

And the Styward vp roosse thoo

:

Wrotlie and angry lie was also.

' Guy,' quotfi he, ' y leue the here,

Thy self and Clarice pley in fere,

Tin that y come ayene.'

' It shalhee doo/ quoth Guy, ' certen.'

Oute wente him Morgadour',

And at the stable he toke a chasour*,

And to the Empero?*?- he gooth right.

And, whan the Emperowr had of him sight

The steward

left him.

3205

promising to

return soon

;

3210

but he went

to the Emperor

* Why comest thou so yerne priking" 1

Telle me withoute lesyng^.

Yf thou of the Sarasyns here aught,

Telle it me and concele naught.' 3220

' ^ IR,' QUOTH he, * y shall the telle :

^ Thy shame noo lenger couer"e y nelle.

A Souldiowr thou hast with the,

That thinketh for to shende the.

Thy doughter, that so faire is,

He hath leyn) by, ywis.

In-to hu^ boure with strength he yede :

By thy doughter his wUle he dede.

And thou beleue me not, hoom) thou fare.

And to-geder thou sbalt fynde theim there.' 3230

to accuse Guy

3225 of having dis-

honoured the

princess,

counselling that

he should be

punished



'W

188 THE EMPEROR REFUSES [aUCHINLBCK MS.

& in j)i court fou deme liim do

;

For treitour he is, y telle fe to :

Jje more adouted Jjou sclialt be

Of alle pi regne, y telle Jje. 3240

j?er-fore ne wonde ]jou no-fing

Nou^t for Mm no Ms helping
;

After-ward pat he demed is,

& pi court of pat treytonr deliuerd is,

MS. foi. i24r. a. Into Almayne ichil gon 3245

To pemperour Eeyner anon
;

Socour fram him ichil bringe,

& deliuer pi lond, wipouten lesinge,

Of alle pine dedeliche fon,

J?at pine men haue sleyn ichon.' 3250

'ho is pat ?
' pemperour sede.

' Gij of Warwike, so god me rede !

j3ou do him nim, & binde fast,

& in pi prisoure pou do him cast.'

Quap pemperour, 'lat now be, 3255

'No speke noujt so of him to me :

Ojaines me misdo he nold

!N"ou3t for tventi somers of gold,

c. 3100. No for to ben al to-hewe :

So gode a kni3t he is & trewe. 3260

& jif he is per-in, wele be it so :

Wip Mr Ms wille he may do

;

For mi doubter icMm bi-hote habbe,

Wil ich noujt of couenawt gabbe.'

IF When pe steward him hap bi-poujt 3265

Jpat pemperour nold here hi?^ nou3t,

Hom to Ms in he is y-go,

& ali^t of Ms palfrey po.

Anon in-to chaumber he ^ede,

& to Gij of Warwike he sede, 3270

* Gij, pou art ful wele wip me,

Jjerfore ich-il kipen it pe :



CA.IDS MS.J TO BELIEVE THE STEWARDS STORY. 189

BB a traitor.

* Who is that ?
' the Emperowr seide. The Emperor

* Guy,' quoth he, and gan) vpbreide.

* Anone thou him take, and bynde faste, [p. 91]

And in thy prisou) thou doo him kaste.'

Quoth the Emperour* :
* lete this bee; 3255 refused to believe

For so shuld thou not speke of him to me.

the story,

Yf he haue assentted therto,

With hir his wille for to doo,

She is his, and him hir yiuen) y haue,

Me to socour*, helpe, and saue.'

Whan) the Styward vnderstode in his thoughte 3265 The steward.

That the Emperowr herde it noughte,

Wett SOne him forthoughte thoo, having failed in

And home ayene he gan) goo.

Anone in-to the Chambre he yede.

And to Guy thise wordes he seide : 3270 returned to Guy,



190 THE STEWARD TELLS LIES [aUCHINLECK MS.

' in added over

the line.

To femperour y-teld it is,

Ei pe lord seyn Denis,

J3at wi]3 strengfe J)ou com i»^-to his bour

& has forleyn his douhter vnp desonour.

& jif he Jje may ouer-go,

He wil pe bren oper slo.

3275

& ich hot pe pat pou hennes fle,

J?at he noujt of-take pe.'

3280

c 3129. ' Bi god,' quab Gii, ' bat were wrong,
Tnrnbull, p. 113,

o
' ^ r J> r 5>

1. 2905. Jjat y schold here mi dep afong

Eor ping pat ich hane gilt non,

No neuer poujt it to don.

An arnemorwe, when he out 3edej

Miche he me o loue bede

;

Hou schuld ich euer siker be

Of ani bi-hest men botes me ?

MS.:foi. i2ir. b. For pemperouT me seyd po,

And trewelich me bihete perto,

}5at he me wold gret worpschipe,

& now he me wil sle wip schenschipe

For pe speche of a losanger,

& of a feloun pautener.'

Out of pe chaumber he is y-go :

Sori & dreri he was po.

To his in he 3ede swipe.

And cleped his felawes bliue.

* Lordinges,' he seyd, ' to armes snelle

!

Here wil we no longer duelle :

To pemperour y-wraid we bep,

Alle he wil don ous to pe dep.

Bi pe treupe y schal our lord 3eld,

Jjat heuen and erpe hauep in weld,

c 31S3. Er pan we be nomen & ded,

So mani schal dye of her ferred,

3285

3290

3295

3300

3305



OAIUS MS.] TO GUT ABOUT THE EMPEROR. 191

' Guy, to the EmperoMr tolde it is,

By the Lorde sainte Denys,

That with strength tho[u] come in-to his boure,

And hast defonled his doughter with dishonozw,

And if he may the come to,

Brenne he woH the or fordoo,

And that shuld fuR sore greue me

;

Wherfor' y counsaille, thou hense flee,

Leste he take greuously the,

Yf thou befounde in this Citee.'

LLAS,' QUOTH Guy, ' that were wronge,

And y shuld here deth fonge

For thing that y gilte haue noon),

l^e neuere thoughte it to doon).

To day, before he oute yede,

Gretly he me loued, as he seide.'

A

3275

and advised him
to flee from the

3280 Emperor, who in

consequence of a
calumny was
resolved to slay

him.

Guy, filled with

indignation,

3285

Oute of the Chambre he is goo : [p. 92]

Sory and heuy he was thoo.

To his Inne he yede, y you telle,

And cleped to him his felawes aH.

* Lordingis,' he seide, ' arme we vs at this tyde ;

For here noo lenger" we woH abide.

To the Emperour tolde it is.

So that he woH vs slee, withoute mys.

went to

tell the newB to

3300 his fellows.

And, or we bee take or dede,

Many of theim shuU dey to theii* mede.'



192 GUY AND HIS FELLOWS [aUCHINLECK MS.

Turnbuii, p. 114, jjat it woi]) aboujt wel strong

)3at ich am bi-wrayd wrong !

'

3310

To armes fai went wijj J?at ichon

;

Out of fe cite Jiai ben y-gon,

& went toward fe hefen men,

WiJj jjem to holden & to ben,

To help fe hepen men ichon. 3315

Wi)j jjat com jjemperour anon :

Fram fe riuer he come rideinge,

& wij) his folk fast prikeinge
;

Eeir weder it was, & miri also,

J5e bri3t armes he seye Jjo. 3320

IF Jjemperour hem seye, & knewe Gij,

For he come hem swijje neye.

At an herhaud fan asked he,

' This armed folk, what may fis be 1
*

' Sir,' quajj he, 'it is Gij, 3325

J)at in wretfe fram fe wil parti

;

Ynto fe soudan he wil fare,

& wirche Jie sorwe & michel care

Jjurch wraying Jjat teld him is :

Wele y wot fat sofe it nis. 3330

Wele it semef fat wrof is he

;

Al armed on his stede ich him se.'

C. 317i. "^TTThen femperour herd fis,

y T Alle dronpeninde he was y-wis,

MS. foi. i24v. a. He ean to prike, & bat anon

:

3335
Turnbuii, p. 115, . , , „ , . ,

1. 2957. As hauk \)at neyfe his hors gan gon.

After Gij loude he gradde fo :

' Abide & speke me now to !

For godes loue lete now be

;

Whi wUtow, sir, go fro me ? 3340

3if ich ou3t haue agilt to fe,

For godes loue fou say it me

;

Be it in dede ofer in speche

That ani fe ban agilt, y fe biseche,



CAIUS MS.] LEAVING THE EMPEROR. 1&3

To armes witfi that they wente echoon),

And oute of the Citee they bee goon).

They wente toward the hethen) men,

As witB theim to holde and to been).

wITH THAT come the Empero?^;-! riding'

Fro the Eyuer he was comyng*.

Tliey armeil

themselves,

and left the city,

to go over to the

heathen.

Faire weder it was, and mery day also,

The brighte armes lie sawe thoo. 3320
Whan) the Emperoztr theim sey,

He hyed fast, tiU he come theim ney.

Of an heraude than asked he,

Thise armed knightes what they bee.

* Sir,' quoth he, ' it is Gny, 3325
That in wrath fro the woli departi,^ truly.

To the Sowdan) he woH nowe fare.

And werke the moche soroAve and kare.'

But in their way.

they met the

Emperor,

who, astonished.

Whanne the Emperowr herde this,

All mournjng he was, y-wys.

He gynneth to prike, and that anone, 3335 rode after Guy,

His hors as fast, as he might goon).

After Guy he cleped thoo : [p. 93]
' Sir Guy,' he seide, ' noo farthei-* thou goo. and asked

For goddzs loue lete nowe bee.

And abide stille with me. 3340
And if y haue ought offended the, what he had to

complain of,

Empererow? MS.
WARWICK.

' departi altered from dejmrte MS.

O



194 GUY IS EECOXCILED [auciiinleck MS.

€. 3200.

TnrnbuU, p. 116,

1. 2983.

To J)i wille it schal amended be,

& topon al oper y loue fe.

Wele icli wane fat fe soudan, y-wis,

To whom al Percie atended is,

After Jie hajj sent : ich vnderstoiid so.

He Jje schal hahhe, & y forgo.

Gold & sillier he may ^iue pe,

& feffe fe wi|) mani a riche cite

;

J?er-fore fou wilt wijj him be,

& strongliche holden o^aines me.'

ir,' qua]? sir Gij to )?emperour,

' No was ich neuer pi traitour,

And ^if god wil, y nil nou3t be,

jjerwhiles Jje lif is in me.

Me was y-teld biforn now ri3t

Of on f»at is J)i priue kni3t,

Jjat pou no hadest to don wij? mi seriiise,

& ]3at y fe serue wi}> feyntise

;

And jjat ich was biwrayd to fie

(For J)i nold ich no longer here be),

And pat Jjon wost do me to-hewe,

& mine barouns, pat ben so trewe.

For pi y poujt pat y go scholde

To hem pat mi seruise 3eld me wold
;

Ac for al Damas & pat cuntre

]^old ich haue holden 03aines te.'

IT Jjemperour pan him nome

Bitvene his amies, & seyd anon,

' Nay, sir Gij,' he seyd, 'hi seyn Denis,

It no was nou3t so, y-wis.

Mi dere frende Gij, 03ain pou go

(Lordinges, barouns, biddep him so)

;

For to pine wille it is alle,

Alle pat min is, a7id ben schal.

MS. foi. i24v. b. Ac biwrayed pou war to me,

& per-fore haue he maugre !

3346

3350

3355

3360

3365

3370

3375

3380



CAIUS MS.] WITH THE EMPEROR.

At thy wille it amended shalbee.

'

195

' Sir,' quoth Guy to the Emperour,

' Was y neuere yet traytour*,

'Ne, if god AVoH:, noon wolbee,

WMles the lif is with-in me.

Me was tolde before nowe right

Of oon) that is thy priue knyght,

or if he was
going over to tlie

Sultan,

to be made a rich

man.

335.5 Ctuy answered

3360

that he had
been told

that the Emperor
wade light of his

service.

That thou woldest me ali to-hewe,

And my barons, that bee so trewe.

Therfor* y thoughte that y serue wolde

Suche oon) that my seruyse yelde sholde.'

5305

The Emperor
embraced him,

' My dere frende Guy, ayene thou goo

(Lordingw, barons, bidde him also)

;

For at thy wille it is aH:,

AE: that myn) is, and bee shaH,'

3375

and begged him
not to believe it.

3380
O 2



A

196 A NEW ASSAULT UPON THE CITY [aUGHINLECK MB.

Neue?* eft wor]) non loued of me

)5at ou3t sigge bot gode of jse.'

Jjemperour jjan to Gij seyd,

' J3i wille Jjou do bi fat mayde.'

Sir Gij kist femperour po, 3385

& to pe cite fai ben y-go.

Tuinirau, p. 117, \)o wist wele Gij bi ban,
I. 3009.

1 orBitrayd, a Bitieyd'- him hadde his foman

;

being altered

fiome/ Ac no semblau;^t ferof he no made,

c. 3S3S. 1^0 no fing to him seyde. 3390

n armorwe erliche

Jpemperour aros, sikerliche

;

Anon he seyd to Gij his speche :

' Herken to me, y Jie biseche.

In fis morning anon 3395

We worj) aseyled of our fon,

Of Sarrazins fat misbilened be
;

Alle for sofe y telle it to fe.

)?e soudan himselue wil per be.

A spie for sofe teld it me, 3400

);at hij jje cite wil asayli,

& fat hij fennes nil parti,

Al fort he haiie nome fis cite,

Or J; at it destrued be.'

Jjemperour seyd, ' sir Gij fe fre, 3405

Als so fou wilt it schal be.

])Q cite alle op fe y do

Wif Cristas blisceing per-to.

3if hij ous seyl we schul ous were

;

J5e cite is strong, fai mow it nonjt dere.' 3410

Gij fat cowstable cleped him to,

)?at gode kni3t was, & wise also :

Turiibiiii, 1.. 1 18, Tristor he hete wif fe herd blowe,

Lord & douke of Almayne, y trowe.

' Sir Tristor,' he seyd, 'listen to me : 3415

Aseyled we worf, siker fou be.



CAIUS MS.] INTENDED BY THE SARACENS. 197

Also the Emperortr to Guy seide,

* Thy wille to doo by that inaide.'

Guy kiste the Emperour the,

And ayene to the Citee they beeii) goo.

Tho wiste Guy weH: by than),

Betrayed him had his fooman).

3385

Guy knew tlien

wlio had betrayed

him.

On morowe, fuH sikirly,

The Emperozir aroosse eerly.

To him seide Guy this speche :

• Herken) to me, sir, y the beseche.

In this mornyng" anooii

Assailled we shalbee of our' fooii),

[p. 94] 3395

Next morning

the Eraperor

was informed

of the new asuault

intended by the

Saracens.

And the Sowdan) him-self woH there bee

;

For a spye it tolde me,

That this Citee he wott assaille,

And neuere thense departe, withoute faille,

Titt he haue take the Citee,

Or that it discomfited bee.'

The Emperowr seide :
' sir Guy the free,

As thou wolt so shaH it bee.

AH the cure vpon) the y doo

With cristes blissing* and myn therto.'

3400

3405 The Emperor
said tliat all

shou'd be done
at Guy's will.

Guy the Constable cleped him to.

That good knyght was, and wise also :

Trystour he highte with berde bolde.

Lords and duke of Samary holde.

' Sir Tristour*,' he seide, ' vnderstonde me

Assailled we shalbee, y telle the.

Guy consulted

with the

constable,

Tristor,

3415



198 GUY EXHORTS HIS MEN [aUCHINLECK MS,

)5er-of Jjou most birede fe,

3if we wille were fis cite,

Oper we wille 03ain hem te,

At pajjes that destnied be, 3420

& mete Ave hem per on Jje doune,

Acumbre laein & legge hem doune.'

MS. foi. i25r. a. ' Sir,' anon seyd the co?«stable,

c. 3S54. ' Jjis ich speche schal be stable.

Do pan grede purch pe cite 3425

Jpat alle redy armed be,

Alle pat armes may welde.

And who so pat feynep for couward be helde.'

Bi pe morwe pai ben armed wel,

Bi tale .xx. thousend hauberks of stielj 3430

Out of pe cite pai ben y-go

"Wip gret noise & din also.

' Lordinges,' quap Gij, * herkenep to me

3e pat here asembled be,

Of 30ur kinde pat is y-slawe, 3435

Of edwite & of missawe,

)jat ous is don, thenke we per-on,

& baldeliche aseyl we our fon

;

Tumbiui, p. 113, For Sarrazins ous aseyle wille,
1. 3061.

"^

Alle for sope y 30U telle. 3440

We wil hem mete wip sper? & scheld

At pe narwe pape bi-tven pe held.

Now bipenkep 30U wele to don,

& awreke jour lond of jour fon.

Of jour londes & jour citez, 3445

Jjat destrud & wasted bep,

3ou to awreke bi-penkep jou,

& strongliche aseylep hem now.

Bot je Avere jou wele & bliue,

& hij mow JOU of pe feldes driue, 3450

Alle we ben ded opc7" nome,

& in praldome euer more wone.



CAIUS MS.] TO FIGHT VALIANTLY. 199

Therfor' thou must aduise the, ''ow *« meet

the Saracens.

How we may best kepe this Citee,

Or we shall ayenst theim goo,

And kepe theim by patthes to and fro : 3420

Mete we may theim) on the Downe,

And theim accombre and ley to grounde.'

' Sir,' seide the Constable,

' AH thy speche y holde it auayleable.

Doo than crye thurgh the Citee 3425

That aH men) redy armed bee,

AH that armes may welde,

And bestuTe theim with spere and shelde.'

Anone they been) aH armed wele, [p. 95] Next mornins

Twenty thousand, in hauberkis of stele, 3430

And oute of the Citee they bee goo

With grete noyse and booste also.

' Lordinges,' quoth Guy, ' herkeil to nie Guy exiwrted his

men to Hssfiil the

Ye that here assembled bee : enemies valiantly

The despite that they to you haue dooii), 3435

For goddis loue, nowe thinke theron).

And assaille theim with good wille

;

For, forsothe, y shaH you telle,

The right is oure : bee not aferde,

Let eche of vs kepe his herde, 3440

And we woH mete theim with spere and shelde

In narowe patthes by the feelde.'

and not let tlie

Saracens destroy

them.



200 THE SOUDAN SENDS HELMAN [aUCHINLECK MS.

1 MS. hen For \\ mete we wij) liem^ sone,

& strengjje ous alle wele to done

;

c. 3396. & ich me self wil wi]) 30U go

;

3455

Y nil 30U feyle neuer mo.'

Wele speke]) now Sir Gij,

& alle ])ai siggef^ ' gramerci
!

'

To J)e pas of Jje hulles fai ben y-come,

& fe Sarrazins lian vnder-nome, 3460

& seye fe cuntres & jje feld

WiJ) bri^t brini and wij> scheld.

^e soudan cleped after Helman,

}5at deined fle for no man

;

Turnbuu, p. 120, He was coraious & gode knijt, 3465
1.3087.

.

o ? >

& michel adouted in euerich fijt.

us. foi. i25r. b. ' Six king,' quajj be, ' come to me.

Wijj .XX. fousende Turkes, icb hot fe,

The Cristen ^e schnl aseyle anon.

Loke je nim hem o\eT slen ichon

;

3470

Opon 3on hnlle pal ben, lo

;

Gret harm ]jai ban ous y-do.'

}3e king for]) went wiJ) his men ichon,

WiJ) strengjje Jje helde pai vnder-nome
j

Wi]j strengpe ))ai wene fe slade ouer-go
;

3475

Ac gret combraunce hem com furst to.

c. 33®©. At fe entring of fe pas Gij ^ gan to grede,

Hne in another ' Helpejj, lordinges, alle our ferrede !

BifenkeJ) 30U to winnen wele.

& hij 03aine3 30U vnderuim fe hille, 3480

Yuel ous worji fan bi-go,

5 MS. on\>enke. Bot god OUS ou Jjcuke^ fat al may do

;

*jj« on an erasure, jjai beu bi-uefen* & wc abouo.

Amidde jje pas fai ben to-gider come,

& asailejj hem smerteliche
; 3485

& to-gider we go now commonliche :

]3roweJ) wij) stones, and bowes scheteinge,

Launces, swerdes, & dartes kerueinge,



OAIUS MS.] WITH 20,000 TURKS AGAINST THE CITY. 201

AH they sey :
* graunt mercy !

WeH speketh nowe sir* Guy.'

To the patthes they bee come ;

The Sarasyns they haue vndernome. 3460

They sawe the Contrees, fryth and felde

With brighte helmes, spere and shelde.

THE SowDAN cleped of Tyre Elmadan) :

He ne wolde flee for iioo man)

;

He was corageous and good knyght, 3465

And moche he was dredde in fight.

'Elmadan),' he seide, ' come with me.

With twenty thousand knight/s, y bidde the,

The cristeo) ye shaH assaille anone.

Loke that ye take theim echone.' 3470

Tlie Soudan first

sent Helman

with 20,000 Turks

against the city.

At the entre of the patthes Guy gan to ryde,

And the Sarasyns deth sore ho appliede.

To his felawes he spake tho : [p. 96]

* Lordinges,' he seide, * bare you weH ayenst jour foo.

Guy exliorted his

men to defend

their position on

a hill,

They bee benethe and we aboue.

Lete vs vpon) theim smyte, for goddt's loue.'

To theim they launceth egirly,

And they to theim greuously.

3485



202 GUY KILLS SEVERAL [auchinleck MS.

TuinbuU, p. 121,

1. 311S.

1 Read Bihinde

and
* originally tJiou-

•i?»(ie, it seemu.

^0)1 added over

tUe line.

* Herhaudf

' hey^e on an

erasure, the last e

being indistinct.

MS. fol. 125v. a.

TurnbuU, p. 122,

1. 8189.

Smitejj wip swerdes & speres y-grounde,

ScheteJ) wijj piles & jif hem def wounde.' 3490

Mani Sarrazin per y-slawe is
;

Jper do]) Gij as fe ri3t wise.

Into J)e narwe hij come, hem to lett,

Bi hundredes foure* pai aseyl hem sket

;

Bi hundred & bi Jjousende,^ 3495

Jjai ben pe Sarrazins quellinde.

Gij smot on fis side & on fat

:

Kas Jjer non pat his dint sat.

^ Ermine he smot on ^ Jjurch pe scheld
;

Almost he feld him in pe feld. 3500

Jjan come Aupe?* oner puert,

A Sarrazin modi of hert

:

Ermine^ smot him on pe helme an hey3e,^

]?at he cleue him to pe tep
;

Al ded he made him on pe grounde to lie. 3505

Wip pat come pe king of Nubie
;

Toward Herhaud he come prikeinde,

& Gij him was 03ain cominde.

Wip grete strengpe sir Gij hhn smot

)?at he feld him anon fot hot. 3510

When pe douke of Tire pat y-sep,

His men dye on so reweliche dep

(An hond he held a dart kerueinde,

pQ Cristen per-wip preteninde),

He forp ^ede, & smot a knijt, 3515

)5at ded he feld him anon ri3t.

When Gij o Warwike pat y-seye,

]5iderward he drouj him swipe neye

:

A gode dart on hond he bar,

& to him he lauriced heteliche par. 3520

}5er-wip he smot Ebban pe king,

J)at ded he fel wipouten letting.

)3e Sarrazines hij to-hewep & quellep,

Bi pe doun hij gredep & 3ellep.



OAIUS MS.

J

NOBLE SARACENS. 203

Many a sarasyn) there sleyii) is

;

There doth Guy as the wise, y-wis.

which they did

successfully.

Guy smote down

Than come forth the king* of Nubye,

A stronge knyght and a manly :

Toward heraude he come prikiug^,

And Guy him sawe watt comyng'.

With so grete strength to him he smote,

That dede he felled him, god it wote.

3505

the king of Nubia,

3510

and the duke of

Tyre,



204 GUY FIGHTS [aUCHINLECK MS,

c. 3331. "TXThen jje soudan seye his folk dye, 3525

T T Bi ten, bi tvelue, in fe waye,

He cleped to him pe king of Nubye,

J3at was ful of felonie.

' Sir king,' he seyd, ' sest tow noujt

Hou mine men ben to dejj y-brou3t ? 3530

Descumfit & y-slawe hij bef,

j)e bodis ded wele je sef.

j)is Cristen our men to dejj dojj
;

Ac bi Cariot y swere mi noj),

& bi Apolyn Jje grete, 3535

Bi Ternagawit, & bi Mahouw fe swete,

Bot we of hem be wreken swife,

'No worjj y neuer glad no blijje,

Bot we hem aseyle biginne,

& J)e hille wijj strengjje awinne. 3640

An hundred we ben o^ain he???, on,

c. 334G. ^ al we schul hem nimen anon.'

Tnrnbuu, p. 123, Jje helden J>ai nime]) about strongliche,
1. 3165.

r^ '& J3e Cristen aseyl stalworjjliche

At fe brode pajje & narwe also
;

3545

]?e Gregeys wele werd hem ])o.

On fe Cristen Jjai gun smite,

)je Sarrazins, bofe miche & lite,

& our men hem werd wel

itiier added Wij) scharpe speres & grou/zden ^ stiel

:

3550
over the line.

Wij) axes & swerdes y-grounde,

WiJ) gisarmes fai ^if dejjes womide.

IF pe soudan for]5wiJ) alder-farst

On J)e Cristen smot wel fast

;

MS. foi. i2riv. b. On heye on helmes he hem smot 3555

Wij) his fauchon fat wele bot.

To3aines Gij he smot Jjo,

& seyd * war, ich-il Jje slo !

'

Gij he smot so ouer Jjuert,

}5at he was su??idel y-Lert

;

3560



Oxiiua MS.] WITH THE SULTAN niMSELF,

Whan the Sowdaii) sawe his folke so dey, 3525
By ten, by twelue lye in the wey,

He cleped the kyug^ of Ermouye,

That was fuH of felonye.

'King*,' he seide, *ne seest thou nought

How my men) to detfi bee brought 1 3530

205

The Soudan sent

I'le king of Nubia

against tliem,

Bot we on tbeim bee awreke swithe,

Ne shaH y neuere bee gladde nor blithe.

WoH we theim assaille and fresshly begynne,

And the hylle of theim with strength wynue ?

An hundred we bee ayenst oori)

:

AH we shuH take anooii).

3540 to take the hill.

Tlie Greeks

defend tlie hill

Ypon) the crisfen they gan) smyte,

The Sarasyns, bothe moche and lyte,

And the C7'isteri> defended theim weH
With sharpe wepen) grounde with steeH, 3550 desperately.

The Sowdan come than) with aH haste, [p. 97]

And at the crist&u. he smote fuH faste.

The Soudan and
Guy

Ayenst Guy he ganne goo,

And seide :
' yelde the, traytonr, y shaH the sloo.'

To Guy he smote with grete course,

That him was some dele the worse
; 3560

met in mortal
fight.



1. 3191.

206 THE GREAT VALOUR [aUCHINLECK MS.

Ac Gij wip strengfe to him smot

Wij) his swerd Jjat wele hot.

Wei strong was fat ich fi3t,

Ac fe soudan wered hi??z wijj mi^t.

"VVharto schuld ich 30U telle more 1 3565

J5e Sarrazins ouer-comen wore :

c. 3333. Wele hajj Gij don fat day,

As gode kni3t & verray.

TurnbuU, p. 124, A ''' ^ P^^ he houed ri3t,

-IjL As a kni3t of gret mi3t
;

3570

A gisarme he bar kerueinde,

Pie smot bifore & bi-hinde.

Jje Sarra3ins so he agast,

Al fat he smot to grou?ide he cast.

His scheld he hadde forlore,

To-hewe it lay his fet bifore.

So mani Sarrazin he slon3 fat day,

j?at ich on ofer ded lay

;

3580

So mani to ded fer he dede,

]pat fe hepe lay to his giidel stede.

c. 3369. ^ Who so seye fan Herhaud li3t,

Of a gode kni3t 3elp he mi3t.

A damsax he bar on his bond : 3585

Al fat he rau3t to grounde he wond
;

Sarrazins he SI0U3 mo fan sexti,

& Gij an hundred & fourti.

Herhaud fat day so sore swong,

J3at furch his moufe fe fom it sproT^g

;

3590

» MS. alto hewe Al to-hewe ^ was his helme,

J?e blod ran out als a welme.

What schuld y make tale muche 1

)?e Sarrazins fai slowen strongliche

;

Ac euer he was gode, apli3t, 3695

Gij of Warwike michel of mi3t,



CAIUS MS.] OF GUY AND IIERHAUD. 207

And Guy with strength to him smote

With his swerde that fuH harde bote.

Guy did well.

To a place he wente, and houed there

:

A Gesharme in his honde he did here. He fought amid

The Sarasyfis so there he agaste

:

AH that he smote to grounde felle faste.

So faste the sarasyns him leyde vpon), 3575

That his horse they slowe he sate vpon).

His shelde also he hath lore :

To-hewe it laye his fete before.

a heap of ttie

So many sarasyns he to deth dede,

That they ley on hf'pe to his girdeH stede.

Who that had seen) heraude than) fighte, Herhaud also

Of a good knyght he speke myghte.

A deuonyssh axe he bare in his honde : 3585

AH that he raughte to grounde v/cnde. did prodigies.

Heraude so sore that daye swanke,

That thurgh his mouthe the fome sanke, 3590

And he that was so good a knyght, 3595

Guy of WarrcAvik of grete myght, Guy did moat.



•iOS THE GREEKS USE ENGINES [aUCHINLECK MS.

Turnbuii, p. 125, More dede ban ani ober

:

1. 8217. . .

His stroke was heui so a fofer.

Gij and his feren also

Als lyouns ]jai foujten fo, 3600

MS. foi. i26r. a. & the Gregeys forjj wif hem,

c. 338a. Jjai wered hem as douhti men.

Weynes & cartes jjai han y-nome

Mo jjan fiften jjouseude atte frome.

Y-ioined hij han Ipe gret piles, 360-")

Ginnes fai made on selcouj^e wise,

Sum piles scharpe kerueinde,

Al aboute so mani stondinde,

J3at ich ne can ]je noumbre telle,

Noifer in rime no in spelle. 3610

|?er nas man pat per neye come,

jpat he ne was to-corwen anon.

So griseliche be pe engins,

For to sle pe Sarrazines,

In ich half y-sett arawe, 3615

Scharpe soules doun of j?e huUe y-drawe.^

Jjer-mid pai hewe pe gret stouis,

Bi-hewe quarre for pe nonis,

So gret so tventie men mi3t drawe,

To slen hem of pe hepen lawe. 3620

Swiche a pousende for-smite?? pai be,

J3at neuer after schullen y-the
;

Turnbuu, p. 126. 'WgI iuel hem is bifallen bare,
1. 8243.

"^

c. 3404. Ded pai ben wip sorwe & care.

harto schuld ich tale telle 1 3625

J5e soudan lepe on hors ful snelle.

Gret onde he hadde to Gyoun,

& to Herhaud, his compaynoun.

For hij han slawe so fel of his.

He sat on an hors of p?-«'s, 3630

Wip gret hete he smot to Gij,

Opon his helme, sikerly,

1 r added over

the line.

w



CAIUS MS.] TO SLAY THE SARACENS. 209

Eue/e smote to oon) and other'

:

His strokes were laeuy as a votliei-*.

And GuyeS felowes also His companions

As lyons they foughte thoo, 3600

And their* souldiers with theim [p. 98] and the Greeks

TV i- 1 1 J 1 • ^ •'''^o acted like

JJeiendea tneim as men). doughty men.

They constructed

engines

to slay the

Saracens,

of whom thou-

sands perished.

With that come ayene the Sowdan), 3625

And with him many an hethen man). The souciun

He bare grete hatrede to Gnyoun),

And to heraude, his compaignyon).

Guy was ware of his coinyng'

:

To horse he lepe withoute letting*. 3630

So harde the sowdan) smote to Guy • smote Guy,

Vpon) the helme, sikirly,

WxVRWICK. P



210 THE SARACENS [aUCHINLBCK MS.

J?at he feld fat o quarter.

To Gij he seycl a bismer

:

' Y-sestow, lord 1 bi Apolin, 3G35

)5at was a strok of a Sarrazin !

'

Gij to fe soudan smot fo,

His helme no was hi??^ worj? a slo :

Eesares euen forf jje breyn

Helme & flesse he carf wijj meyn. 3640

J?an he seyd to him a bismer :

' Mahoun halp fe litel per

!

Bodi & soule no noujt fer-of

'No is non3t worf a lekes clof.

MS. foi. i26r. b. Hon SO it go of mi wounde, 3645

Of Mahoun fou hast litel help y-founde.

Er J)ou scorudest me,

Of mi wounde j)ou madest pi gle :

Turnbuii, p. 127. Leche gode schal ich haue,
1. 3269.

° '

j?at mi Avounde schal to hele drawo
;

3650

Jjou hast a croun schauen to ]je bon
;

Tomcrwe ])ou mi3t sing anon.

Wele pou ]30U3test to ben a prest,

When pou of swiche a bischop order berst !

'

[N^ow biginne}) pat gret fi3t

;

3655

Bi J>re, bi four, adoun rijt,

)?e Sarrazins ben ouer-come,

c. 34:05. Oway fleinde fai ben some.

J?e ni3t come]), pe day is go,

J5e Sarrazins han ful michel wo
;

3660

For so mani y-slawe J»er be

(So seyd pe folk of fat cuntre),

)?at men mi3t wade oue>* fe scho hem

In Jie blod fat of hem kem.

So miche folk fer was y-slawe fo, 3665

j)at fiftene forlong men mi3t gu,

)5at fei he kept him neuer so,

He most nedes opon men go,



CAIUS MS.] ARE VANQUISHED.

That of his creest he felled a qmvter,

And to Guy he seide in a busemer'

:

' What seist thou, lording^ ? by Appolyn),

That was a stroke of a Sarasyn).'

And Guy to the Sowdan) smote so,

That his helme auailled him not a sloo :

Streight euen) forth to the brayne

Helme and flesshe he karf with majaie.

And tho he seide in a busemer'

:

' Mahounde helped the liteli there.

211

3635 and twitted him
or the wound,

3640

but Guy bettered
the bl(^w.

How so it fare of my wounde, 3(545
In Mahounde thou hast liteH helpe founde.
Right nowe thou scorned me,

And of my wounde thou madest thy glee

:

Lechyng good shali y haue.

That shaH my wounde hele and saue

;

3650
And thou hast a crowne shorne to the boon)

:

Xow thou may synge masse before nooii).

Thou maist bee nowe Mahound«s preest,

Whan) [tliou] suche a bisshopps hode werest.'

and the reproach

also.

Thanne were the Sarasyns ouerecome, [p. 99]
Awey fleyng they wente some.

So many sarasyns sleyn) there bee,

That fiftene forlange men might see

Men wade aboue the hemme of their shoon
In the blode that of theim coom).

So moche slaughter in eche side was thoo,

That .XV. myles men must goo

The Sararens are

vanquished.

When night cnrae.

3665 the dead bodies

covered 15

furlongs.

P 2



212 THE SULTAN REPROACHES [aUCHINLECK MS.

Tnnibiill, p. 128.

1. !i2!;5.

0])ev on fot, ofier on liond,

Oper opon arm coruen wij) brond. 3670

IT Wijj pat come an amiral prikeinge,

'NewG dubbed he was, -wip-outen lesing
;

To Jje soudan he is y-come,

}3urch Jje bodi he hajj wou^zdes some.

' Sir,' he seyd, 'hennes we go : 3675

!N"o sestow al our folk slo 1

Bi Jjousendes fou sest hem to def ligge

;

Our godes ous hatejj, for soTpe to sigge.

j3ou sest Mahoun ne Apolin

Ee nou3t wor]) Ipe brestel of a swin. 3680

Anon ri^tes wijjdrawe pou fe,

& to J)i pauiloun ]jou fie
;

Alle J)e wounded j5ou do wiJ) fe lede
;

3ete Jjai may fe help & rede.

pi rereban jjou do of-sende
;

3685

To awreke [fe] pou haue in mende.'

Anon fai hem wifdrawe and ben ouer-come
;

Sori ])ai ben alle & some.

MS. foi. i2Gv. a. j)e soudau dede biforn him bring

Alle his godes, wiJ?outen lesing : 3690

Toward hem he is wel wrof,

Do he wil hem harm & loj?

:

' A 36^ fals godes vnwreste !

Sone 30U tit a lifer ^ feste,

03ain ous je ben of wicked mode : 3695

Schame 36 don ous & no gode.

3e don ous alder-werst to spede

When ]5at we han mest nede.

Fy, fy,' he seyd, ' on [pe], Apolin !

j)ou schalt haue wel iuel fin, 3700

& J)ou, Ternagaunt, also :

Michel schame schal com 30U to
;

& jJou, Mahoun, her alder lord,

J?ou nart nou3t worj) a tord !

1 5e on an

erasure.
a ,MS. alither

Turnbnll. p. 129,

1. 3S21.



CAIUS MS.] HIS GODS WITH INGRATITUDB.

Either vp fote, or vp honde,

Or vp man) sleyn) witli bronde.

213

All Emir, himself
woiuidoi'., came
riding to tiie

Soudan,

nnd advised liim

to withdraw to

iiis pavilion.

This done.

THOO DUDE the Soudaii) before hyifi bringe

AH Ms godd/s, withoute lesyiig' :

Toward theim he was fuH wrothe.

'Euery dele he to-rende his clothe,

And seide :
' ye false goddy^ vntruste,

Shame ye doo vs and grete bruste.

Ayenst vs ye bee of wikked moode :

Sorowe ye doo vs, and noo goode.

Whan we haue to you moste nede,

Than doo ye vs worste spede.

Fye, fye on the, thou Appolyn)

!

Thou shalt haue a fuH: euyli fyh),

And thou. Termagant, also :

!Moche sorowe come the to
;

And thou, Mahound, their* allei-' Lorde,

Thou art not worthe a mouse torde !

the Soudaii

ordered his gods

3690 to be brouglit.

He reijroaclied

tliem wit'n

insrratiuide.

3695

3700
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J?er-fore fou it schalt abigge 3705

WiJ) staues gret opon J)i rigge.'

So lie gan his godes to cloute,

J3at fe erjie dined aboute. 3710

Her armes & legges be to-ti3tj

& cleped bem wrocbes anon ri^t

:

* Godenes in 30U nas neuer y-founde,

Ko more niijt fan in an bounde.'

Bi ]?e fet be hem out drouj, 3715

And dede bem scbame ri3t anouj.

ij dede clepe her cbeueteyn

"WiJ) gode -wiU & hert feyn :

c. 3450. ' Lordinges/ be seyd, * god y-J)onked be !

Feir grace so babbe we, 3720

)3at J)e Sarrazins ben oiie?'come.

Wende we to fe cite atte frome.'

& when J)ai ben comen o^en,

To femperour welcom fai ben,

& nameliche Gij, pe gode kni^t, 3725

Mest was worjischiped in fat fi^t.

^ When fat y-seye Morgadour,

}?at steward was wif femperour,

Turnbuu, p. 130, jjat Gi; biwreycd vnwrastlicbe,

pat fempn'our loued so miche, 3730

He bigan for to asay

Hon be mi3t Gij bi-tray.

felonie he haf him bi-|jou3t

;

Of swiche no baue 36 herd nou3t

:

MS. foi. i26v. b. He J)ou3t in his wille f0,
3735

}3at Gij message schuld go.

In swiche ]30ii3t & swiche wille

An while he held him stille

;

Anon he went to femperour,

& seyd, ' sir, pay amour, 3740
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Therfor' thou shalt it abigge 3705

With harde strokes vpon) thy rigge.'

He toke a good hawthorne, that by him dud ligge, [p. 100]

And beleyde his godd^s wombe and Eigge.

So he beganne his godd^5 cloute,

That grounde deoned aii aboute. 3710

Their* armes and legges he att to-twighte.

And cleped theim wrecches of vnmyghte :

* In you was neuere goodnesse founde,

Ne nomore might than in an hounde.'

By the fete he theim oute drowe,

And did theim. shame enowe.

GUTE cleped to him his chiefenteyn),

With good wille to him gan) seyn)

:

* Lorde god, thanked he bee

!

A Faire grace nowe haue we, 3720

That the sarasyns bee thus ouerecome.

Wende we to the Citee nowe sone.'

Whan) they to the Cytee were come ayene,

To the Empero^^r welcome they been),

And namely Guy, the good knyght,

Most was worshipped, and that was right.

Whan) that sawe Morgadour*,

That Styward was with the Emperowr,

That Guy was come home thoo,

And that the Emperowr loued him so, 3730

Than he bethougfite him, the sothe to sey,

How he might Guy best betraye.

On felonye he bethougfite tlioo.

clouted tliem,

broke tlieir lo

and arms,

O7 1 and cast them
out.

Guy

returned to tlio

city.

OlZu He was welcomeil

and worshipped

by all.

Only Morgadour

still plotted

his ruin.

That Guy shulde on message goo.

Thanne he seide to the Emperoui^

:

[p. 101]

* Sir,' quoth he, * paramour*, 3740

He advised tin

Emperor
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j)e soudan liaf his folk y-sent

:

3745

Into al peyni his sond is sent.

)5er nis noijje?- 3ing no eld

Jjat armes may here & "wepe?i weld,

Alle he is hauep of-sent,

\)e to bisege verrament. 3750

IT To him Jjou fi sond sende,

Alle Jji wille, word & ende.'

' Who,' he seyd, ' durst Jjider wende 1

'

3755

' Sir Gij, a kni3t hardi & hende

Of fine house, & fat y plight

:

Gij of Warwike of gret mi3t,

Herhaud of Arderne, ])af o\er best

:

On hem tveye 3e mow 30U trest, 3760

Tuinbuii, p. 131, To be soudan bou sende bine kniates hold,
1. S373.

'
. .

' '

c, 3500. & say ]jou wilt wij? hi??^ a day hold

Of acord in swiche manere.'

' Sir steward,' seyd femperere,

' Toward Gij fou berst iuel wille : 3765

He no schal nou3t go
; ferof be stille.

Ac mine barouns ichil of-sende,

& wite "vvho wille fider wende.'

His barouns he hajj of-sent

:

Oner alle his lond fai ben y-went, 3770

J?at fai schuld to fempej'our wende.

To hem he seyd, ' mi leue frende,

Ich wold sende to the soudan,

3if ich wist euer bi wham.

To him to sende ich am in wille, 3775

Wif him to acord loude oJ»er stille.
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Yf thy wille bee, herken) me :

Good counsaille y shaH yiue the.'

* Now lete see,' quoth the Emperour'.

' Vnderstonde me,' quoth Morgadoui-'.

' The sowdau) hatfi for his folke sente :

lu-to aH paynym) the sonde is wente.

3746

So moche folke he hath for-seiite,

The to besege verament. 3750

To him, y rede, thou sende thy sonde

In sauacion) of the and aH thy londe.

That loue and pees bee betwene you two,

TiH aH this rancour' bee a-goo.'

* "Who durste,' quoth the Emperowr, ' thider wende 1

'Sir, a good knyght hardy and henle

Of thy house, y the aplighte,

Guy of Warrewik of grete mighte,

And heraude, that other the beste :

In theim two thou mav weH truste.' 3760

to send a
iiiessenirer to the
Soudan,

naming C4uy and
Hei'haud.

The EmperoMr seide :
' Morgado^fr, bee stille : 3765

Toward Guy thou hast euyl wille.

He ne shaH; on suche message wende,

Bot for my barons y shaH sende.'

HIS BAROUNS tho he dud for-sende :

Ouere all his londe his sonde gan) wende,

That they shuld to the 'Em-perour come.

To theim he seide :
' my frendes aH and some,

I shulde sende to the Sowdan),

Yf y wiste euere by wham),

With him to accorde y am in wille, [p. 102] 3775
Yf that ye woH; assente thertille,

'i'lie Emperor,
with some doubt,

assented.

and assembled his

barons



218 SIR TRISTOR OPPOSES [aUCHINLECK MS.

3if ani of 30U so liardi were,

Jpat to him fe message bere.'

When Ipempemnv had seyd his resoun.

)5er nas noilper kni^t no baroun 3780

Jjat him a word answerd fo :

Nas per non pe message durst do.

IF A baroun of pe benche aros :

Sir Tristor his name was.

MS. foi. i27r. a. ' 0| ir emperour, vnder-stond me, 3785
c. 3555.>'&

For leyer no schal ich holden be
;

Tanibuii, p. 182, For ich it sigge for gret loue,
1. 3399.

& pine worpschipe to held aboue :

Fif thousende sipe haue he maugre

]5at pe consejl ^af to pe ! 3790

For he pe loue]) rijt nou3t

]5at in ])at wille pe ha]) y-brou^t,

Jjat pou to him ^elde scholdest,

1 patf Bot^ fou j)i sonde sende woldest,

No penkestow nou3t of pat baroun 3795

jjat was of so gret renoun,

Hou pou sendest him to ?

Ojain no come he neuer mo.

He pe sent pe heued wip-outera more,

No durst neuer eft non com pore
j

3800

In pe world is kni3t non

}5at pe message durst don.

c. 3565. For arwe no sigge ich it no-wijt

:

3if in min armes were so gret mi3t

Also ich hadde, & as jong were 3805

As ich was hennes an hundred 3ere,

J?is ich message don ich wold.

For drede of dep lete y nold.

Ac icham now a neld man,

AUe mine mijtes ben now gan

;

3810

It is now gon mo pan fifti jer

J3at ich on rigge hauberk ber.
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Yf any of you so hardy were, to ask who
would take the

Inat durste Iroin vs our message bere. message.

Whan the Emperot^r had seide his reeson),

Ther was neither knyght nor baron) 3780

That con) words him answerd,

Bot as dome men) sate ait aferde.

opposed

the Emperor's
proposal,

for no former

messenger
liad ever returned.

He saiQ rt not

for cowardioe.



220 GUY UNDERTAKES AUCHINLBCK MS.

XuiiibuU, p. 133,

1. 8125.

1 jich, but thej

underdotted.

* jhtis originally,

bnt the » under-

dotted.

MS. fol. 127r. b.

3 MS. ichit

C. 3600.

Turnbull, p. 134,

1. 3451.

Ich ^ 30U sigge for sojje y-^is,

To lese a good man gret hann it is,

For 3if he ani sendej) jjider, 3815

His heued him sclial comen hider.

Kow ich haue mi wille y-sede

;

Xow ^iue anofer better rede.'

When Tristor hadde y-seyd fis,

Wif-outen ani oper abod y-wis, 3820

Jjer nas noujt on, Htel no miche,

}jat durst speke sikerliche.

Gij of Warwike vp arist

:

' Sir empej'our, bi mi lord lesu^ Crist,

}5is message ichil afo, 3825

& it Jjiirch godes help do.'

Seyd fempe/'our, ' pat schaltow noujt

:

})ider to go haue fou no J)ou3t

;

Ich it^ dede mine men to fond,

To whom ich mi3t trust in mi lond.' 3830

jjan answerd Gij wel snelle,

' For soj?e, sir, leten y nille,

]3at ich pe message wil do,

To dye er ich pennes go.'

Wip pat he went out of pe halle. 3835

pG Gregeys siked among hem alle,

' God ! what Gij is noble baroun !

lesu, pat suffred passioun,

Saue him fram cmnberment,

& hijn 03ain bring in sauement.' 3840

Gij cam to his in in a stounde,

His felawes droupeing he founde.

* Lordinges,' he seyd, ' hou is it now 1

Almi3ti god y bi-teche 30U.'

' Sir,' qnap Herhaud, 'ich-il go 3845

Bi pine wille wip pe also.'

Gij answerd, ' so no schal it be.

Icham y-go : biddep for me.'
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but to spare a
jjoocl man.

Whon lie finialiecl

And thei' was noon), litiH ne nioche,

That oon) worde spake sikirliche,

GUYE of Warrewik than vpryste :

' Sir Emperowr, by my lorde Criste,

This message,' quoth he thoo,

' With goddts helpe y shaH it weH doo.'

The Emperowr seide :
' that shalt thou nought

;

Thider' goo haue thou noo thought.'

3825 ofter?.ltogo.

How tlie Greeks

sighed

while admiring
Guv.

Thanne answerd Guy, as y you telle

:

* By god, sir, y it leue nelle,

Bot y woH this message doo,

To dye or y thense goo.'

With that he toke his leeue of theim aH, 3835

And wente him forthe oute of the haH.

For him they bidde, knyght and baron),

To god, that suffred passion),

Shuld saue him fro combringe.

And him ayene sauf bringe. 3840

Guy come to his ynne in a stounde.

His felawes he hath aH; drowping founde. ouy-s feUows

' What, lordrngis,' he seide, ' how is it nowe 1

AH-mighti god y beteche you.'

'Sir,' quoth heraude, ' y shall with the goo
; [p. 103] 3845 wished to

' ^ accompany him,

For, yf thou dye, y shaH also.'

Guv answerd :
' so may it not bee. tut he would go

^ '
alone.

I shaH goo : pray thou for me.'



222 ODY, ON HORSEBACK, ENTERS [aUCHINLECK MS.

1 bertter, but the

first r under-

dotted.

* the r added
over the line.

Turnbull, p. 135,

1. 3477.

C 3S35.

MS. fol. 127v. a.

* soudanet, but

the e underdotted.

He oxed his armes hastiliche,

And men es him brou3t sikerliche. 3850

Hosen of iren he ha|) on drawe,

Non better^ nar bi Jjo dawe.

In a strong hauberk he gan him schrede,

"Who so it wered, fe ded no Jiurt him drede.

An helme he haj) on him don : 3855

Better no wered neuer kni^t non

;

The sercle^ of gold jjer-on was wrou^t,

For half a cite no worjj it bon3t

:

So mani stones per-in were,

)?at were of vertu swij?e dere. 3860

Seffe he gert hi7n wij? a brond

}5at was y-made in eluene lond.

His scheld about his nek he tok.

On hors he lepe wi))-oute?i stirop,

On hond he nam a spere kerueinde, 3865

Out of pe cite he was rideinde.

Alle pat weren of pat cite

For him wel sori weren he
;

1^0 Avene Jjai neuer his ^ain-cominge,

Alle pai wene per his endinge. 3870

I^ow is Gij in pe ri3t way

Toward pe Sarrazins, y say,

"Wele y-armed on his stede,

A launce he bar gode at nede.

Smerteliche he dede hiin vi, pe ways, 3875

Ouer pe dounes & pe valeys

To the Sarrazins y-comen he is,

& her pauilouns he sep y-wis.

A real pauiloun he pe?" seye

Wip an eren of gold an heye. 3880

)?at was pe soudans^ pauiloun :

Haue he Cristes malisoun !

In-to pe pauiloun Gij him wond,

& an hast per he fond
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His armes he asked hastely,

And men theim brougiite gentilly. 3850

Hoiirmedliimself,

Than) he girds him with his bronde,

That was made in ehiyssh londe.

A sheelde aboute his swere he toke,

To horse he leepe withoute stirope,

In his hande he bare his spere keruyng*,

And oute of the Citee he wente ryding*.

AH the folke of the Citee

For him wepte for pitee,

And preyde hertly for his gayne-comyng,

And that the sowdan) shuld haue euyl ending*.

NOWE IS Guy in the wey

Towardis the sarasyns, as y you sey,

"Wen armed vpon) his stede,

A laimce he bare fuH: good at nede.

leapton his liorse,

3865

and left the city,

amid universal

himeiitation.

3870

So nyglie the sarasyns come he is,

That he their* patiylon) sawe y-wis.

To the Sowdaiis pauylon) he gan) aspie

With an herorD of golde stonding on highe. 3880 By a golden eagle

he knew the

Soudan's pavilion.

In-to that pauylon) Guy is went

On horsebak, y telle you, verament.
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Alle atte mete pat per was, 3885

& iiou3t michel noise per ixas.

At pe heye bord eten kinges ten,

j)at alle were Gyes fomen.

jan seyd Gij pe Englisse,

* Vnderstond to mi speche : 3890

Tumbuii, p. 136, Jjilke lord J)at wonejj an heye,

Jjat al Jjing wait fer & neye,

& in pe rode lete him pini,

1 aauei, but the e Al cristen men to saui,^
uiiderdotted, .

& m pe se made pe stiirioun, 3895

So ^if 30U alle his malisoun,

& alle Jjilk pat ich here se,

)5at mis-bileued men he
;

& pe at pe first, sir soudan,

Cristes wreche pe come opan ! 3900

Yuel fure hreninde fast pe opon,

& clene pi hrest doun to pi ton

!

s J added over the For icham Gij 26 mow weF se,
line with another

ink. Yuel mot 3e alle 3^-the !

Vnder-stond, treitour, mi resoun : 3905

Haiie pou Cristes malisoun,

& alle pilke forp mitt te,

» r added over the jjat ich lier^ about pe se.
line (with another

• n ,<

ink?). pe heye god pat is ful of mijt

Binim 90U jour limes & jour sijt

!

3910

Bi me pe sent word pempe?'our Gariouw,

c. 3600. )jat mijti men hap 171 his bandoun,

Jjurch wham pou art y-broujt to schowd,

& hotep pe wende out of his lond,

For here has tow no rijt. 3915

Finds a Sarrazin ope?* a knijt,

MS. foi. i27v. b. & he schal anope?" finde,
Turnbull, p. 137, r n i • i • i

1. 3529, J5at schal deray[nej his njt kmde.

Y schal wip pe glotoun fijt

;

& jif pine haue pe more mijt, 3920














